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LESSON 33



1.  What did God promise Moses when He spoke to Moses from the burning bush at Mount Sinai?

-God promised that He would bring Moses back to Mount Sinai.



2.  Did God keep His promise to bring Moses back to Mount Sinai?

-Yes.



3.  What did God say to Moses on the top of the mountain?

-God wanted to make an agreement with the Israelites.



4.  What was the agreement that God wanted to make with the Israelites?

-God said that if the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, then He would bless them.



5.  If the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, then what would God do?

-God would punish them.



6.  What then did the Israelites say to God?

-The Israelites told God that they would obey all of His commandments.



7.  Did the Israelites think that they were able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-Yes.



8.  Why did the Israelites think that they were able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-Because they were proud and arrogant.



9.  Were the Israelites able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-No.



10.  Why were the Israelites not able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-Because they were born children of Adam and Eve.

-Because they were born slaves of sin.

-Because they were born slaves of Satan.



11.  Did God know that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments?

-Yes.



12.  If God knew that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments, then why did God want to make an agreement with the Israelites?

-God wanted to make an agreement with the Israelites because He wanted to teach the Israelites.



13.  What did God want to teach the Israelites?

-God wanted to teach the Israelites that they were never able to obey all of His commandments.



-God wanted to teach the Israelites that they were never able to obey all of His commandments because they were born into sin.

-God wanted to teach the Israelites that because they were never able to obey all of His commandments, only God was able to save them from death.



14.  Why would the Israelites die if they touched Mount Sinai?

-Because God was coming down on the mountain.

-Because God is holy.

-Because God hates all sin.

-Because God punishes all sin by death.



15.  What were the thunder, lightning, smoke, and fire signs of?

-That God is holy.

-That God hates all sin.

-That God punishes all sin by death.



-After talking with God, Moses had returned to the bottom of the mountain.



-Thunder continued to shake the sky near the mountain.

-Lightning continued to fill the air around the mountain.



-Thick smoke continued to completely cover the mountain.

-The whole mountain continued to shake violently.



-The Israelites kept away from the mountain, for they were very afraid.



-Then God spoke to the Israelites from the mountain.



-From the top of Mount Sinai, what did God give to the Israelites?

-Ten commandments.



Let’s read Exodus 20:1-2



1-And God spoke all these words:

2-“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”





-Here is the first commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:3



3-“You shall have no other gods before me.”



-In the first commandment, God commands that He alone is to be our God.



-Why is God alone to be our God?

-Because there is only one God.

-Because there is no other God.



-When we pray to the spirits, then we are putting the spirits before God, and breaking this commandment.



-When we trust a charm, then we are putting the charm before God, and breaking this commandment.



-When we go our own way instead of going God’s way, then we are putting ourselves before God, and breaking this commandment.



-When we do not allow God to be our God each and every day of our lives, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the second commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:4-5



4-“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

5-You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.”



-In the second commandment, God commands us not to make any images of wood or stone, nor to worship them.



-Why should we not make an image to look like God?



-Because God is spirit.

-Because God does not look like a person, or an animal, or a bird.



-When we worship what God has created instead of God, then we are putting what God has created before God, and breaking this commandment.



-When we do not worship God each and every day, but follow our own thoughts or the thoughts of others, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the third commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:7



7-“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name.”



-In the third commandment, God commands us not to say the Name of God without respect.



-Why should we respect God’s Name?



-Because God’s Name and God are the same.

-Because God’s Name and God are one.



-When we do not say the Name of God with respect, then we are not treating God with respect, and are breaking this commandment.



-When we say the Name of God carelessly, then we are treating God carelessly, and are breaking this commandment.



-It is bad for a child not to respect his elders.

-It is very bad for someone not to respect God.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the fourth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:8-11



8-“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

9-Six days you shall labor and do all your work,

10-but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.  On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.

11-For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh day.  Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”



-In the fourth commandment, God commands us to keep the seventh day as a special day of rest.



-Why should we rest one day of the week?



-Because God created the heavens and the earth in six days, and then rested on the seventh day.



-God commands us to rest on the seventh day that we might think about all that God created for us.



-When we do not rest and think about God, then we are breaking this commandment.



-When we do not rest and think about all that God has done for us, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the fifth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:12



12-“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”



-In the fifth commandment, God commands us to respect our fathers and mothers.



-Why should we respect our fathers and mothers?



-Because God has given us our fathers and mothers to raise us.



-When we do not obey our fathers completely, then we are breaking this commandment.



-When we do not obey our mothers completely, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the sixth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:13



13-“You shall not murder.”



-In the sixth commandment, God commands us not to kill another person.



-Why should we not kill another person?



-Because God is the One who gives life to people, and God is the only One who should take life away.



-According to God, if we hate another person, what have we done?

-God says that if we hate another person, then we have killed that person.



-When we hate other people, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the seventh commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:14



14-“You shall not commit adultery.”



-In the seventh commandment, God commands us not to sleep with another person except your spouse.



-Why should we not sleep with another person except our spouse?



-Because God gave one woman to one man, and one man to one woman.



-According to God, if we look at another person and want to sleep with them, what have we done?



-God says that if we look at another person and want to sleep with them, then we have committed adultery with them.



-When we look at another person, and want to sleep with them, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the eighth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:15



15-“You shall not steal.”



-In the eighth commandment, God commands us not to steal.



-Why should we not steal the belongings of another person?

-Because God has given them the right to own belongings.



-According to God, if we think about stealing the belongings of another person, what have we done?



-God says that if we think about stealing the belongings of another person, then we have stolen them.



-When we look at the belongings of another person and want to take them, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the ninth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:16



16-“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”



-In the ninth commandment, God commands us not to lie.



-Why should we not lie?

-Because lies are not from God.

-Because lies are from sin and Satan.



-According to God, if we know the truth yet fail to tell it, what are we doing?



-God says that when we know the truth yet fail to tell it, then we are lying.



-God says that when we know the truth but do not tell all of it, then we are lying, and are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is the tenth commandment that God gave:



Let’s read Exodus 20:17



17-“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”



-In the tenth commandment, God commands us not to want what other people have.



-Why should we not want what other people have?

-Because God Himself has given it to other people.



-When we want what other people have, then we are breaking this commandment.



-God says that all people have broken this commandment.



-The punishment for breaking this commandment is death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-These are the ten commandments which God gave to the Israelites.



-The commandments that God gave to the Israelites are the commandments that God gives to all people.



-No one can obey all of God’s commandments completely.



-We have all broken God’s commandments.



-What is the punishment for breaking God’s ten commandments?

-Death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-What is the punishment for breaking just one of God’s commandments?

-Death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Even if we obey all of God’s commandments except one, God says that it is as if we had disobeyed all of His commandments.



-How many times did Satan disobey God before God sent Satan out of heaven and prepared the Lake of Eternal Fire for him?

-Only one time.



-Satan sinned only one time, yet God punished him with death.



-How many times did the angels who followed Satan disobey God before God sent them out of heaven and prepared the Lake of Eternal Fire for them?

-Only one time.



-The angels who followed Satan sinned only one time, yet God punished them with death.



-How many times did Adam and Eve disobey God before God sent them out of the Garden of Eden?

-Only one time.



-Adam and Eve sinned only one time, yet God punished them with death.



-God is so holy that even just one sin must be punished with death.



-The commandments of God are like a mirror.



-How are the commandments of God like a mirror?



-The commandments of God help us to see our sin.

-The commandments of God show us our sin.



-Why did God give us His commandments?

-To show us our dirty, sinful hearts.



-Just like a man does not see his dirty face until he looks in the mirror, so we do not see our dirty, sinful hearts until we look in God’s commandments.



-God gave His commandments to show the Israelites their dirty, sinful hearts.



-God gave His commandments to show all people their dirty, sinful hearts.



-Because our hearts are dirty and sinful, there is nothing we can do to come near to God.



-Because our hearts are dirty and sinful, there is nothing we can do to make ourselves acceptable to God.



-We can never cleanse our dirty, sinful hearts.

-Who alone can cleanse our dirty, sinful hearts?

-Only God.
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LESSON 34



1.  From the top of Mount Sinai, what did God give to the Israelites?

-Ten commandments.



2.  Why is God alone to be our God?

-Because there is only one God.

-Because there is no other God.



3.  Why should we not make an image to look like God?

-Because God is spirit.

-Because God does not look like a person, or an animal, or a bird.



4.  Why should we respect God’s Name?

-Because God’s Name and God are the same.

-Because God’s Name and God are one.



5.  Why should we rest one day of the week?

-Because God created the heavens and the earth in six days, and then rested on the seventh day.



6.  Why should we respect our fathers and mothers?

-Because God has given us our fathers and mothers to raise us.



7.  According to God, if we hate another person, what have we done?

-God says that if we hate another person, then we have killed that person.



8.  According to God, if we look at another person and want to sleep with them, what have we done?

-God says that if we look at another person and want to sleep with them, then we have committed adultery with them.



9.  According to God, if we think about stealing the belongings of another person, what have we done?

-God says that if we think about stealing the belongings of another person, then we have stolen them.



10.  According to God, if we know the truth yet fail to tell it, what are we doing?

-God says that when we know the truth yet fail to tell it, then we are lying.



11.  Why should we not want what other people have?

-Because God Himself has given it to other people.



12.  If we obey all of God’s commandments except one, what does God say?

-God says that it is as if we had disobeyed all of His commandments.



13.  What is the punishment for breaking God’s ten commandments?

-Death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



14.  How are the commandments of God like a mirror?

-The commandments of God help us to see our sin.

-The commandments of God show us our sin.



15.  Why did God give us His commandments?

-To show us our dirty, sinful hearts.



16.  Who alone can cleanse our dirty, sinful hearts?

-God.



-Because God did not want the Israelites to forget His ten commandments, God wrote them on two tablets of stone.



-God called Moses up to the top of Mount Sinai to get the two tablets of stone.



Let’s read Exodus 24:12



12-The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”



-Moses obeyed God, and went up Mount Sinai.

-A young man named Joshua accompanied Moses.



Let’s read Exodus 24:13-15 & 18



13-Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God.

14-He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you.  Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”

15-When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it.

18-Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain.  And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.



-When Moses reached the top of Mount Sinai, God gave him His ten commandments.



-When God gave Moses His ten commandments, He also commanded Moses to build something for Him.



-God commanded Moses to build a tent for Him.



Let’s read Exodus 25:8



8-The LORD said to Moses, “Have Israel make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.”



-Why did God command Moses to build a tent for Him?



-Does God need a house to live in?

-No.



-Why does God not need a house to live in?



-Because God is spirit.

-Because God is everywhere at all times.



-Why did God command Moses to build a tent for Him?



-Do you remember the agreement that God made with the Israelites?



-What was the agreement that God made with the Israelites?



-If the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, what did God promise to do?



-If the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, God promised to bless them.



-If the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, what did God promise to do?



-If the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, God promised to punish them.



-Were the Israelites able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-No.



-Did God know that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments?

-Yes.



-What is God’s punishment for breaking even just one of His commandments?

-Death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is why God commanded Moses to make Him a tent:



-Because God loved the Israelites, He did not want them to die in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Because God did not want the Israelites to die in the Lake of Eternal Fire, God provided a way of escape for them.



-What was the way of escape God provided for the Israelites?



-When the Israelites sinned and broke one of God’s commandments, the Israelites would go to the tent and bring the blood of animals.



-What would God do when He would see the blood of the animals?



-When God would see the blood of animals, He would withhold punishing the Israelites until a better payment for sin would be made.



-How did God want Moses and the Israelites to build the tent?



Let’s read Exodus 25:9



9-The LORD also said to Moses, “Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”



-How did God want Moses and the Israelites to build the tent?

-Exactly according to what God said.



-How did God want Noah to build the boat?

-Exactly according to what God said.



-Just as God commanded Noah to build the boat exactly according to what God said, God also commanded Moses to build the tent exactly according to what God said.



-We cannot tell God how we will come to Him.

-We must come to God in the way He tells us.



-We cannot come to God our way.

-We must come to God in God’s way alone.



-Where do we learn the way of God?

-In God’s Book, the Bible.



-Of what materials did God command the Israelites to build the tent?



-From animal skins and materials made from the hair of goats.



-Then, God commanded Moses to make two rooms in the tent.



-What were the names of the two rooms which God commanded Moses to make in the tent?



-The Holy Room and the Most Holy Room.



-The first room was called the Holy Room.

-It was a room that was for God.



-Only a few people were able to enter the first room.



-The second room was called the Most Holy Room.

-This room was for God alone.



-Only one person was able to enter the Most Holy Room just one time a year.



-This was because the glory of God would be in this room.



-If the Israelites built the tent exactly according to the way that God told Moses, then the glory of God would enter the Most Holy Room of the tent.



-God then commanded Moses to make a special box to put in the Most Holy Room.



-The special box was called the Ark of the Covenant.



Let’s read Exodus 25:10-11



10-The LORD told Moses, “Have Israel make a chest of acacia wood--two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.

11-Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it.”



-God commanded that the Ark of the Covenant must be made from the wood of a special tree.



-God also commanded that the Ark of the Covenant must be covered with gold.



-God also commanded that the Ark of the Covenant must be two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.



-Then, God commanded Moses to make a cover for the Ark of the Covenant.



Let’s read Exodus 25:17



17-The LORD also told Moses, “Make an atonement cover of pure gold--two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.”



-God commanded Moses to make a cover of pure gold for the Ark of the Covenant.



-God also commanded that the cover must be two and a half cubits long, and a cubit and a half wide.



-This cover would be where the glory of God would stay with the Israelites.



-Then, God commanded Moses to make two gold angels for the cover.



Let’s read Exodus 25:18-20



18-The LORD also told Moses, “And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover.

19-Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends.

20-The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them.  The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover.”



-God commanded Moses to make one gold angel on one end of the cover, and the other gold angel at the other end of the cover.



-God commanded that the two angels were to face one another, with their wings stretching out to cover the cover, and their faces looking down.



-Then, God commanded Moses to put the cover on top of the Ark of the Covenant.



Let’s read Exodus 25:21-22



21-The LORD also told Moses, “Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you.

22-There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.”



-God commanded Moses to put the two tablets of His ten commandments inside of the Ark of the Covenant.



-It would be above the cover between the two gold angels where the glory of God would stay with the Israelites.



-God also commanded Moses to hang a curtain to divide the Most Holy Room and the Holy Room.



Let’s read Exodus 26:31 & 33



31-The LORD also told Moses, “Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman.

33-Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain.  The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.”



-What was the meaning of the curtain to divide the Most Holy Room and the Holy Room?



-The curtain was to teach the Israelites that they were separated from God because of sin.



-Just as the curtain separated the Most Holy Room and the Holy Room, sin separates God and people.



-When the curtain was finished, God then commanded Moses to place the Ark of the Covenant in the Most Holy Room.



-God also commanded Moses to make a fence around the tent.



-Inside of the fence and in front of the tent, God then commanded Moses to make an altar of wood covered with bronze.



Let’s read Exodus 27:1-2



1-The LORD also told Moses, “Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; it is to be square, five cubits long, and five cubits wide.

2-Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze.”



-When an Israelite sinned, God commanded them to bring an animal to be slaughtered at the bronze altar.



-Here is how God said for the Israelites to slaughter the animal:



Let’s read Leviticus 1:4



4-The LORD said to Moses, “He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.”



-God commanded that the Israelite put his hand on the head of the animal, and then to slaughter the animal.



-Why did God command the Israelites to put their hand on the head of the animal they would slaughter?



-The Israelite would put his hand on the head of the animal to admit to God that he had sinned and should die, but that God would accept the death of the animal and not his death.



-Was the blood of animals able to pay for the sins of the Israelites?

-No.



-Then why was God asking the Israelites to slaughter an animal for their sins?



-God was teaching the Israelites that the punishment for sin is death.



-What would God do when He would see the blood of the animals?



-When God would see the blood of the animals, He would withhold punishing the Israelites until a better payment of blood would be made.



-Then, God commanded Moses to make his brother Aaron the chief priest.



-God also commanded Moses to make Aaron’s sons as priests.



Let’s read Exodus 28:1



1-The LORD also told Moses, “Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests.”



-God made Aaron and his sons as priests.



-But only Aaron, the chief priest, was allowed to enter the Most Holy Room.



-And Aaron was allowed to enter the Most Holy Room only one time a year.



-Because God is holy and hates all sin, the chief priest was able to enter the Most Holy Room only one time a year.



Let’s read Leviticus 16:2



2-The LORD said to Moses, “Tell your brother Aaron not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die, because I appear in the cloud over the atonement cover.”



-What would happen if Aaron entered the Most Holy Room whenever he chose?



-Aaron would die.



-Aaron was able to enter the Most Holy Room only one time a year on the day that God chose.



-When the day arrived that God chose for Aaron to enter the Most Holy Room, what did God command Aaron to take with him?



Let’s read Leviticus 16:14



3-The LORD also told Moses, “He is to take some of the bull’s blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover.”



-God commanded Aaron to take the blood of an animal into the Most Holy Room.



-What was Aaron to do with the blood of the animal?



-He was to sprinkle the blood on the cover of the Ark of the Covenant.



-Because God is holy and hates all sin, the chief priest had to take the blood of animals into the Most Holy Room and sprinkle the blood on the Ark of the Covenant.



-If Aaron obeyed God, and sprinkled the blood on the Ark of the Covenant, then what would God do?



-God would withhold His punishment of the sins of the Israelites for one more year until a better payment for sin would be made.



-We cannot tell God how we will come to Him.

-We must come to God in the way He tells us.



-We cannot come to God our way.

-We must come to God in God’s way alone.
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LESSON 35



1.  When God gave Moses His ten commandments, He also commanded Moses to build something for Him.  What was it?

-God commanded Moses to build a tent for Him.



2.  Does God need a house to live in?

-No.



3.  Why does God not need a house to live in?

-Because God is Spirit.

-Because God is everywhere at all times.



4.  What was the agreement that God made with the Israelites?

-If the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, then God would bless them, but if the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, then God would punish them.



5.  Were the Israelites able to obey all of God’s commandments?

-No.



6.  Did God know that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments?

-Yes.



7.  What is God’s punishment for breaking even just one of His commandments?

-Death in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



8.  What was the way of escape God provided for the Israelites?

-When the Israelites sinned and broke one of God’s commandments, the Israelites would go to the tent and bring the blood of animals.



9.  What would God do when He would see the blood of the animals?

-When God would see the blood of animals, He would withhold punishing the Israelites until a better payment for sin would be made.



10.  How did God want Moses and the Israelites to build the tent?

-Exactly according to what God said.



11.  What were the names of the two rooms which God commanded Moses to make in the tent?

-The Holy Room and the Most Holy Room.



12.  What was the name of the special box which God commanded Moses to make and put in the Most Holy Room?

-The Ark of the Covenant.



13.  What was the meaning of the curtain to divide the Most Holy Room and the Holy Room?

-The curtain was to teach the Israelites that they were separated from God because of sin.



14.  Why did God command the Israelites to put their hand on the head of the animal they would slaughter?

-The Israelite would put his hand on the head of the animal to admit to God that he had sinned and should die, but that God would accept the death of the animal and not his death.



15.  Was the blood of animals able to pay for the sins of the Israelites?

-No.



16.  Then why was God asking the Israelites to slaughter an animal for their sins?

-God was teaching the Israelites that the punishment for sin is death.



17.  What would God do when He would see the blood of the animals?

-When God would see the blood of the animals, He would withhold punishing the Israelites until a better payment of blood would be made.



18.  When the day arrived that God chose for Aaron to enter the Most Holy Room, what did God command Aaron to take with him?

-God commanded Aaron to take the blood of an animal into the Most Holy Room.



19.  If Aaron obeyed God, and sprinkled the blood on the Ark of the Covenant, then what would God do?

-God would withhold His punishment of the sins of the Israelites for one more year until a better payment for sin would be made.



-While Moses was up on Mount Sinai talking with God, what were the Israelites doing at the bottom of the mountain?



Let’s read Exodus 32:1-6



1-When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us.  As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”

2-Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons, and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.”

3-So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron.

4-He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool.  Then they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”

5-When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.”

6-So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings.  Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.



-What were the Israelites doing at the bottom of the mountain?



-The Israelites had made a calf out of gold, and they were worshipping it.



-What was the first commandment that God gave to the Israelites?

-That God alone is to be the God of all people.



-Were the Israelites putting something else before God?

-Yes.



-What was the second commandment that God gave to the Israelites?

-That no one should make any image nor to worship it.



-Did the Israelites make an image and worship it?

-Yes.



-Just a few days ago, the Israelites said that they would obey all of God’s commandments.



-But now, the Israelites were breaking the first two commandments that God gave them.



-The Israelites had seen God send ten plagues on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.



-The Israelites had seen God separate the Red Sea so that they were able to go through the sea.



-The Israelites had seen God destroy Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea.



-The Israelites had seen God send quail and manna from heaven.

-The Israelites had seen God give them water from a rock.



-Now, the Israelites were worshipping a golden calf, and saying that it was the golden calf who had led them out of Egypt.



-Did God know that the Israelites were worshipping a golden calf?



Let’s read Exodus 32:7-8



7-Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt.

8-They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf.  They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’”



-Did God know that the Israelites were worshipping a golden calf?

-Yes.



-God saw the Israelites worshipping a golden calf.

-God sees everything.



-God saw Adam and Eve eat the fruit that He had commanded them not to eat.



-God saw Cain kill Abel.

-God saw the sin of the wicked people of Sodom and Gomorrah.



-God saw Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery to Egypt.



-God sees all sin, and He hates all sin.



-Was God angry with the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 32:9-10



9-“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people.

10-Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation.”



-God was very angry with the Israelites.



-God was so angry with the Israelites that He wanted to destroy them.



-What did Moses then say to God?



Let’s read Exodus 32:11-14



11-But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God.  “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?

12-Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’?  Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.

13-Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self:  ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’”

14-Then the LORD relented and did not bring on His people the disaster He had threatened.



-Why did God not destroy all of the Israelites?

-Because Moses prayed to God not to destroy them.



-What did Moses say to convince God not to destroy the Israelites?



-Moses said that if God were to destroy the Israelites, then the Egyptians would say that God had led them out of Egypt to kill them.



-Moses also said that God would keep His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that they would have many descendants who would become a great people.



-Because Moses prayed to God, God did not destroy the Israelites.



-Then, Moses went back down Mount Sinai.



-What did Moses do when he reached the bottom of Mount Sinai?



Let’s read Exodus 32:15-19



15-Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands.  They were inscribed on both sides, front and back.

16-The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

17-When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.”

18-Moses replied:  “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing that I hear.”

19-When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain.



-Moses was so angry with the Israelites that he threw down the two tablets of stone of God’s commandments and broke them.



-Then, what did Moses do?



Let’s read Exodus 32:20



20-And Moses took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.



-Moses destroyed the golden calf, ground the gold into powder, scattered the powder on water, and forced the Israelites to drink it.



-Because Moses broke the two stone tablets on which God had written the ten commandments, what did God tell Moses to do?



Let’s read Exodus 34:1-2



1-The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.

2-Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai.  Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain.”



-God told Moses to carve two new tablets, and take them up to the mountain where God wrote once more His ten commandments.



-On Mount Sinai, God wrote once more His ten commandments on the new stone tablets.



-Do you remember that God had told Moses that the Israelites were to build a tent for Him?



-After a time, the Israelites built the tent exactly as God had told Moses.



Let’s read Exodus 39:42-43 & 40:17



42-The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

43-Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded.  So Moses blessed them.

17-So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year.



-Because the Israelites built the tent exactly as God had told them, the glory of God entered the tent.



Let’s read Exodus 40:34-35



34-Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

35-Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.



-If the Israelites had not built the tent exactly as God had told them, would the glory of God have entered the tent?

-No.



-Because the Israelites built the tent exactly as God had told them, the glory of God entered the tent.



-Were the Israelites to approach God their own way?

-No.



-What was the only way that the Israelites were to approach God?

-God’s way.



-How can we know the way of God?



-Through God’s Book, the Bible.
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LESSON 36



1.  While Moses was up on Mount Sinai talking with God, what were the Israelites doing at the bottom of the mountain?

-The Israelites had made a calf out of gold, and they were worshipping it.



2.  Did God know that the Israelites were worshipping a golden calf?

-Yes.



3.  Was God angry with the Israelites?

-Yes.

-God was so angry with the Israelites that He wanted to destroy them.



4.  Why did God not destroy all of the Israelites?

-Because Moses prayed to God not to destroy them.



5.  What did Moses do when he reached the bottom of Mount Sinai?

-Moses was so angry with the Israelites that he threw down the two tablets of stone of God’s commandments and broke them.



6.  Because Moses broke the two stone tablets on which God had written the ten commandments, what did God tell Moses to do?

-God told Moses to carve two new tablets, and take them up to the mountain where God wrote once more His ten commandments.



7.  If the Israelites had not built the tent exactly as God had told them, would the glory of God have entered the tent?

-No.



8.  Were the Israelites able to approach God their own way?

-No.



9.  What was the only way that the Israelites were able to approach God?

-God’s way.



10.  How can we know the way of God?

-Through God’s Book, the Bible.



-God chose Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and out of bondage.



-Moses was also God’s messenger.



-When God wanted to speak to the Israelites, He would speak to Moses who would speak to the Israelites.



-God guided Moses to say to the Israelites what God wanted him to say.



-God also guided Moses to write down that which God wanted him to write.



-It was Moses who wrote the first five books in God’s Book, the Bible.



-How did Moses know what to write?



-God guided Moses to write down that which God wanted him to write.



-The Israelites had left Egypt, and were traveling through the desert.



-As the Israelites were traveling through the desert, how did they know the way?



-God guided them.



Let’s read Exodus 40:36-38



36-In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out;

37-but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out--until the day it lifted.

38-So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels.



-When God wanted the Israelites to stop, God would make the cloud stop.



-When God wanted the Israelites to go, God would make the cloud go.



-After God had given the Israelites His ten commandments, and after the Israelites had made the tent for God, God lifted up the cloud.



-Where was God leading the Israelites?



-God was leading the Israelites to Canaan, the land that He had promised to their forefather Abraham.



-The Israelites followed the cloud, and God led them to the border of Canaan.



-When the Israelites arrived at the border of Canaan, what did God tell Moses to do?



Let’s read Numbers 13:1-2



1-The LORD said to Moses,

2-“Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites.  From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.”



-God told Moses to choose one man from each of the twelve tribes to go and explore the land.



-Moses obeyed God, and sent the twelve men to explore the land of Canaan.



Let’s read Numbers 13:3



3-So at the LORD’s command Moses sent them out from the Desert of Paran.  All of them were leaders of the Israelites.



-Before Moses sent the twelve men to explore the land of Canaan, what did he tell them?



Let’s read Numbers 13:17-21



17-When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the Negev and on into the hill country.

18-See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many.

19-What kind of land do they live in?  Is it good or bad?  What kind of towns do they live in?  Are they unwalled or fortified?

20-How is the soil?  Is it fertile or poor?  Are there trees on it or not?  Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.”

21-So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath.



-At the end of forty days, the twelve men returned from exploring the land of Canaan.



-This is what the twelve men told Moses and the Israelites about the land of Canaan.



Let’s read Numbers 13:27-29



27-They gave Moses this account:  “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey!  Here is its fruit.

28-But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large.  We even saw descendants of Anak there.

29-The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”



-The land of Canaan was a land of milk and honey.

-It was also a land filled with large and powerful people.



-The cities of Canaan were also strong, and high walls surrounded the cities.



-Of the twelve men who went to explore the land of Canaan, ten of the men did not believe in God.



-What did the ten men who did not believe in God say to the Israelites?



Let’s read Numbers 13:31-33



31-But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.”

32-And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored.  They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it.  All the people we saw there are of great size.

33-We saw the Nephilim there.  We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”



-Why did the ten men who did not believe in God not want to enter Canaan?



-The ten men were afraid of the large and powerful people living in Canaan.



-The ten men did not believe that God was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan.



-The ten men did not believe God’s promise to give the Israelites the land of Canaan.



-The ten men told the Israelites that they should not enter Canaan.



-Of the twelve men, there were two men who believed in God.



-Their names were Caleb and Joshua.



-What did Caleb and Joshua say to the Israelites?



Let’s read Numbers 13:30



30-Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”



-Why did Caleb and Joshua want to enter Canaan?



-Caleb and Joshua were not afraid of the large and powerful people living in Canaan.



-Caleb and Joshua believed that God was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan.



-Caleb and  Joshua believed God’s promise to give the Israelites the land of Canaan.



-Caleb and Joshua told the Israelites that they should obey God and enter Canaan.



-Did the Israelites listen to the ten men who did not believe in God, or did they listen to Caleb and Joshua who believed in God?



Let’s read Numbers 14:1-4



1-That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud.

2-All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt!  Or in this desert!

3-Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword?  Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.  Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?”

4-And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”



-The Israelites listened to the ten men who did not believe in God, and did not want to enter the land of Canaan.



-Caleb and Joshua spoke once again to the Israelites.



Let’s read Numbers 14:6-9



6-Joshua, son of Nun, and Caleb, son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes

7-and said to the entire Israelites assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good.

8-If the LORD is pleased with us, He will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.

9-Only do not rebel against the LORD.  And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up.  Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us.  Do not be afraid of them.”



-Caleb and Joshua begged the Israelites not to disobey God.



-Caleb and Joshua told the Israelites that God was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan.



-Did the Israelites agree to enter the land of Canaan?



Let’s read Numbers 14:10a



10-But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.



-The Israelites still did not want to enter Canaan.

-The Israelites still did not want to obey God.

-The Israelites wanted to stone Caleb, Joshua, and Moses.



-Did God hear what the Israelites were saying?

-Yes.



-Did God know that the Israelites did not want to enter Canaan?

-Yes.



-Did God know that the Israelites did not believe that He was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan?

-Yes.



-Did God know that the Israelites did not believe His promise to give Canaan to them?

-Yes.



-The Israelites did not believe that God would keep His promise to give Canaan to them.



-If we do not believe God’s message, what are we calling God?

-A liar.



-The Israelites did not believe God’s message.

-The Israelites were calling God a liar.



-Here is what God said:



Let’s read Numbers 14:26-32



26-The LORD said to Moses and Aaron:

27-“How long will this wicked community grumble against me?  I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites.

28-So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say:

29-In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me.

30-Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

31-As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected.

32-But you--your bodies will fall in this desert.’”



-Because the Israelites refused to believe in God, who alone would enter Canaan?



-Only Caleb, Joshua, and the children of the Israelites.



-Because the Israelites refused to believe in God, how did God punish them?



-They would not enter Canaan.



-They would all die in the desert.



-God will always punish with death those who refuse to believe in Him.



-The people of Noah’s day refused to believe in God, and God punished them with death.



-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah refused to believe in God, and God punished them with death.



-Pharaoh and the Egyptians refused to believe in God, and God punished them with death.



-God will punish with death in the Lake of Eternal Fire those who refuse to believe in Him.
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LESSON 37



1.  Who wrote the first five books in God’s Book, the Bible?

-Moses.



2.  How did Moses know what to write?

-God guided Moses to write down that which God wanted him to write.



3.  As the Israelites were traveling through the desert, how did they know the way?

-God guided them.



4.  Where was God leading the Israelites?

-God was leading the Israelites to Canaan, the land that He had promised to their forefather Abraham.



5.  When the Israelites arrived at the border of Canaan, what did God tell Moses to do?

-God told Moses to choose one man from each of the twelve tribes to go and explore the land.



6.  Why did the ten men who did not believe in God not want to enter Canaan?

-The ten men were afraid of the large and powerful people living in Canaan.

-The ten men did not believe that God was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan.

-The ten men did not believe God’s promise to give the Israelites the land of Canaan.



7.  Why did Caleb and Joshua want to enter Canaan?

-Caleb and Joshua were not afraid of the large and powerful people living in Canaan.

-Caleb and Joshua believed that God was powerful enough to defeat the people of Canaan.

-Caleb and Joshua believed that God would keep His promise and give the Israelites the land of Canaan.



8.  If we do not believe God’s message, what are we calling God?

-A liar.



9.  Because the Israelites refused to believe in God, who alone would enter Canaan?

-Only Caleb, Joshua, and the children of the Israelites.



10.  Because the Israelites refused to believe in God, how did God punish them?

-They would not enter Canaan.

-They would all die in the desert.



-Because the Israelites refused to believe in God, they did not enter Canaan, but wandered around in the desert.



-When the Israelites arrived at Kadesh, there was no water.



-What do you think the Israelites did?



Let’s read Numbers 20:1-5



1-In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and they stayed at Kadesh.

2-Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron.

3-They quarreled with Moses and said, “If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the LORD!

4-Why did you bring the LORD’s community into this desert that we and our livestock should die here?

5-Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place?  It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates.  And there is no water to drink!”



-When the Israelites had no water, did they believe in God to give them water?

-No.



-What did the Israelites do?

-They blamed Moses and Aaron.



-What should the Israelites have done when they had no water?

-They should have asked God to give them water.



-In the past, God gave them water from a rock.



-Why did the Israelites not ask God to give them water?

-Because they did not believe in God.



-Today, many people are like the Israelites.



-Even though God gives rain and makes the maize grow, many people still do not believe in Him.



-What did Moses and Aaron do when there was no water?



Let’s read Numbers 20:6



6-Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell face down, and the glory of the LORD appeared to them.



-Moses and Aaron believed in God.

-Moses and Aaron asked God to give them water.



-Were Moses and Aaron able to give the Israelites water?

-No.



-Why were Moses and Aaron not able to give the Israelites water?

-Because they were in the desert.



-If God would not give the Israelites water, what would happen?

-All of the Israelites would die.



-Did God give the Israelites water?



Let’s read Numbers 20:7-8



7-The LORD said to Moses,

8-“Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together.  Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water.  You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink.”



-Because God loved the Israelites, He gave them water.



-What did God command Moses to do to get water?

-God commanded Moses to speak to a rock.



-In the past when the Israelites needed water, God commanded Moses to strike a rock.



-Now, God commanded Moses to speak to a rock.



-What did Moses do?



Let’s read Numbers 20:9-11



9-So Moses took the staff from the LORD’s presence, just as he commanded him.

10-He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?”

11-Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.  Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.



-Did Moses speak to the rock?

-No.



-What did Moses do?

-He struck the rock two times.



-Why did Moses strike the rock?

-Because he was angry with the Israelites.



-Did Moses disobey God?

-Yes.



-What did God then say to Moses and Aaron?



Let’s read Numbers 20:12



12-But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”



-Because Moses and Aaron did not speak to the rock, but instead struck the rock, did God punish them?

-Yes.



-How did God punish Moses and Aaron?



-God told them that they would not enter the land of Canaan.



-When the time came for Aaron to die, God told Moses to take Aaron to the top of a nearby mountain.



Let’s read Numbers 20:23-25 & 28



23-At Mount Hor, near the border of Edom, the LORD said to Moses and Aaron,

24-“Aaron will be gathered to his people.  He will not enter the land I give the Israelites, because both of you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah.

25-Get Aaron and his son Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor.”

28-Moses removed Aaron’s garments and put them on his son Eleazar.  And Aaron died there on top of the mountain.  Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain.



-At the top of the mountain, Aaron died.



-Did Aaron enter the land of Canaan?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because Aaron disobeyed God.



-Did God keep His Word?

-Yes.

-God always keeps His Word.



-Who took Aaron’s place as chief priest?

-Aaron’s son, Eleazar.



-Sometime thereafter, the Israelites complained again.



Let’s read Numbers 21:4-5



4-The Israelites traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom.  But the people grew impatient on the way;

5-they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert?  There is no bread!  There is no water!  And we detest this miserable food!”



-Even though God had given the Israelites water, the Israelites continued to complain.



-Because the Israelites continued to complain, what did God then do to them?



Let’s read Numbers 21:6



6-Then the LORD sent poisonous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.



-God punished the Israelites by sending many poisonous snakes among them.



-The poisonous snakes were everywhere.



-Many of the Israelites were bitten by the snakes and died.



-How is sin like the snakes?



-Just like the snakes bit the Israelites and they died, so sin bites people and they die.



-Were the Israelites able to escape the poisonous snakes?

-No.



-Why not?

-Because the poisonous snakes were everywhere.



-When God decides to punish people who do not believe in Him, there is no place for them to escape.



-In the days of Noah, was there a place of escape for the people who were outside of the boat?

-No.



-In the days of Sodom and Gomorrah, was there a place of escape for the people who were inside the cities?

-No.



-Was there a place of escape for Lot’s wife when she looked back at Sodom and Gomorrah?

-No.



-When God decides to punish people who do not believe in God, there is no place for them to escape.



-When many Israelites died, what did the rest of the Israelites do?



Let’s read Numbers 21:7



7-The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you.  Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.”  So Moses prayed for the people.



-Did the Israelites admit their sin?

-Yes.



-Did the Israelites ask Moses and God to help them?

-Yes.



-Were the Israelites able to save themselves from the snakes?

-No.



-Was Moses able to save the Israelites from the snakes?

-No.



-Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites from the snakes?

-God.



-Did God help the Israelites?



Let’s read Numbers 21:8-9a



8-The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.”

9-So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.



-What did God tell Moses to do to save the Israelites?

-To make a snake out of brass, and to put it up on a pole.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, what must they do?



-Look at the bronze snake on the pole.



Let’s read Numbers 21:9b



9-Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.



-Did the Israelites who looked at the bronze snake on the pole live?

-Yes.



-If the Israelites had prayed but not looked at the snake, would God save them?

-No.



-If the Israelites had offered God a sacrifice but not looked at the snake, would God save them?

-No.



-In order to be saved, the Israelites had to obey only what God said.



-In order to be saved, the Israelites had to follow only God’s path.



-In order to be saved, the Israelites had to only look at the snake on the pole.



-Did the bronze snake have any power to save the Israelites?

-No.



-Who alone had the power to save the Israelites?

-God.



-God saved all of the Israelites who looked at the bronze snake up on the pole.



-Did the sin of the Israelites call for death?

-Yes.



-Even though the sin of the Israelites called for death, what did God do for those who looked at the snake?



-God saved them.
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LESSON 38



1.  When the Israelites had no water, did they believe in God to give them water?

-No.



2.  What should the Israelites have done when they had no water?

-They should have asked God to give them water.



3.  What did God command Moses to do to get water?

-God commanded Moses to speak to a rock.



4.  Because Moses and Aaron did not speak to the rock, but instead struck the rock, did God punish them?

-Yes.



5.  How did God punish Moses and Aaron?

-God told them that they would not enter the land of Canaan.



6.  Because the Israelites continued to complain, what did God then do to them?

-God punished the Israelites by sending many poisonous snakes among them.



7.  How is sin like the snakes?

-Just like the snakes bit the Israelites and they died, so sin bites people and they die.



8.  What did God tell Moses to do to save the Israelites?

-To make a snake out of brass, and to put it up on a pole.



9.  If the Israelites were to be saved from death, what must they do?

-Look at the bronze snake up on the pole.



10.  Did the Israelites who looked at the bronze snake on the pole live?

-Yes.



11.  Did the bronze snake have any power to save the Israelites?

-No.



12.  Who alone had the power to save the Israelites?

-God.



13.  Did the sin of the Israelites call for death?

-Yes.



14.  Even though the sin of the Israelites called for death, what did God do for those who looked at the snake?

-God saved them.



-Because the Israelites did not believe in God, they were not able to enter into Canaan.



-Because the Israelites did not believe in God, they wandered in the desert for forty years until all of the adults died.



-Why did God punish the Israelites?



-Because they refused to believe in God’s Word that Moses brought to them.



-Just as Moses brought God’s Word to the Israelites, so I am bringing God’s Word to you.



-If you are like the Israelites and refuse to believe in God’s Word, God will punish you like He punished the Israelites.



-After forty years and all of the adults had died, God once again led the Israelites to the border of Canaan.



-Because Moses had disobeyed God, God would not allow Moses to lead the Israelites into Canaan.



-Because God would not allow Moses to lead the Israelites into Canaan, God chose a new leader to lead them.



Let’s read Numbers 27:18-20 & 22-23



18-So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him.

19-Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence.

20-Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him.”

22-Moses did as the LORD commanded him.  He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly.

23-Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the LORD instructed through Moses.



-Who was the new leader of the Israelites whom God chose to replace Moses?

-Joshua.



-After Joshua became the new leader of the Israelites, God told Moses to climb up a mountain which was near the border of Canaan.



-At the top of the mountain, God showed Moses the land of Canaan which He had promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants.



Let’s read Deuteronomy 34:1-4



1-Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho.  There the LORD showed him the whole land--from Gilead to Dan,

2-all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea,

3-the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar.

4-Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’  I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”



-Because Moses disobeyed God, God did not allow Moses to enter the land of Canaan.



-Did God keep His Word and not allow Moses to enter the land of Canaan?

-Yes.



-God always keeps His Word.

-God never breaks His Word.



-After God had shown Moses the land of Canaan from the top of the mountain, Moses died.



Let’s read Deuteronomy 34:5



5-And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said.



-After Moses died, God spoke to Joshua.



-God told Joshua to prepare to enter the land of Canaan.



Let’s read Joshua 1:1-2



1-After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:

2-“Moses my servant is dead.  Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites.”



-After Moses died, Joshua led the Israelites into the land of Canaan.



-Did God keep His promise and give to Abraham’s descendants the land of Canaan?

-Yes.



-Just as God had promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God gave the land of Canaan to the Israelites.



-Satan and Pharaoh tried to keep the Israelites in bondage in Egypt.



-But God kept His promise to give the land of Canaan to the Israelites.



-The Israelites did not believe God to give them food and water in the desert.



-But God kept His promise to give the land of Canaan to the Israelites.



-God always keeps His promises.

-God can never break even one of His promises.



Let’s read Joshua 11:23a



23-So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions.



-The Israelites now lived in the land of Canaan.



-As long as Joshua lived, the Israelites remembered God.



Let’s read Judges 2:7



7-The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel.



-After a time, Joshua became old and died.



Let’s read Judges 2:8-9



8-Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten.

9-And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.



-While Joshua was still alive, the Israelites remembered God.



-After Joshua died, what did the Israelites do?



Let’s read Judges 2:10-13



10-After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what He had done for Israel.

11-Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals.

12-They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt.  They followed and worshipped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to anger

13-because they forsook Him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.



-After Joshua died, the Israelites rejected God and became very wicked.



-After Joshua died, the Israelites made images and worshipped the images instead of God.



-The people who were living next to the Israelites in Canaan worshipped images they called Baal and Ashtoreth.



-Because the Israelites rejected God, they too worshipped the images of Baal and Ashtoreth.



-Who deceived the Israelites so that they rejected God and worshipped images?

-Satan.



-Satan deceived the people, and the people thought that they were worshipping God.



-But the people were not worshipping God.



-The people were worshipping Satan who was hiding in the images of Baal and Ashtoreth.



-Just as Satan hid in the snake to deceive Adam and Eve, Satan was also hiding in the images of Baal and Ashtoreth to deceive the people.



-Satan also hides behind spirits and ancestral spirits.



-People think that when they are worshipping spirits and ancestral spirits, they are worshipping God.



-But they are not worshipping God; they are only worshipping Satan.



-If we worship anyone or anything other than God, who are we worshipping?

-Satan.



-Why does Satan lead people to worship images?



-Because Satan hates God, and does not want anyone to worship God.



-Because Satan hates all people, and does not want anyone to be saved by God.



-Did God know that the Israelites were worshipping the images of Baal and Ashtoreth?

-Yes.



-Was God angry with the Israelites for worshipping the images of Baal and Ashtoreth?

-Yes.



-What did God do to the Israelites?



Let’s read Judges 2:14-15



14-In His anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them.  He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.

15-Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as He had sworn to them.  They were in great distress.



-Because the Israelites no longer worshipped God, but worshipped the images of Baal and Ashtoreth, God punished them.



-How did God punish the Israelites for worshipping images?



-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and destroy all of the crops of the Israelites.



-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and steal all of their cattle.



-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and make the Israelites their slaves.



-When the Israelites confessed their sins, and asked God to save them, what did God do?



Let’s read Judges 2:16



16-Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.



-When the Israelites confessed their sins, and asked God to save them, God would choose men and women among the Israelites who would lead the Israelites to defeat their enemies.



-What were these men and women whom God chose to lead the Israelites to defeat their enemies called?



-Judges.



-As long as the judge whom God chose was still living, the Israelites would follow God.



-Yet when the judge whom God chose would die, the Israelites would return to worshipping images instead of God.



Let’s read Judges 2:17-19



17-Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshipped them.  Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the LORD’s commands.

18-Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, He was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them.

19-But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshipping them.  They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.



-Even though God punished the Israelites for their sin, God still loved them and protected them.



-Why did God still love and protect the Israelites?



-Because God promised that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would have many descendants who would become a great people.



-Because God promised to send the Savior through the descendants of the Israelites.



-Because God promised to send His message, the Bible, through the descendants of the Israelites.



-God wants all people to hear His message in order that they might be saved.



-Who was the last judge of the Israelites?

-Samuel.



-Samuel was a judge for the Israelites for many years.



-When Samuel became old, there was no one to take his place, for Samuel’s sons did not believe in God.



Let’s read 1 Samuel 8:1-3



1-When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel.

2-The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba.

3-But his sons did not walk in his ways.  They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.



-Because Samuel became old, and because there was no one to take Samuel’s place, the Israelites gathered together and came to visit Samuel.



Let’s read 1 Samuel 8:4-6



4-So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah.

5-They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”

6-But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.



-Before Samuel died, what did the Israelites ask Samuel to do?



-The Israelites asked Samuel to choose a king to lead them.



-Why did this make Samuel sad?



-Samuel was sad because the Israelites were rejecting God as their king.



-Who was the king of the Israelites when they were delivered from Egypt?

-God.



-Who was the king of the Israelites when they were led through the desert?

-God.



-Who was the king of the Israelites when they were given food and water in the desert?

-God.



-Who was the king of the Israelites when they were given the land of Canaan?

-God.



-For many years, God had been the king of the Israelites.



-From the time God delivered the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt, God had been their king.



-But now, the Israelites no longer wanted God as their king.



-The Israelites wanted to be like the wicked people living next to them, and have a man as a king.



-The Israelites were rejecting God as their king.



-Here is what God said to Samuel:



Let’s read 1 Samuel 8:7-8a



7-And the LORD told Samuel, “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.

8-As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods.”



-What did God say to Samuel?



-God told Samuel that the Israelites were not rejecting Samuel.



-God told Samuel that because the Israelites wanted a king, they were rejecting God as their king.



-Did God give the Israelites a king?



Let’s read 1 Samuel 11:14-15



14-Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there reaffirm the kingship.”

15-So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in the presence of the LORD.  There they sacrificed fellowship offerings before the LORD, and Saul and all the Israelites held a great celebration.



-Even though the Israelites rejected God as their king, God gave them another king.



-His name was Saul.



-Saul was the first man to be king of the Israelites.
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LESSON 39



1.  Who was the new leader of the Israelites whom God chose to replace Moses?

-Joshua.



2.  Did God keep His promise and give to Abraham’s descendants the land of Canaan?

-Yes.



3.  After Joshua died, what did the Israelites do?

-After Joshua died, the Israelites rejected God and became very wicked.

-After Joshua died, the Israelites made images and worshipped the images instead of God.



4.  Who deceived the Israelites so that they rejected God and worshipped images?

-Satan.



5.  If we worship anyone or anything other than God, who are we worshipping?

-Satan.



6.  Why does Satan lead people to worship images?

-Because Satan hates God, and does not want anyone to worship God.

-Because Satan hates all people, and does not want anyone to be saved by God.



7.  How did God punish the Israelites for worshipping images?

-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and destroy all the crops of the Israelites.

-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and steal all of their cattle.

-God sent the enemies of the Israelites to come and make the Israelites their slaves.



8.  When the Israelites confessed their sins, and asked God to save them, what did God do?

-When the Israelites confessed their sins, and asked God to save them, God would choose men and women among the Israelites who would lead the Israelites to defeat their enemies.



9.  What were these men and women whom God chose to lead the Israelites to defeat their enemies called?

-Judges.



10.  Why did God still love and protect the Israelites?

-Because God promised that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would have many descendants who would become a great people.

-Because God promised to send the Savior through the descendants of the Israelites.

-Because God promised to send His message, the Bible, through the descendants of the Israelites.



11.  Who was the last judge of the Israelites?

-Samuel.



12.  Before Samuel died, what did the Israelites ask Samuel to do?

-The Israelites asked Samuel to choose a king to lead them.



13.  Why did this make Samuel sad?

-Samuel was sad because the Israelites were rejecting God as their king.



-God chose Saul to be the first king of the Israelites.



-Because God chose Saul, God wanted Saul to obey Him, but Saul disobeyed God.



-Therefore, Samuel told Saul that God had chosen another man to be king of the Israelites.



Let’s read 1 Samuel 13:13-14



13-“You acted foolishly,” Samuel said to Saul.  “You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, He would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time.

14-But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after His own heart and appointed him leader of His people, because you have not kept the LORD’s command.”



-When Saul disobeyed God, who did God choose to be the next king of Israel?

-David.



-God chose David to be the second king of the Israelites.



Let’s read 1 Samuel 16:1 & 13



1-The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

13-So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.



-After Saul died, all of the Israelites came to David to make him king.



Let’s read 2 Samuel 5:1-4



1-All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood.

2-In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their military campaigns.  And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.’”

3-When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a compact with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel.

4-David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years.



-How were Saul and David different?



-Saul did not believe that he was born into sin separated from God.



-But David knew that he was born into sin separated from God.



-Saul did not believe that God punishes all sin by death.



-But David knew that God punishes all sin by death.



-Saul did not believe God alone was able to save him.



-But David knew that only God was able to save him.



-Saul did not believe in God’s promise to send the Savior.



-But David knew that God would send the Savior to save him from Satan and death.



-Because David believed in God, he wrote many songs of worship to God.



-David wrote many songs of worship to God which are now in God’s Book, the Bible.



-Because David was the king of the Israelites, he had much money.



-Because David was the king of the Israelites, he built a large house of wood, stone, gold, and silver.



-One day, David started thinking about his house and the tent of God.



Let’s read 2 Samuel 7:1-3



1-After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him,

2-he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”

3-Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”



-After David had finished building his house, what did he want to do?



-David wanted to build a house for God.



-Does God need a house to live in?

-No.



-God is everywhere at the same time, and does not need a house to live in.



-Even though God does not need a house to live in, God was pleased that David thought of Him.



-What did God then say to David?



Let’s read 2 Samuel 7:12-13a



12-The LORD said, “When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13-He is the one who will build a house for my Name.”



-Although God was pleased that David thought of Him, God said that David would not be the one to build a house for God.



-Who was to be the one to build a house for God?

-David’s son, Solomon.



-Because David believed in God, God made a promise to David.



-Here is what God promised to David:



Let’s read 2 Samuel 7:16



16-The LORD said to David, “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.”



-What was this great promise that God made to David?



-God promised that He would send the Savior through the descendants of David.



-This promise that God made to David is the same promise that God made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-God would send the Savior who would be king forever and ever.



-Did God forget His promise to send the Savior?

-No.



-God always remembered His promise to send the Savior to save us from sin, death, and Satan.



-Before David died, he made many preparations to build a house for God.



-Then, David gave to his son Solomon the work of building the house for God.



Let’s read 1 Chronicles 22:5-6



5-David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the LORD should be of great magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of all the nations.  Therefore, I will make preparations for it.”  So David made extensive preparations before his death.

6-Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel.



-Before David died, he told his son Solomon to build a house for God.



-Thereafter, David died, and his son Solomon became king of the Israelites.



Let’s read 1 Chronicles 29:26-28



26-David son of Jesse was king over all Israel.

27-He ruled over Israel forty years--seven in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem.

28-He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth, and honor.  His son Solomon succeeded him as king.



-After Solomon became king of the Israelites, what did he do?



Let’s read 2 Chronicles 2:1a



1-Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the Name of the LORD.



-Just as his father King David had told him, Solomon built a house for God.



-The name of the house that Solomon built for God was called the temple.



-Solomon built the temple in the city of Jerusalem.



-The city of Jerusalem was a big city in Canaan where many of the Israelites lived.



-A great stone wall surrounded the city of Jerusalem to protect the city from the enemies of the Israelites.



-The temple that Solomon built for God was like the tent that the Israelites built for God in the desert.



-How was the temple that Solomon built for God like the tent that the Israelites built for God in the desert?



-The tent of God had a first room called the Holy Room.



-The temple also had a first room called the Holy Room.



-The tent of God had a second room called the Most Holy Room.



-The temple also had a second room called the Most Holy Room.



-The tent of God had a curtain which separated the two rooms.



-The temple also had a curtain which separated the two rooms.



-Because God is holy and hates all sin, how often was the chief priest able to enter the Most Holy Room?

-Only once a year.



-Because God is holy and hates all sin, what did the chief priest do in the Most Holy Room?



-He sprinkled the blood of animals on the Ark of the Covenant.



-What would God do when He saw the blood that the chief priest sprinkled on the Ark of the Covenant?



-God said that He would withhold His punishment of the sins of the people for one more year until a better payment for sin would be made.



-Was the blood of the animals able to pay for the sins of the people?

-No.



-Why was the blood of the animals not able to pay for the sins of the people?



-Because sin must be paid for by the death of the sinner.



-After King Solomon died, what happened to the Israelites?



-The Israelites could not agree on who would be the next king.



-Therefore, the twelve tribes of the Israelites split up and became two peoples.



-The ten tribes in the north separated from the two tribes in the south.



-What were the ten tribes of the north called?

-Israel.



-What were the two tribes of the south called?

-Judah.



-Many kings ruled over Israel, and many kings ruled over Judah.



-Most of the kings did not believe in God.



-Only a few of the kings believed in God.
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LESSON 40



1.  When Saul disobeyed God, who did God choose to be the next king of Israel?

-David.



2.  How were Saul and David different?

-Saul did not believe that he was born into sin separated from God, but David did.

-Saul did not believe that God punishes all sin by death, but David did.

-Saul did not believe God alone was able to save him, but David did.

-Saul did not believe in God’s promise to send the Savior, but David did.



3.  After David finished building his house, what did he want to do?

-David wanted to build a house for God.



4.  Who was to be the one to build a house for God?

-David’s son, Solomon.



5.  What was the great promise that God made to David?

-God promised that He would send the Savior through the descendants of David.



6.  How was the temple that Solomon built for God like the tent that the Israelites built for God in the desert?

1

-Both the tent and the temple had a first room called the Holy Room.

-Both the tent and the temple had a second room called the Most Holy Room.

-Both the tent and the temple had a curtain which separated the two rooms.



7.  Because God is holy and hates all sin, what did the chief priest do in the Most Holy Room?

-He sprinkled the blood of animals on the Ark of the Covenant.



8.  What would God do when He saw the blood that the chief priest sprinkled on the Ark of the Covenant?

-God said that He would withhold His punishment of the sins of the people for one more year until a better payment of sin would be made.



9.  Why was the blood of the animals not able to pay for the sins of the people?

-Because sin must be paid for by the death of the sinner.



10.  After King Solomon died, what happened to the Israelites?

-The Israelites could not agree on who would be the next king.  Therefore, the twelve tribes of the Israelites split up and became two peoples.



11.  What were the ten tribes of the north called?

-Israel.



12.  What were the two tribes of the south called?

-Judah.



-Why has God always spoken to people?

-That they would be saved.



-God has also given His message to men to speak to people, that they would be saved.



-God gave His message to Noah, and Noah spoke to the people, that they would be saved.



-God gave His message to Moses, and Moses spoke to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, that they would be saved.



-God gave His message to Joshua, and Joshua spoke to the Israelites, that they would be saved.



-One day, God called an Israelite named Jonah.



-God gave His message to Jonah, and commanded Jonah to take His message to a wicked people living in a city called Nineveh.



-The people who lived in the city of Nineveh were called the Assyrians.



Let’s read Jonah 1:1-3a



1-The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:

2-“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”

3-But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish.



-Why did God want Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh?



-Because God loved the people of Nineveh.

-Because God wanted to save the people of Nineveh from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Why did Jonah run away?

-Jonah ran away because he did not want to go to the city of Nineveh.



-Why did Jonah not want to go to the city of Nineveh?



-Because the people of Nineveh were very wicked.

-Because the people of Nineveh were enemies of the Israelites.

-Because Jonah did not want God to save the people of Nineveh.



-Was Jonah able to run away from God?



Let’s read Jonah 1:3b-10



3-Jonah went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port.  After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.

4-Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.

5-All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.  And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.  But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.

6-The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep?  Get up and call on your god!  Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish.”

7-Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us  cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity.”  They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.

8-So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us?  What do you do?  Where do you come from?  What is your country?  From what people are you?”

9-[Jonah] answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.”

10-This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?”  (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)



-Was Jonah able to run away from God?

-No.

-Was Jonah able to hide from God?

-No.

-Was Jonah able to escape from God?

-No.

-No one can escape from God.



-Even Satan and his demons cannot escape from God.



Let’s read Jonah 1:11-17



11-The sea was getting rougher and rougher.  So they asked Jonah, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?”

12-“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” Jonah replied, “and it will become calm.  I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

13-Instead, the men did their best to row back to land.  But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before.

14-Then they cried to the LORD, “O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man’s life.  Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased.”

15-Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.

16-At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to Him.

17-But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.



-What did God do when Jonah disobeyed God and did not go to Nineveh?



-God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah.



-How long was Jonah in the stomach of the big fish?

-For three days and three nights.



-Was Jonah able to save himself in the stomach of the big fish?

-No.



-Who was the only One who was able to save Jonah?

-God.



-How are all people like Jonah?



-Just like Jonah was not able to save himself from the stomach of the big fish,



-All people are not able to save themselves from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Just like only God was able to save Jonah, only God is able to save all people.



-What did Jonah do in the stomach of the big fish?



Let’s read Jonah 2:1



1-From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God.



-Jonah admitted to God that he had disobeyed God.

-Jonah admitted to God that he had sinned against God.



-Jonah called on God to save him.



-Did God save Jonah?



Let’s read Jonah 2:10



10-And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.



-What did God do when Jonah admitted that he had disobeyed and sinned against God?



-God made the big fish vomit Jonah onto dry land.



-Why did God save Jonah?



-Because Jonah admitted that he had disobeyed God.

-Because Jonah admitted that he had sinned against God.



-After God saved Jonah, did God tell Jonah that he did not have to go to Nineveh?

-No.



Let’s read Jonah 3:1-2



1-Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:

2-“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”



-God does not change.

-God never changes.



-God still wanted Jonah to take His message to the people of Nineveh.

-God still wanted to save the people of Nineveh.



-This time, did Jonah obey God and go to Nineveh?



Let’s read Jonah 3:3-5 & 10



3-Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh.  Now Nineveh was a very important city--a visit required three days.

4-On the first day, Jonah started into the city.  He proclaimed:  “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”

5-The Ninevites believed God.  They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.

10-When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, He had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction He had threatened.



-This time, Jonah obeyed God and went to Nineveh.

-This time, Jonah took God’s message to Nineveh.



-Jonah told the people of Nineveh to leave the path of sin, and to follow the path of God.



-Did the people of Nineveh listen to the message of God that Jonah told them?

-Yes.



-God wants you to be like the people of Nineveh.



-God wants you to listen to His message like the people of Nineveh.

-God wants you to believe His message like the people of Nineveh.



-God wants you to leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God.



-God also chose many other men to be His messengers, and to tell the people His message.



-What were the men called that God chose to be His messengers, and to tell the people His message?

-Prophets.



-God sent some of the prophets to the people of the ten tribes of Israel.

-God sent some of the prophets to the people of the two tribes of Judah.



-What did the prophets tell the people?

-To leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God.



-The prophets also told the people that God wanted them to destroy their images.



-One of God’s prophets was named Isaiah.

-The prophet Isaiah went to the people of the ten tribes of Israel.



-Here is what God said through the prophet Isaiah to the ten tribes of Israel:



Let’s read Isaiah 10:6



6-The LORD said, “I send Assyria against a godless nation, Israel.  I dispatch him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.”



-What would happen to the ten tribes of Israel if they did not leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God?



-God would send the Assyrians to defeat the ten tribes of Israel, and to make them their slaves.



-Another one of God’s prophets was named Jeremiah.

-The prophet Jeremiah went to the people of the two tribes of Judah.



-Here is what God said through the prophet Jeremiah to the two tribes of Judah:



Let’s read Jeremiah 20:5



5-The LORD said, “I will hand over to Judah’s enemies all the wealth of this city--all its products, all its valuables, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah.  They will take it away as plunder and carry it off to Babylon.”



-What would happen to the two tribes of Judah if they did not leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God?



-God would send the Babylonians to defeat the two tribes of Judah, and to make them their slaves.



-God has not changed.

-God still wants all people to leave the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-God will punish with eternal death all those who do not leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God.
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LESSON 41



1.  Why has God always spoken to people?

-That they would be saved.



2.  Why did God want Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh?

-Because God loved the people of Nineveh.

-Because God wanted to save the people of Nineveh from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



3.  Why did Jonah run away?

-Jonah ran away because he did not want to go to the city of Nineveh.



4.  Why did Jonah not want to go to the city of Nineveh?

-Because the people of Nineveh were very wicked.

-Because the people of Nineveh were enemies of the Israelites.

-Because Jonah did not want God to save the people of Nineveh.



5.  Was Jonah able to run away from God?

-No.



6.  Was Jonah able to hide from God?

-No.



7.  Was Jonah able to escape from God?

-No.



8.  What did God do when Jonah disobeyed God and did not go to Nineveh?

-God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah.



9.  How long was Jonah in the stomach of the big fish?

-For three days and three nights.



10.  Was Jonah able to save himself in the stomach of the big fish?

-No.



11.  Who was the only One who was able to save Jonah?

-God.



12.  How are all people like Jonah?

-Just like Jonah was not able to save himself from the stomach of the big fish, all people are not able to save themselves from the power of sin, death, and Satan.

-Just like only God was able to save Jonah, only God is able to save all people.



13.  What did God do when Jonah admitted that he had disobeyed and sinned against God?

-God made the big fish vomit Jonah onto dry land.



14.  After God saved Jonah, did God tell Jonah that he did not have to go to Nineveh?

-No.

-God does not change.

-God never changes.

-God still wanted Jonah to go to Nineveh.



15.  Did the people of Nineveh listen to the message of God that Jonah told them?

-Yes.



16.  What were the men called that God chose to be His messengers, and to tell the people His message?

-Prophets.



17.  What did the prophets tell the people?

-To leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God.



18.  What would happen to the ten tribes of Israel if they did not leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God?

-God would send the Assyrians to defeat the ten tribes of Israel, and to make them their slaves.



19.  What would happen to the two tribes of Judah if they did not leave the path of sin, and follow the path of God?

-God would send the Babylonians to defeat the two tribes of Judah, and to make them their slaves.



-Even though many years had passed since God promised to send the Savior, did God forget His promise?

-No.



-God promised Adam and Eve that He would send the Savior.



-God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would send the Savior.



-God promised Moses and the Israelites that He would send the Savior.



-God promised King David and King Solomon that He would send the Savior.



-God did not forget His promise to send the Savior.



-Even though the Israelites did not believe in God, did God decide not to send the Savior?

-No.



-Even though the Israelites did not believe in God, why did God still want to send the Savior?



-Because God loves all people.



-Because God wants to save all people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Because God does not want anyone to go to the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-To whom did God give His message about the coming Savior?



-To the prophets.



-Where are these messages written about the coming Savior that God gave the prophets?



-In God’s Book, the Bible.



-Before God sent the Savior, God planned everything that would happen to the Savior.



-What did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 9:7a



7-Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.



-God said that the Savior would be a descendant of David and be king forever.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 7:14



14-The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.



-God said that the Savior would have no human father nor human mother, but be born of a virgin.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Micah 5:2



2-“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”



-God said that the Savior would be born in the town of Bethlehem.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Hosea 11:1



1-“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.”



-God said that He would call the Savior out of Egypt.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 11:2



2-The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD--



-God said that the Savior would be led by God the Holy Spirit.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 53:4-5



4-Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted.

5-But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.



-God said that the Savior would suffer for all people.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 41:9



9-Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.



-God said that the Savior would be betrayed by a friend.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Zechariah 11:12-13



12-I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.”  So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.

13-And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”--the handsome price at which they priced me!  So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter.



-God said that the Savior would be sold for thirty pieces of silver.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 27:2



2-When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.



-God said that the Savior would be falsely accused.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 50:6



6-I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.



-God said that the Savior would be beaten and spit upon.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 53:7



7-He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth.



-God said that the Savior would not say anything when he was accused.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 53:3



3-He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.



-God said that the people would reject the Savior.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 69:4



4-Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs of my head; many are my enemies without cause, those who seek to destroy me.



-God said that the Savior would be hated for no reason.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 22:16



16-Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.



-God said that the hands and feet of the Savior would be pierced.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 22:18



18-They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.



-God said that the people would throw dice for the Savior’s clothing.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 22:6-7



6-But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.

7-All who see me mock me; they hurtle insults, shaking their heads:



-God said that the Savior would be mocked and insulted.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 53:12



12-Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured out His life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.  For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.



-God said that the Savior would die with evil men.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Isaiah 53:9



9-He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.



-God said that the Savior would be buried with the rich.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 16:10



10-Because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.



-God said that the Savior would rise from the dead.



-What else did God say about the Savior whom He was sending?



Let’s read Psalm 68:18



18-When you ascend on high, you led captives in your train.



-God said that the Savior would return to heaven.



-Before God sent the Savior, God planned everything that would happen to the Savior.



-The prophets of God told the Israelites about the Savior whom God was sending.



-The prophets of God also told the Israelites to leave the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-Did most of the Israelites listen to the prophets of God?

-No.



-What did the Israelites do to God’s prophets?



-They killed them.



-Why did the Israelites kill the prophets of God?



-Because the prophets of God told the Israelites to leave the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-Because the prophets of God told the Israelites that God would punish their sin by death.



-Because the Israelites loved their sin, and did not want to obey God.



-Instead of listening to the prophets of God, to whom did the Israelites listen?



-False prophets.



-The false prophets said that they were prophets of God, but they were prophets of Satan.



-The false prophets were saying that God would not punish their sin.



-The false prophets said that they were telling the truths of God, but what were they telling?



-The lies of Satan.



-Who was speaking through the false prophets?

-Satan.



-Today, does Satan still continue to speak his lies through people?



-Yes.



-Satan says through people not to follow God.



-Satan says through people to follow the ways of the ancestors.



-Satan says through people not to listen to God’s Word.



-Satan says through people that God’s Word is not true.



-Satan says through people that God will not punish sin.



-Although the Israelites worshipped the images that they made, did they also continue to worship God in the temple?

-Yes. 



-Did God accept the worship of the Israelites who worshipped the images they made, and also worshipped God in the temple?

-No.



-Why did God not accept the worship of the Israelites who worshipped the images they made, and also worshipped God in the temple?



-Because God knew that they were only worshipping Him with their lips.



-Because God knew that they were worshipping the images in their hearts.



-Who knows all about our hearts?

-God.



-God can see into all of our hearts.



-God knows whether we are worshipping Him with our lips or with our hearts.



-What does God say about all of our hearts?



-God says that all of our hearts are full of sin.



-Even though most of the Israelites were worshipping images, were there any Israelites who were worshipping only God?



-Yes.

-There were a few.



-For whom were the Israelites who worshipped only God waiting?



-They were waiting for God to send the Savior.
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LESSON 42



1.  Even though many years had passed since God promised to send the Savior, did God forget His promise?

-No.



2.  To whom did God give His message about the coming Savior?

-To the prophets.



3.  Where are these messages written about the coming Savior that God gave the prophets?

-In God’s Book, the Bible.



4.  Did most of the Israelites listen to the prophets of God?

-No.



5.  What did the Israelites do to God’s prophets?

-They killed them.



6.  Instead of listening to the prophets of God, to whom did the Israelites listen?

-False prophets.



7.  The false prophets said that they were telling the truths of God, but what were they telling?

-The lies of Satan.



8.  Did God accept the worship of the Israelites who worshipped the images they had made, and also worshipped God in the temple?

-No.



9.  Why did God not accept the worship of the Israelites who worshipped the images they made, and also worshipped God in the temple?

-Because God knew that they were only worshipping Him with their lips.

-Because God knew that they were worshipping the images in their hearts.



10.  Who knows all about our hearts?

-God.



11.  What does God say about all of our hearts?

-God says that all of our hearts are full of sin.



12.  Even though most of the Israelites were worshipping images, were there any Israelites who were worshipping only God?

-Yes.  There were a few.



13.  For whom were the Israelites who worshipped only God waiting?

-They were waiting for God to send the Savior.



-God is patient.

-God waits for people to turn from the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-God waited 120 years for the people of Noah’s time to turn from the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-God also waited more than 200 years for the Israelites to turn from the path of sin and follow the path of God.



-But the Israelites did not turn from the path of sin.



-The Israelites thought that God would forget about their sin.



-Did God forget about their sin?

-No.



-The Israelites thought that God would not punish their sin.



-Does God punish all sin?

-Yes.



-Just like God punished the sin of the people of Noah’s day, God also punished the sin of the Israelites.



-How did God punish the ten tribes of Israel?



-God sent the Assyrians to conquer the ten tribes of Israel, and the Assyrians made them their slaves.



Let’s read 2 Kings 17:5-8



5-The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to it for three years.

6-In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria.  He settled them in Halah, in Gosan on the Habor River and in the towns of the Medes.

7-All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  They worshipped other gods

8-and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced.



-The Assyrians conquered the ten tribes of Israel, and took many of them to Assyria to make them their slaves.



-The Assyrians also brought in people from other countries to live with the Israelites who remained in the land of Israel.



-The people who were brought in from other countries did not believe in God, but worshipped images which they made.



-These people married the Israelites who remained in the land of Israel, and a new people were begun.



-These new people were called Samaritans.



-The Samaritans worshipped God according to their own way, and not according to the way of God.



-After God punished the ten tribes of Israel, how did God punish the two tribes of Judah?



-God sent the Babylonians to conquer the two tribes of Judah, and the Babylonians made them their slaves.



Let’s read 2 Kings 25:1-7



1-So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army.  He encamped outside the city and built siege works all around it.

2-The city was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

3-By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city had become so severe that there was no food for the people to eat.

4-Then the city wall was broken through, and the whole army fled at night through the gate between the two walls near the king’s garden, though the Babylonians were surrounding the city.  They fled toward the Arabah,

5-but the Babylonian army pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho.  All his soldiers were separated from him and scattered, 

6-and he was captured.  He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where sentence was pronounced on him.

7-They killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes.  Then they put out his eyes, bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.



-The Babylonians conquered the two tribes of Judah, and took many of them to Babylon to make them their slaves.



-The Babylonians also destroyed the city of Jerusalem.



Let’s read 2 Kings 25:9-12 & 21



9-The Babylonians set fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem.  Every important building he burned down.

10-The whole Babylonian army, under the commander of the imperial guard, broke down the walls around Jerusalem.

11-Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace and those who had gone over to the king of Babylon.

12-But the commander left behind some of the poorest people of the land to work the vineyards and fields.

21-So Judah went into captivity, away from her land.



-How did the Babylonians destroy the city of Jerusalem?



-They set fire to the temple.

-They burned down all of Jerusalem.
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-They broke down the wall surrounding the city.



-God punished the ten tribes of Israel and the two tribes of Judah because they did not turn from the path of sin.



-After many years, the people of Judah who were living in Babylon cried out to God.



-They cried out to God, confessed their sins to Him, and asked Him to forgive them.



-Because God is merciful, God allowed many of them to return to Jerusalem.



-What did the people of Judah do when they returned to Jerusalem?



-They rebuilt the temple.

-They rebuilt the city of Jerusalem.

-They rebuilt the wall surrounding the city of Jerusalem.



-The people of Judah who returned to Jerusalem were called by a new name.



-What was the new name for the people of Judah who returned to Jerusalem?

-The Jews.



-Although the Jews worshipped God, they also continued to worship the images they had made.



-Therefore, God sent two more peoples to conquer the Jews.



-What two other peoples did God send to conquer the Jews?

-The Greeks and the Romans.



-First, God sent the Greeks to conquer the Jews.



-The Greeks defeated the Jews, and conquered their land.

-The Greeks also taught the Jews the Greek language.



-After the Greeks, God sent the Romans to conquer the Jews.



-The Romans defeated the Jews, and also conquered their land.



-The Romans made the Jews pay taxes.



-The Romans also crucified many Jews by nailing them to a cross of wood.



-The name of the Roman king was Caesar.

-Caesar lived in the city of Rome.



-Who did Romans worship?



-The Romans worshipped many images.

-The Romans also worshipped their king, Caesar.



-Living in Jerusalem at that time were three groups of Jewish leaders.



-They were the scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees.



-Some of the leaders of the Jews were called scribes.



-Who were the scribes?

-The scribes were the Jewish leaders who wrote down God’s words.



-A long time ago, there were no books like we have today.



-When the people wanted to write something, they wrote on a long piece of paper that was rolled up from both ends.



-Moses wrote God’s words on a long piece of paper that was rolled up from both ends.



-Because more and more people wanted to read God’s words, it became necessary to write God’s words on new pieces of paper.



-All day long, the scribes would write on new papers the same words of God that were on the old papers.



-Because the scribes were always writing down God’s words, they were very proud.



-Because the scribes were always writing down God’s words, they believed that they understood them.



-Does just writing down God’s words make you to understand them?

-No.



-Because the scribes were always writing down God’s words, they believed that they were without sin.



-Does just writing down God’s words make you to be without sin?

-No.

-Most of the scribes did not believe in God.



-Some of the other leaders of the Jews were called Pharisees.



-Who were the Pharisees?

-The Pharisees were the Jewish leaders who taught God’s words.



-The Pharisees also taught God’s rules to the Jews.



-In addition, the Pharisees also made their own rules which they taught to the Jews.



-The Pharisees believed that they obeyed all of God’s rules.

-Can anyone obey all of God’s rules?

-No.



-Because the Pharisees were always teaching God’s words, they were very proud.



-Because the Pharisees were always teaching God’s words, they believed that they understood them.



-Does just teaching God’s words make you to understand them?

-No.



-Because the Pharisees were always teaching God’s words, they believed that they were without sin.



-Does just teaching God’s words make you to be without sin?

-No.

-Most of the Pharisees did not believe in God.



-Some of the other leaders of the Jews were called Sadducees.



-Who were the Sadducees?

-The Sadducees were the Jewish leaders who were rich and guarded the temple.



-Because the Sadducees were rich and guarded the temple, they were very proud.



-Because the Sadducees had lots of money, they believed that they were without sin.



-Does just having lots of money make you to be without sin?

-No.

-Most of the Sadducees did not believe in God.



-During these times, the Jews built houses which were called synagogues.



-What were the synagogues?

-The synagogues were the houses where the Jews met to read and discuss the writings of Moses.



-The Jews built synagogues in every one of their towns.



-On the last day of the week, the Jews would go to their synagogues, and listen to the writings of Moses.



-Many times, the people would explain the writings of Moses.



-But because the people did not believe in God, their explanations of the writings of Moses were wrong.



-At that time, most of the Jews did not believe in God.



-At that time, were there any Jews who believed in God?

-Yes.

-There were a few who did believe in God.



-These Jews were waiting for God to send the Savior.
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LESSON 43



1.  How did God punish the ten tribes of Israel?

-God sent the Assyrians to conquer the ten tribes of Israel, and the Assyrians made them their slaves.



2.  After God punished the ten tribes of Israel, how did God punish the two tribes of Judah?

-God sent the Babylonians to conquer the two tribes of Judah, and the Babylonians made them their slaves.



3.  How did the Babylonians destroy the city of Jerusalem?

-They set fire to the temple.

-They burned down all of Jerusalem.

-They broke down the wall surrounding the city.



4.  What did the people of Judah do when they returned to Jerusalem?

-They rebuilt the temple.

-They rebuilt the city of Jerusalem.

-They rebuilt the wall surrounding the city of Jerusalem.



5.  What was the new name for the people of Judah who returned to Jerusalem?

-The Jews.



6.  What two other peoples did God send to conquer the Jews?

-The Greeks and the Romans.



7.  Who did the Romans worship?

-They worshipped many images.

-They also worshipped their king, Caesar.



8.  Who were the scribes?

-The scribes were the Jewish leaders who wrote down God’s words.



9.  Who were the Pharisees?

-The Pharisees were the Jewish leaders who taught God’s words.



10.  Who were the Sadducees?

-The Sadducees were the Jewish leaders who were rich and guarded the temple.



11.  What were the synagogues?

-The synagogues were the houses where the Jews met to read and discuss the writings of Moses.



12.  At that time, were there any Jews who believed in God?

-Yes.

-There were a few who did believe in God.



-God sent many prophets to speak to the Jews.



-One of the last prophets that God sent to speak to the Jews was Malachi.



-Malachi told the Jews that God had not forgotten them, and would send the Savior.



-After Malachi died, God did not speak to the Jews for 400 years.



-While most of the Jews did not believe in God, a few of them were waiting for God to send the Savior.



-Two of the Jews who were waiting for God to send the Savior were Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth.



Let’s read Luke 1:5-6



5-In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

6-Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.



-Zechariah was a priest, and both Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth believed in God.



-But Zechariah and his wife had a problem.



Let’s read Luke 1:7



7-But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.



-What was Zechariah and Elizabeth’s problem?

-They had no children.



-Why did they have no children?



-Because Elizabeth was barren.

-Because Zechariah and Elizabeth were both very old.



-Because Zechariah was a priest, his work was to serve in the temple in Jerusalem.



Let’s read Luke 1:8-10



8-Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God,

9-he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

10-And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying outside.



-On the day that Zechariah went into the Holy Room of the temple to burn incense to God, something happened to him.



-What happened to Zechariah when he was in the temple?

-An angel of God appeared to Zechariah.



Let’s read Luke 1:11-14



11-Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.

12-When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.

13-But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John.

14-He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth.”



-What did the angel say to Zechariah?



-The angel said that God was going to give Zechariah a son, and that his name was going to be John.



-What then did the angel say about the son that God was going to give to Zechariah?



Let’s read Luke 1:15-17



15-The angel said, “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord.  He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.

16-Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God.

17-And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”



-The angel said that Zechariah’s son, John, would prepare the people for the coming Savior.



-What did the angel call the coming Savior?

-The Lord.

-Who is the Lord?

-God.



-The angel said that the coming Savior would be the Lord, God Himself.



-After this, Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth became pregnant.



Let’s read Luke 1:24-25



24-After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.

25-“The Lord has done this for me,” she said.  “In these days He has shown His favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”



-Later on, God sent an angel to a virgin named Mary.



Let’s read Luke 1:26-31



26-In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,

27-to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.

28-The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”

29-Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

30-But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.

31-You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.”



-What did the angel tell Mary?



-The angel told Mary that God had chosen her to give birth to the coming Savior.



-Had God forgotten His promise to send the Savior?

-No.



-Why did God remember His promise to send the Savior?

-Because God loves all people.

-Because God wants to save all people from sin, death, and Satan.



-Why did God choose Mary?



-Was not Mary a child of Adam and Eve?

-Yes.

-Was not Mary born into sin like all people?

-Yes.



-Why did God choose Mary?



-Because Mary believed in God.

-Because Mary was waiting for God to send the Savior.



-What was to be the Name of Mary’s Son?

-Jesus.



-What does the Name “Jesus” mean?

-The Name “Jesus” means Savior or Deliverer.



-What else did the angel say about Mary’s Son, the coming Savior?



Let’s read Luke 1:32a



32-The angel said, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.”



-The angel said that Mary’s Son would be the Son of the Most High.



-What did the angel mean that Mary’s Son would be the Son of the Most High?



-Mary’s Son would be the Son of God.



-How would Mary’s Son be the Son of God?



-Did God give birth to a son?

-No.



-Do you remember that God is One, yet He is three Persons?



-God is God the Father, God the Savior, and God the Holy Spirit.



-God the Father and God the Holy Spirit were sending God the Savior to earth as a Son of God and as a Son of man.



-Was Mary’s Son to be God or man?

-Mary’s Son would be both fully God and fully man.



-What else did the angel say about Mary’s Son, the coming Savior?



Let’s read Luke 1:32b-33



32-The angel said, “The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

33-and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”



-The angel said that Mary’s Son, the coming Savior, would be a descendant of King David.



-Why did the Savior have to be born of the line of David?



-Because God had promised David that the Savior would be one of his descendants.



-Because the coming Savior would be King David’s descendant, God would make Him king over Israel and king forever.



-What did Mary then ask the angel?



Let’s read Luke 1:34



34-“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”



-What was Mary’s question?

-Mary asked how she was able to have a son if she was still a virgin.



-What did the angel reply?



Let’s read Luke 1:35



35-The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”



-What did the angel reply?



-The angel said that God the Holy Spirit would perform a miracle, and that Mary would become pregnant.



-Mary’s Son was to be born without the seed of a human father or mother.



-Why was Mary’s Son to be born without the seed of a human father and mother?



-So that He would be born without the sin of Adam and Eve.

-So that He would be born perfect without sin.



-Because God the Son would be born as a human but without sin, He would not have the seed of a human father or mother.



-Mary’s Son would be the seed of God alone.



-What then did the angel say to Mary?



Let’s read Luke 1:36-37



36-The angel said, “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.

37-For nothing is impossible with God.”



-Here is what the angel said:



-Just as it was impossible for Elizabeth, a very old, barren woman to have a child, but that God had given her a son.



-So it was also impossible for Mary, a virgin, to have a child, but that God had also given her a son.



-God can do anything.

-Nothing is impossible with God.



-What did Mary then reply?



Let’s read Luke 1:38



38-“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  “May it be to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.



-Because Mary believed in God, God chose her to be the mother of Jesus, the coming Savior.



-Was Jesus to be the promised Savior?

-Yes.



-Was Jesus to be the Savior whom God first promised to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden?

-Yes.



-Was Jesus to be the Savior whom God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and to all people?

-Yes.
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LESSON 44



1.  What happened to Zechariah when he was in the temple?

-An angel of God appeared to Zechariah.



2.  What did the angel say to Zechariah?

-The angel said that God was going to give Zechariah a son, and that his name was going to be John.



3.  What then did the angel say about the son that God was going to give to Zechariah?

-The angel said that Zechariah’s son, John, would prepare the people for the coming Savior.



4.  What did the angel call the coming Savior?

-The Lord.



5.  Who is the Lord?

-God.



6.  What did the angel tell Mary?

-The angel told Mary that God had chosen her to give birth to the coming Savior.



7.  What was to be the Name of Mary’s Son?

-Jesus.



8.  What does the Name “Jesus” mean?

-The Name “Jesus” means Savior or Deliverer.



9.  What did the angel mean that Mary’s Son would be the Son of the Most High?

-Mary’s Son would be the Son of God.



10.  How would Mary’s Son be the Son of God?

-God the Father and God the Holy Spirit were sending God the Savior to earth as a Son of God and as a Son of man.



11.  Was Mary’s Son to be God or man?

-Mary’s Son would be both fully God and fully man.



12.  Why was Mary’s Son to be born without the seed of a human father and mother?

-So that He would be born without the sin of Adam and Eve.

-So that He would be born perfect without sin.



13.   Was Jesus to be the Savior whom God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and to all people?

-Yes.



-The time came for Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, to have her baby.



Let’s read Luke 1:57-58



57-When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son.

58-Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.



-Did God keep His promise to give Zechariah and Elizabeth a son?

-Yes.



-God gave Zechariah and Elizabeth a son, and they named him John.



-When Zechariah’s son John was born, God the Holy Spirit spoke through Zechariah.



Let’s read Luke 1:67-71



67-His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

68-“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.

69-He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David.

70-(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),

71-salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us--”



-What was Zechariah saying?

-Zechariah was praising God.



-Why was Zechariah praising God?

-Zechariah knew that God would be sending the Savior very soon.



-Zechariah knew that the Savior would come and save the people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-All people need to be saved from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-This is why God was sending the Savior into the world.



-How did Zechariah know that the Savior would come and save the people from the power of sin, death, and Satan?



-Because Zechariah read in God’s Bible that God promised to send the Savior.



-What else did Zechariah say?



Let’s read Luke 1:72-75



72-Zechariah said, “To show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant,

73-the oath he swore to our father Abraham;

74-to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear

75-in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.”



-Zechariah knew that God would be keeping His promise to send the Savior.



-This was the promise that God made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob many years ago.



-God always keeps His promises.

-God never breaks His promises.



-What did Zechariah say about his son John who was born to him?



Let’s read Luke 1:76



76-Zechariah said, “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him.”



-Zechariah said that his son John would be a prophet of the “Most High.”



-Who is the “Most High”?

-God the Father.



-What was the work that Zechariah’s son John was to do?

-John would go before the Lord, to prepare the way for Him.



-Who was this Lord, before whom John would go to prepare the way?

-Jesus, God the Savior.



-Who alone saved Noah and his family from the flood?

-God.



-Who alone saved Isaac from death and provided a ram as his substitute?

-God.



-Who alone saved the Israelites from the bondage of slavery and Pharaoh?

-God.



-Who alone saved Jonah from the stomach of the big fish?

-God.



-Only God can save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-What else did Zechariah say about his son John?



Let’s read Luke 1:77



77-Zechariah said, “to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.”



-Zechariah said that John would show the people the path to be saved.



-Zechariah said that John would show the people the path for their sins to be paid.



-What else did Zechariah say?



Let’s read Luke 1:78-79



78-Zechariah said, “Because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven

79-to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”



-How is the coming Savior like the rising sun?



-Here is an illustration:



-One very dark night, with no light from the moon or stars, you become lost in an unknown forest.



-As you are very afraid of the darkness, you eagerly wait for the light of the sun to come up in the morning.



-When Adam and Eve sinned, they were separated from God, who was the light of their souls.



-Because of their sin, their souls entered into the darkness of Satan.



-Because of sin, all people are born into the darkness of Satan.



-Just as the morning sun gives light after a very dark night, so the Savior would come to give light after the darkness of Satan.



-How many suns are there in the world?

-Only one.



-Just like there is only one sun in the world, there is only one Savior in the world.



-How many saviors did God promise to send?

-Only one.



-Just like only one sun gives light to all the world, only one Savior can save all people.



-God did not promise to send many saviors.

-God promised to send only one Savior.



-Zechariah’s son John grew up, and believed very much in God.



Let’s read Luke 1:80



80-And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.



-John lived in the desert until God called him to show to the people the path to be saved.
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LESSON 45



1.  Did God keep His promise to give Zechariah and Elizabeth a son?

-Yes.



2.  How did Zechariah know that the Savior would come and save the people from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-Because Zechariah read in God’s Book that God promised to send the Savior.



3.  What was the work that Zechariah’s son John was to do?

-John would go before the Lord, to prepare the way for Him.



4.  Who was this Lord, before whom John would go to prepare the way?

-Jesus, God the Savior.



5.  How is the coming Savior like the rising sun?

-Just as the morning sun gives light after a very dark night, so the Savior would come to give light after the darkness of Satan.



6.   How many suns are there in the world?

-Only one.



7.  How many saviors did God promise to send?

-Only one.



-Many years ago, God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would send the Savior through their descendants.



-Now, many years later, God kept His promise to send the Savior through the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



Let’s read Matthew 1:1-2



1-A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:

2-Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.



-From what line did Jesus descend?



-From the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was to be a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-God never breaks His promises.



-God always keeps His promises.



-From the line of what Jewish king did Jesus also descend?



-From the line of King David.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was to be a descendant of King David.



-God never breaks His promises.



-God always keeps His promises.



-Another name for Jesus was Christ.



-What does Jesus’ name “Christ” mean?



-The name “Christ” means prophet, priest, and king.



-The name “Christ” means prophet.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest prophet.



-Why would Jesus be the greatest prophet?



-Because Jesus would tell the greatest Message, the very words of God Himself.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest prophet who would tell the greatest Message.



-The name “Christ” also means priest.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest priest.



-Why would Jesus be the greatest priest?



-Because Jesus would offer the greatest sacrifice.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest priest who would offer the greatest sacrifice.



-The name “Christ” also means king.



-Jesus was sent by God to reign as king as a descendant of King David.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest king.



-Why would Jesus be the greatest king?



-Because Jesus’ reign would be forever.



-Jesus was sent by God to be the greatest king who would reign forever.



-Only Jesus Christ was promised by God to be the Savior.



-Only Jesus Christ was promised by God to save people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-God sent an angel to tell Mary that she would give birth to the Savior.



-But Mary was promised to be married to a man named Joseph.



-Here was the problem:



-Mary was a virgin and promised to be married to Joseph, but she was with child.



-Since Joseph was not yet married to Mary, he had not yet had any union with her.



-Because Mary was with child, what did Joseph think?



-Joseph thought that Mary had union with another man.



-Therefore, Joseph thought that he would divorce Mary.



Let’s read Matthew 1:18-19



18-This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:  His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.

19-Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.



-Did Mary have union with a man?



-No.



-Then how did Mary become with child?



-God the Holy Spirit performed a miracle, and Mary became with child.



-The child who was in Mary’s womb was God the Savior.



-God did not want Joseph to divorce Mary.



-Therefore, God sent an angel to talk with Joseph in a dream.



Let’s read Matthew 1:20-21



20-But after Joseph had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21-She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”



-What did the angel say to Joseph in his dream?



-The angel said that Mary had a baby because God the Holy Spirit had performed a miracle.



-The angel said that Mary’s baby was God the Savior.



-The angel said that Joseph was to take Mary as his wife.



-The angel also said that Joseph was to name Mary’s baby Jesus.



-Jesus was to be born into this world to save us people.



-Jesus came to save us from the power of sin.

-Jesus came to save us from the power of death.

-Jesus came to save us from the power of Satan.



Let’s read Matthew 1:22-23



22-All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

23-“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”--which means, “God with us.”



-The prophets said that the Savior would be born from a virgin.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was to be born of a virgin.



-Because Jesus was God, He was to have many names.



-Another name of Jesus’ was Immanuel.



-What does the name “Immanuel” mean?



-The name Immanuel means “God with us.”



-Why was Jesus to be called Immanuel?



-Because Jesus was God the Savior coming to live with us.



-Mary’s baby who was to be born would be Jesus, God the Savior, who had come from heaven to live with us.



-What did Joseph do when he woke up from his dream?



Let’s read Matthew 1:24-25



24-When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.

25-But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  And he gave him the name Jesus.



-Joseph obeyed that which God had told him through the angel.



-Joseph took Mary home as his wife.



-But Joseph had no union with Mary until she gave birth to her son.



-In the next lesson, we will learn of the birth of Jesus.
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LESSON 46



1.  From what line did Jesus descend?

-From the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



2.  From the line of what Jewish king did Jesus also descend?

-From the line of King David.



3.  What did Jesus’ Name “Christ” mean?

-The name “Christ” means prophet, priest, and king.



4.  Because Mary was with child, what did Joseph think?

-Joseph thought that Mary had union with another man.



5.  Did Mary have union with a man?

-No.



6.  Then how did Mary become with child?

-God the Holy Spirit performed a miracle, and Mary became with child.



7.  What did the angel say to Joseph in his dream?

-The angel said that Mary had a baby because God the Holy Spirit had performed a miracle.



8.  What does the name “Immanuel” mean?

-The name Immanuel means “God with us.”



9.  Why was Jesus to be called Immanuel?

-Because Jesus was God the Savior coming to live with people.



-When the time came for Mary to give birth, she gave birth to a Son.



-Mary gave birth to a Son, wrapped him in cloths, and placed him in a feeding trough for cattle, because there was no other room.



-Mary and Joseph named the baby Jesus.



-Even though Jesus was God the Savior, He was placed in a feeding trough for cattle when He was born.



-In what country was Jesus born?



-In the land of Israel.



-In what town was Jesus born?



-In the town of Bethlehem.



-Jesus was born to save us from the power of sin.



-Jesus was born to save us from the power of death.



-Jesus was born to save us from the power of Satan.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, He sent the Savior to save us.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus the Savior was born into the world.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem.



-After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, wise men came to the city of Jerusalem.



Let’s read Matthew 2:1-2



1-After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem

2-and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”



-Who were the wise men looking for?



-They were looking for Jesus, who they called the king of the Jews.



-When King Herod learned that the wise men were looking for a king, he was very troubled.



Let’s read Matthew 2:3



3-When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.



-Why was King Herod troubled?



-Because King Herod was afraid that this king whom the wise men were looking for would take over his throne.



-Because King Herod was troubled, he called the chief priests and the teachers of the law together.



Let’s read Matthew 2:4-6



4-When King Herod had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.

5-“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6-‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”



-What did King Herod ask the chief priests and the teachers of the law?



-He asked where the Christ, the king of the Jews was to be born.



-What did the chief priests and the teachers of the law reply?



-They told him that the Christ was to be born in Bethlehem.



-How did the chief priests and the teachers of the law know this?



-Because they read the Bible, God’s Word.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, the Savior who would be king would be born in Bethlehem.



-King Herod then sent the wise men to the town of Bethlehem to look for this king.



Let’s read Matthew 2:7-11



7-Then Herod called the wise men secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.

8-He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child.  As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

9-After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.

10-When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.

11-On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.



-What did the wise men do when they found Jesus, who they called the king of the Jews?



-They worshipped him.



-They also gave him gifts.



-Was God angry that the wise men worshipped Jesus?



-No.



-Why was God not angry that the wise men worshipped Jesus?



-Because Jesus is God.



-Jesus is fully God and fully man.



-Afterwards, did the wise men return to Jerusalem to talk with King Herod?



Let’s read Matthew 2:12



12-And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, the wise men returned to their country by another route.



-God told the wise men in a dream not to return to Jerusalem and talk with King Herod.



-Therefore, the wise men returned to their country by another path.



-After the wise men had left, God sent an angel to speak to Joseph.



Let’s read Matthew 2:13-15



13-When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”

14-So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,

15-where he stayed until the death of Herod.  And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “Out of Egypt I called my son.”



-What did the angel say to Joseph in his dream?



-To take Mary and Jesus away.



-To which country did the angel tell Joseph to take Mary and Jesus so that King Herod would not kill him?



-To Egypt.



-When Joseph woke up, he took Mary and Jesus to Egypt.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was taken to Egypt.



-Why did Joseph take Jesus to Egypt?



-Because King Herod wanted to kill Jesus.



-Why did King Herod want to kill Jesus?



-Because King Herod did not want another king to take over his throne.



-Who gave King Herod the thought to kill Jesus?



-Satan.



-Why did Satan want to kill Jesus?



-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save people from the power of sin.



-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save people from the power of death.



-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save people from Satan’s power.



-Here is an illustration:



-If a slave owner has many slaves, does he want someone to come to take away his slaves?



-No.



-If a witch doctor has many slaves, does he want someone to come to take away his slaves?



-No.



-Just like the slave owner and the witch doctor want to keep their slaves, Satan too wants to keep all people as his slaves.



-This is why Satan wanted to kill Jesus.



-Satan does not want to lose his slaves who are under his power.



-When the wise men did not return to Jerusalem to talk with King Herod, what did King Herod do?



Let’s read Matthew 2:16-18



16-When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the wise men, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the wise men.

17-Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18-“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”



-King Herod commanded that all of the boys two years and younger living in and near the city of Bethlehem be killed.



-Satan knew that God would send the Savior into the world.



-Satan knew that the Savior would come and defeat him.



-Therefore, Satan tried to kill Jesus.



-Satan told King Herod to kill Jesus.



-Did God the Father protect Jesus?



-Yes.



-Why did God the Father protect Jesus?



-Because God the Father sent Jesus to save us from the power of sin.



-Because God the Father sent Jesus to save us from the power of death.



-Because God the Father sent Jesus to save us from the power of Satan.



-Was God able to protect Jesus?



-Yes.



-Did King Herod kill Jesus?



-No.



-After King Herod died, God sent an angel to talk to Joseph once again.



Let’s read  Matthew 2:19-20



19-After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt

20-and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”



-What did the angel tell Joseph?



-The angel told Joseph that King Herod had died.



-The angel also told Joseph that he should take Mary and Jesus back to the land of Israel.



-Joseph obeyed that which the angel said, and took Mary and Jesus back to the land of Israel.



Let’s read Matthew 2:21-23



21-So he got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.

22-But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee,

23-and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth.  So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets:  “He will be called a Nazarene.”



-Joseph, Mary, and Jesus returned to the land of Israel.



-To which town in Israel did Joseph take Mary and Jesus?



-To the town of Nazareth.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus lived in the town of Nazareth.



-God never breaks His promises.



-God always keeps His promises.
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LESSON 47



1.  In what town was Jesus born?

-In the town of Bethlehem.



2.  What did the wise men do when they found Jesus, who they called the king of the Jews?

-They worshipped him.

-They also gave him gifts.



3.  Was God angry that the wise men worshipped Jesus?

-No.



4.  Why was God not angry that the wise men worshipped Jesus?

-Because Jesus is God.



5.  To which country did the angel tell Joseph to take Mary and Jesus so that King Herod would not kill him?

-To Egypt.



6.  Who gave King Herod the thought to kill Jesus?

-Satan.



7.  Why did Satan want to kill Jesus?

-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save people from the power of sin, death, and Satan’s power.



8.  Why did God protect Jesus?

-Because God sent Jesus to save people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Because God protected Jesus, Jesus grew from a baby into a strong boy.



Let’s read Luke 2:40



40-And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.



-Did Jesus ever sin?

-No.



-Jesus obeyed every command of God, and did not sin.



-Why did Jesus obey every command of God, and not sin?

-Because Jesus was not born into sin.



-Why was Jesus not born into sin?



-Because Jesus did not have the seed of a human father.

-Because Jesus did not have the seed of a human mother.

-Because Jesus was God.



-Because Jesus was not born a child of Adam and Eve, Jesus was not born into sin.



-Because Jesus was not born a child of Adam and Eve, Jesus was not born separated from God.



-Jesus obeyed perfectly every command of God.



-Jesus never thought anything that was wrong.

-Jesus never said anything that was wrong.

-Jesus never did anything that was wrong.



-Is anyone else without sin like Jesus?

-No.

-All other people have been born into sin.



-Let us read a story of Jesus when He was still a boy.



Let’s read Luke 2:41



41-Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.



-Every year, Jesus’ parents Joseph and Mary would also go to Jerusalem to the Feast of the Passover.



-When Jesus was 12 years old, Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to Jerusalem.



Let’s read Luke 2:42



42-When Jesus was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.



-After the Feast of the Passover had ended, Joseph and Mary started back to their home in Nazareth.



-But as Joseph and Mary walked along the path, they were not able to find Jesus.



Let’s read Luke 2:43-44



43-After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.

44-Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day.  Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.



-Why were Joseph and Mary not able to find Jesus?



-Because many Jews went to the Feast of the Passover, there were many people on the path.



-Because there were many robbers on the path, the people all walked together.



-Because there were so many people, Joseph and Mary did not see Jesus.



-Because there were so many people, Joseph and Mary thought that Jesus was walking with his friends.



-When Joseph and Mary learned that Jesus was not with them, what did they do?



Let’s read Luke 2:45



45-When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.



-Joseph and Mary returned to Jerusalem to look for Jesus.



-Where did Joseph and Mary find Jesus?



Let’s read Luke 2:46-47



46-After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them questions.

47-Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.



-Joseph and Mary found Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem.



-What was Jesus doing when Joseph and Mary found Him in the temple?



-Jesus was listening to the teachers of the Word of God, and asking them questions.



-Jesus was also teaching the Word of God to the teachers.



-How did Jesus know the Word of God when He was only twelve years old?

-Because Jesus was God.



-The teachers in the temple were amazed that Jesus knew so much of the Word of God.



-They did not know that Jesus was God.



-What did Mary say to Jesus when they found Him in the temple?



Let’s read Luke 2:48



48-When his parents saw him, they were astonished.  His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?  Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”



-What did Jesus reply to Joseph and Mary?



Let’s read Luke 2:49



49-“Why were you searching for me?” he asked.  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”



-When Mary questioned Jesus, what did Jesus reply?



-Jesus replied, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”



-What did Jesus mean?



-Jesus meant that He was doing what God the Father wanted Him to do.



-Jesus was only 12 years old, but He knew God the Father.



-Jesus obeyed everything that God the Father told Him to do.



-All that Jesus thought was perfect.

-All that Jesus said was perfect.

-All that Jesus did was perfect.



-Did Joseph and Mary understand what Jesus said?



Let’s read Luke 2:50



50-But they did not understand what he was saying to them.



-Joseph and Mary did not understand what Jesus said.



-Joseph and Mary did not understand that Jesus was speaking of God the Father.



-When they finished speaking, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus returned to their home in Nazareth.



Let’s read Luke 2:51-52



51-Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.  But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52-And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.



-Did Jesus fully obey Joseph and Mary as He was growing up?

-Yes.



-Although Jesus looked like the other children, how was Jesus different?



-Jesus was God.

-Jesus was fully God and fully human.



-Jesus grew to be a wise man.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus had great wisdom.



-Just as God promised through the prophets long ago, Jesus was filled with God the Holy Spirit.



-God never breaks His promises.

-God always keeps His promises.
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LESSON 48



1.  Did Jesus ever sin?

-No.

-Jesus obeyed every command of God, and did not sin.



2.  Why did Jesus obey every command of God, and not sin?

-Because Jesus was not born into sin.



3.  Why was Jesus not born into sin?

-Because Jesus did not have the seed of a human father.

-Because Jesus did not have the seed of a human mother.

-Because Jesus was God.



4.  Is anyone else without sin like Jesus?

-No.

-All other people have been born into sin.



5.  What was Jesus doing when Joseph and Mary found Him in the temple?

-Jesus was listening to the teachers of the Word of God, and asking them questions.

-Jesus was also teaching the Word of God to the teachers.



6.  How did Jesus know the Word of God when He was only twelve years old?

-Because Jesus was God.



7.  When Mary questioned Jesus, what did Jesus reply?

-Jesus replied, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”



8.  What did Jesus mean?

-Jesus meant that He was doing what God the Father wanted Him to do.



9.  Did Jesus fully obey Joseph and Mary as He was growing up?

-Yes.



10.  Although Jesus looked like other children, how was Jesus different?

-Jesus was God.

-Jesus was fully God as well as fully human.



-God gave Zechariah and Elizabeth a son named John.



-Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son was also called John the Baptist.



-God sent John the Baptist to prepare the hearts of the Jews.



-For whom was John the Baptist preparing the hearts of the Jews?



-For Jesus the Savior.



-How was John the Baptist preparing the hearts of the Jews?



-By teaching them the Word of God.



-God chose John the Baptist to teach the Jews.



-Here is what John the Baptist was teaching:



Let’s read Matthew 3:1-2



1-In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea

2-and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”



-What did John the Baptist teach the Jews?



-John the Baptist taught the Jews that they must repent.



-What does it mean to repent?



-Firstly, to repent means to change our thoughts about God.



-Why does God want us to change our thoughts about God?



-Because we think that we can approach God on our own path.



-Can we approach God on our path?

-No.



-God is holy, and we can approach God only on God’s path.



-To repent means to change our thoughts about God, for God is holy and can be approached only on God’s path.



-Secondly, to repent also means to change our thoughts about ourselves.



-Why does God want us to change our thoughts about ourselves?



-Because we think that we have not sinned against God.



-Have we sinned against God?

-Yes.



-All people have sinned against God.



-All people have been born into sin.



-To repent means to change our thoughts about ourselves, for we have all sinned against God.



-Thirdly, to repent also means to change our thoughts about sin.



-Why does God want us to change our thoughts about sin?



-Because we think that God will not punish our sin.



-Does God punish all sin?

-Yes.



-God will punish all of our sin with eternal death.



-To repent means to change our thoughts about sin, for God punishes all sin with eternal death.



-John the Baptist taught the Jews that they must repent.



-This is what the prophet Isaiah said about John the Baptist:



Let’s read Matthew 3:3



3-This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:  “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”



-The prophet Isaiah said that John the Baptist was the one who would prepare the hearts of the Jews for the Savior.



-Although John the Baptist was God’s prophet, he was very poor.



Let’s read Matthew 3:4



4-John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist.  His food was locusts and wild honey.



-John the Baptist’s clothes were made of camel hair.



-He ate locusts and wild honey.



-Some people think that God will give them much money if they believe in God.



-But God does not promise anyone much money.



-Because John the Baptist taught about God, many Jews came to listen to him.



Let’s read Matthew 3:5-6



5-People went out to him from Jerusalem, and all Judea, and the whole region of the Jordan.

6-Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.



-Many of the Jews believed in God’s message through John the Baptist.



-These Jews repented, and asked God to save them.



-Because these Jews repented, and asked God to save them, John the Baptist baptized them.



-What is baptism?



-Baptism is lowering people under water, and then immediately bringing them up.



-What does baptism mean?



-Baptism is a sign that you have repented, and believe in God alone to save you.



-Was baptism able to save the Jews from the power of sin, death, and Satan?



-No.



-Why was baptism not able to save the Jews from the power of sin, death, and Satan?



-Because lowering people under water cannot save them.



-Is baptism able to save anyone from the power of sin, death, and Satan?



-No.



-Baptism cannot save us from sin.



-Baptism cannot wash our sins away.



-Baptism cannot pay for our sins.



-Who alone was able to save the Jews from the power of sin, death, and Satan?



-Jesus the Savior.



-Baptism is only a sign that you have repented, and believe in God alone to save you.



-Many of the Pharisees and the Sadducees also came to listen to John the Baptist.



-What did John the Baptist say to the Pharisees and the Sadducees?



Let’s read Matthew 3:7



7-But when John the Baptist saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them:  “You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?”



-John the Baptist called the Pharisees and the Sadducees children of snakes.



-Why did John the Baptist call the Pharisees and the Sadducees children of snakes?



-Because the Pharisees and the Sadducees were very proud.



-Because the Pharisees and the Sadducees refused to repent.



-John the Baptist’s words were very strong to the Pharisees and the Sadducees.



-This is because the Pharisees and the Sadducees were very proud, and refused to repent.



-God will not save those who are proud, and refuse to repent.



-God will only save those who are not proud, and repent.



-What else did John the Baptist say to the Pharisees and the Sadducees?



Let’s read Matthew 3:8



8-John the Baptist said, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”



-The Pharisees and the Sadducees thought that God was pleased with them.



-Why did the Pharisees and the Sadducees think that God was pleased with them?



-Because they thought that their works would force God to be pleased with them.



-Will any works that we do force God to be pleased with us?



-No.



-What is the only work which will please God?



-To repent of one’s sins.



-For all people, the only work which would please God would be to repent of one’s sins.



-Why else did the Pharisees and the Sadducees think that God was pleased with them?



-The Pharisees and the Sadducees also thought that God was pleased with them because they were descendants of Abraham.



-Then, what did John the Baptist say?



Let’s read Matthew 3:9



9-John the Baptist said, “And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.”



-John the Baptist said that although the Pharisees and Sadducees were descendants of Abraham, this does not force God to be pleased with them.



-Does being a descendant of someone make us pleasing to God?



-No.



-John the Baptist said that God was able to make descendants of Abraham from stones if God wanted to.



-What else did John the Baptist say to the Pharisees and the Sadducees?



Let’s read Matthew 3:10



10-John the Baptist said, “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”



-What did John the Baptist say about all who are proud and refuse to repent?



-That God would cut them down like a bad tree and throw them into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Here is an illustration:



-If we cut off the fruit of a tree which grows bad fruit, will the tree grow back good fruit?



-No.



-The tree will always grow bad fruit.



-If we cut off the branches of a tree which grows bad fruit, will the tree grow back good branches and good fruit?



-No.



-The tree will always grow bad branches and bad fruit.



-We are all like a tree which grows bad fruit.



-There is nothing that we can do to make ourselves good.



-If we are proud and refuse to repent, God will cut us down like bad trees and throw us into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Then, John the Baptist spoke of Jesus.



Let’s read Matthew 3:11



11-John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”



-While John the Baptist baptized people with water, John said that Jesus would baptize people with God the Holy Spirit.



-John the Baptist also said that Jesus was God who was so holy that John was not worthy to even carry the shoes of Jesus.



-What else did John the Baptist say about Jesus?



Let’s read Matthew 3:12



12-John the Baptist said, “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”



-John the Baptist said that all who are proud and refuse to repent are like chaff.



-What is chaff good for?



-Nothing.



-It is only good to be burned.



-John the Baptist said that Jesus will burn like chaff in the Lake of Eternal Fire proud people who refuse to repent.



-One day, Jesus came to be baptized by John the Baptist.



Let’s read Matthew 3:13-15



13-Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.

14-But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15-Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then John consented.



-Was Jesus baptized because He repented?



-No.



-Did Jesus need to repent?



-No.



-Why did Jesus not need to repent?



-Because Jesus never sinned.



-Why was Jesus baptized?



-Because Jesus wanted to show that He was the Savior and the righteousness of God.



-Because Jesus wanted to show that John the Baptist’s teaching was from God.



-Because Jesus wanted to show a good example to all people.



-Because Jesus wanted to obey God in everything.



-Jesus was fully God.



-But Jesus wanted to obey God the Father in everything.



-Who was guiding Jesus while Jesus lived on earth?



-God the Holy Spirit.



-What happened when Jesus was baptized?



Let’s read Matthew 3:16-17



16-As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.

17-And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”



-God the Father spoke from heaven.



-God the Father called Jesus His Son.



-How was Jesus the Son of God the Father?



-Because Jesus was God who left heaven to do that which God the Father wanted.



-When Jesus was baptized, what did God the Father say about Jesus?



-God the Father said that He was completely pleased with Jesus.



-Later on, John the Baptist saw Jesus again.



-Here is what John the Baptist called Jesus:



Let’s read John 1:29



29-The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”



-John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God.”



-Why did John the Baptist call Jesus “the Lamb of God”?



-Just as God gave a sheep to die for Isaac, so God would give Jesus to die for all people.



-Just as the sheep died and its blood saved the Israelites in Egypt, so God would give Jesus and His blood to save people.
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LESSON 49



1.  For whom was John the Baptist preparing the hearts of the Jews?

-For Jesus the Savior.



2.  How was John the Baptist preparing the hearts of the Jews?

-By teaching them the Word of God.



3.  What did John the Baptist teach the Jews?

-John the Baptist taught the Jews that they must repent.



4.  What does it mean to repent?

-To change our thoughts about God, for God is holy and can be approached only on God’s path.

-To change our thoughts about ourselves, for we have all sinned against God.

-To change our thoughts about sin, for God punishes all sin with eternal death.



5.  What does baptism mean?

-Baptism is a sign that you have repented, and believe in God alone to save you.



6.  Is baptism able to save anyone from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-No.



7.  Who alone was able to save the Jews from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-Jesus the Savior.



8.  Why did John the Baptist call the Pharisees and the Sadducees children of snakes?

-Because the Pharisees and the Sadducees were very proud.

-Because the Pharisees and the Sadducees refused to repent.



9.  Why did the Pharisees and the Sadducees think that God was pleased with them?

-Because they thought that their works would force God to be pleased with them.



10.  Will any works that we do force God to be pleased with us?

-No.



11.  What is the only work which will please God?

-To repent of one’s sins.



12.  Why else did the Pharisees and the Sadducees think that God was pleased with them?

-Because they were descendants of Abraham.



13.  Does being a descendant of someone make us pleasing to God?

-No.



14.  What did John the Baptist say about all who are proud and refuse to repent?

-That God would cut them down like a bad tree and throw them into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



15.  Who was guiding Jesus while He lived on earth?

-God the Holy Spirit.



16.  When Jesus was baptized, what did God the Father say about Jesus?

-God the Father said that He was completely pleased with Jesus.



17.  Why did John the Baptist call Jesus “the Lamb of God”?

-Just like God gave a sheep to die for Isaac, so God would give Jesus to die for all people.



-After John the Baptist baptized Jesus, God the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert.



Let’s read Matthew 4:1



1-Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.



-What happened to Jesus while He was in the desert?

-Satan tempted Jesus.



-Satan does not change.



-Satan has been evil from the beginning.



-Just as Satan tempted Adam and Eve, Satan now tempted Jesus.



-Why did Satan tempt Jesus?

-Because Satan wanted Jesus to sin.



-Why did Satan want Jesus to sin?

-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save us.



-If Jesus would sin, would He be able to save us?

-No.



-If Jesus would sin, then He would not be able to save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Satan tempted Jesus because he wanted to defeat Jesus who was God the Savior.



-Satan tempted Jesus because he wanted to make Jesus his slave.



-Jesus was in the desert and fasted for 40 days.



Let’s read Matthew 4:2



2-After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.



-Although Jesus was fully God, He was also fully man.

-This is why Jesus was hungry.



-What was the first temptation with which Satan tempted Jesus?



Let’s read Matthew 4:3



3-The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”



-Satan said to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God.”



-Did Satan not know that Jesus was the Son of God?

-Yes.



-Why did Satan say, “If you are the Son of God”?



-Satan was tempting Jesus to prove that He was the Son of God.



-Satan was tempting Jesus to do something which God the Father had not told Him to do.



-Satan was tempting Jesus to act separately from God the Father by turning the stones into bread.



-Was Jesus able to turn the stones into bread?

-Yes.



-Jesus was God.

-Jesus was able to do anything.



-What did Jesus reply to Satan?



Let’s read Matthew 4:4



4-Jesus answered, “It is written:  ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”



-To answer Satan, what did Jesus do?



-Jesus repeated to Satan that which was written in God’s Book, the Bible.



-What did Jesus tell Satan was more important than food?



-Jesus told Satan that the believing the Word of God was more important than food



-Did Jesus say that we should not eat?

-No.



-Jesus knows that we must eat food to live.

-Jesus created food for all people.



-Jesus was telling Satan that true life comes from the Word of God.



-Although Jesus was hungry, why did He not turn the stones into bread?



-Because God the Father did not tell Him to do it.



-Jesus would not obey Satan.

-Jesus would only obey God the Father.



-What was the second temptation with which Satan tempted Jesus?



Let’s read Matthew 4:5-6



5-Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.

6-“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down.  For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”



-Satan took Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem, and told Jesus to jump off of the temple.



-Satan told Jesus to jump off of the temple because it was written in God’s Bible that God the Father would protect Jesus.



-Does Satan know what is written in God’s Bible?

-Yes.



-Satan does know what is written in God’s Book, the Bible.



-But what does Satan do with God’s Word?



-Satan twists God’s Word in order to trap people.



-How did Satan twist God’s Word in order to trap Eve?



-Satan told Eve that she would not die if she ate the fruit that God forbid her to eat.



-Satan twisted God’s Word in order to trap Jesus.



-Satan was tempting Jesus to do something which God the Father had not told Him to do.



-Satan was tempting Jesus to act separately from God the Father by jumping off of the temple.



-What did Jesus reply to Satan?



Let’s read Matthew 4:7



7-Jesus answered him, “It is also written:  ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”



-To answer Satan, what did Jesus do?



-Jesus repeated to Satan that which was written in God’s Book, the Bible.



-Jesus told Satan that we are not to put God the Father to the test.



-Why are we not to put God the Father to the test?



-Because God always tells the truth.

-Because God never lies.



-Because God never breaks His promises.

-Because God always keeps His promises.



-Why did Jesus not jump off of the temple?



-Because God the Father did not tell Him to do it.



-Jesus would not obey Satan.

-Jesus would only obey God the Father.



-What was the third temptation with which Satan tempted Jesus?



Let’s read Matthew 4:8-9



8-Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.

9-“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”



-Satan took Jesus to a high mountain, and showed Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.



-Satan told Jesus that he would give Jesus control of all the world if Jesus would worship Satan.



-Was it possible for Satan to give Jesus control of all the world?

-Yes.



-Why was it possible for Satan to give Jesus control of all the world?



-Because when Adam obeyed Satan, Satan became the master of Adam and all people.



-Because when Adam obeyed Satan, Satan became the master of Adam, of all people, and of all the world.



-Did Jesus worship Satan?

-No.



-What did Jesus reply to Satan?



Let’s read Matthew 4:10



10-Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written:  ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”



-To answer Satan, what did Jesus do?



-Jesus repeated to Satan that which was written in God’s Book, the Bible.



-Jesus said that we are to worship God alone.



-How did Jesus overcome Satan?

-With the Word of God.



-Did Jesus twist the Word of God?

-No.



-Jesus spoke the Word of God as it is written in God’s Bible.



-In the beginning, Satan tried to become the master of God, but failed.



-Thereafter, Satan deceived Adam and Eve so that we would be separated from God.



-Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, Satan became the master of Adam and Eve and all people.



-Now, Satan tried to become the master of Jesus, but failed.



-Who is greater, Jesus or Satan?

-Jesus.



-Why is Jesus greater than Satan?



-Because Jesus is God.

-Because it was Jesus who created Lucifer as a perfect angel in the beginning.



-Jesus created Lucifer as a perfect angel, yet Lucifer sinned and became Satan.



-In the future, what will Jesus do to Satan and to all his demons?



-Jesus will throw Satan and all of his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-After Jesus defeated Satan, Satan left Him for a time.



Let’s read Matthew 4:11



11-Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.



-Satan left Jesus for a time, and God the Father sent angels to help Jesus.



-Although Satan left Jesus for a time, Satan would return to tempt Jesus again.
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1.  Why did Satan tempt Jesus?

-Because Satan wanted Jesus to sin.



2.  Why did Satan want Jesus to sin?

-Because Satan did not want Jesus to save us.



3.  Was Jesus able to turn the stones into bread?

-Yes.

-Jesus was God.

-Jesus was able to do anything.



4.  What did Jesus tell Satan was more important than food?

-Jesus told Satan that the believing the Word of God was more important than food.



5.  Although Jesus was hungry, why did He not turn the stones into bread?

-Because God the Father did not tell Him to do it.

-Jesus would not obey Satan.

-Jesus would only obey God the Father.



6.  Does Satan know what is written in God’s Bible?

-Yes.



7.  But what does Satan do with God’s Word?

-Satan twists God’s Word in order to trap people.



8.  Why was it possible for Satan to give Jesus control over all the world?

-Because when Adam obeyed Satan, Satan became the master of Adam, of all people, and of all the world.



9.  How did Jesus overcome Satan?

-With the Word of God.



10.  Did Jesus twist the Word of God?

-No.

-Jesus spoke the Word of God as it is written in God’s Bible.



11.  Who is greater, Jesus or Satan?

-Jesus.



12.  Why is Jesus greater than Satan?

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because it was Jesus who created Lucifer as a perfect angel in the beginning.



13.  In the future, what will Jesus do to Satan and to all his demons?

-Jesus will throw Satan and all of his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-One day, the wicked King Herod put John the Baptist in prison.



-After John the Baptist was put in prison, what did Jesus do?



Let’s read Mark 1:14



14-After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.



-When did Jesus begin to teach the Jews?

-After John the Baptist was put in prison.



-How old was Jesus when He began to teach the Jews?

-He was 30 years old.



-Jesus taught the Jews the Good News of God.



-What was the Good News of God that Jesus taught?



-The Good News of God is that even though our sin must be punished by death, God was sending the Savior to save us.



-Who was the Savior whom God was sending to save the people?

-Jesus.



-What else did Jesus teach?



Let’s read Mark 1:15



15-“The time has come,” Jesus said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”



-What did Jesus mean when he said, “The time is come, and the kingdom of God is near”?



-Jesus meant that the time has come for the Savior, and that the kingdom of God will soon defeat the kingdom of Satan.



-Jesus also taught that people must believe in the Word of God.



-What is the only way a person can please God?

-By believing in the Word of God.



-When Jesus started to teach the Jews, He called men to be with Him.



Let’s read Mark 1:16-20



16-As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.

17-“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”

18-At once they left their nets and followed him.

19-When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets.

20-Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.



-Why did Jesus call men to be with Him?



-Because Jesus wanted to teach them so that they would be able to teach other people about God.



-What was the work of some of the men whom Jesus called to be with Him?

-Some of them were fishermen.



-One day, Jesus went to a city called Capernaum to teach the Jews.



Let’s read Mark 1:21



21-They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.



-When Jesus arrived in Capernaum, He went to the synagogue to teach.



-What was the synagogue?

-The synagogue was the house where the Jews met to read the Bible.



-What did most of the Jews think of Jesus’ teaching?



Let’s read Mark 1:22



22-The people were amazed at his teaching,  because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.



-Why were most of the Jews amazed at Jesus’ teaching?

-Because Jesus taught them with much strength and wisdom.



-Who were the teachers of the law?

-They were the Pharisees.



-How was the teaching of Jesus different from the teaching of the Pharisees?



-Because Jesus was God, Jesus knew God the Father.

-The Pharisees did not know God the Father.



-Because Jesus was God, Jesus knew the Word of God.

-The Pharisees did not know the Word of God.



-Because Jesus was God, Jesus believed the Word of God.

-The Pharisees did not believe the Word of God.



-As Jesus was teaching, a man who was possessed by a demon cried out.



Let’s read Mark 1:23-24



23-Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out,

24-“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are--the Holy One of God!”



-In the beginning, who were the demons before they became demons?



-In the beginning, the demons were good angels that God created until they followed Satan and became evil.



-Demons like to live in people who do not believe in God.



-A demon was living in this man who cried out.



-Did the demon know that it was Jesus who was teaching?

-Yes.



-Do the demons know that Jesus is God?

-Yes.



-Do the demons know that Jesus is perfect, holy, and hates all sin?

-Yes.



-Do the demons know that Jesus is more powerful than they are?

-Yes.



-Why are the demons afraid of Jesus?



-Because the demons know that Jesus is able to throw them into the Lake of Eternal Fire at any time.



-The demon knew that Jesus had the power to throw him into the Lake of Eternal Fire at that moment.



-What did Jesus reply to the demon?



Let’s read Mark 1:25-26



25-“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly.  “Come out of him!”

26-The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.



-Jesus commanded the demon to be quiet, and come out of the man.



-Did the demon obey Jesus?

-Yes.



-Why did the demon obey Jesus?



-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus is more powerful than the demons.



-What did the people think when they saw Jesus save the man from the demon?



Let’s read  Mark 1:27-28



27-The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this?  A new teaching--and with authority!  He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.”

28-News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.



-The people were amazed that Jesus saved the man from the demon.

-The people were amazed that the demons obeyed Jesus.



-Later that evening, what happened?



Let’s read Mark 1:32-34



32-That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed.

33-The whole town gathered at the door,

34-and Jesus healed many who had various diseases.  He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.



-That evening, the people brought to Jesus all the sick and the demon-possessed, and Jesus healed them all.



-This is because Jesus is God.

-This is because Jesus can do anything.



-Why did Jesus heal all the sick people?



-Because Jesus loved them.

-Because Jesus was sad that they were sick.



-In the beginning when Jesus created the world, there was no sickness.



-But Adam and Eve sinned against God, and their sin brought sickness to all people.



-Jesus wanted to heal the sickness that sin had brought into the world.



-Why did Jesus heal all of the people who were demon-possessed?



-Because Jesus loved them.

-Because Jesus was sad that the demons were making people their slaves.



-In the beginning when Jesus created the world, people were children of God.



-But Adam and Eve sinned against God, and all people became slaves of Satan and his demons.



-Jesus wanted to free the people from the slavery of Satan and his demons.



-One day a man with leprosy came to see Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 1:40



40-A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”



-What is leprosy?

-Leprosy is a very bad sickness that eats away your flesh.



-In the time of Jesus, there was no cure for leprosy.



-If you had leprosy, there was no medicine for you.

-If you had leprosy, there was no cure for you.

-If you had leprosy, there was no help for you.



-Was the man able to heal himself from leprosy?

-No.

-There was no cure.



-Was any other man able to heal him from leprosy?

-No.

-There was no cure.



-Was a doctor able to heal him from leprosy?

-No.

-There was no cure.



-Why did the man come to Jesus?

-Because he knew that Jesus alone was able to heal him.



-Did Jesus heal him?



Let’s read Mark 1:41-42



41-Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  “I am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!”

42-Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.



-Jesus touched the man, and said, “Be clean,” and the man was healed.



-Only Jesus who is God was able to heal the man.



-How is sin like leprosy?



-Just as the man was not able to heal himself from leprosy, so we are not able to heal ourselves from sin.



-Just as no other man was able to heal the man from leprosy, so no other man is able to heal us from sin.



-Just as only Jesus was able to heal the man from leprosy, so only Jesus is able to heal us from sin.



-Jesus came into the world to heal us from sin.

-Jesus came into the world to heal us from death.

-Jesus came into the world to heal us from Satan.



-No other man can heal us; only Jesus can heal us.
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1.  How old was Jesus when He began to teach the Jews?

-He was 30 years old.



2.  What was the Good News of God that Jesus taught?

-The Good News of God is that even though our sin must be punished by death, God was sending the Savior to save us.



3.  Who was the Savior whom God was sending to save the people?

-Jesus.



4.  What did Jesus mean when he said, “The time is come, and the kingdom of God is near.”

-Jesus meant that the time has come for the Savior, and that the kingdom of God will soon defeat the kingdom of Satan.



5.  What is the only way a person can please God?

-By believing in the Word of God.



6.  Why did Jesus call men to be with Him?

-Because Jesus wanted to teach them so that they would be able to teach other people about God.



7.  Who were the teachers of the law?

-They were the Pharisees.



8.   How was the teaching of Jesus different from the teaching of the Pharisees?

-Because Jesus was God, Jesus knew God the Father.

-The Pharisees did not know God the Father.

-Because Jesus was God, Jesus knew the Word of God.

-The Pharisees did not know the Word of God.

-Because Jesus was God, Jesus believed the Word of God.

-The Pharisees did not believe the Word of God.



9.  In the beginning, who were the demons before they became demons?

-In the beginning, the demons were good angels that God created until they followed Satan and became evil.



10.  Do the demons know that Jesus is God?

-Yes.



11.  Why are the demons afraid of Jesus?

-Because the demons know that Jesus is able to throw them into the Lake of Eternal Fire at any time.



12.  How is sin like leprosy?

-Just as the man was not able to heal himself from leprosy, so all people are not able to heal themselves from sin.

-Just as no other man was able to heal the man from leprosy, so no other man is able to heal us from sin.

-Just as only Jesus was able to heal the man from leprosy, so only Jesus is able to heal us from sin.



-One night a man named Nicodemus came to visit Jesus.



Let’s read John 3:1-2



1-Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.

2-He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”



-Most of the Pharisees hated Jesus.

-Most of the Pharisees said that Jesus’ power came from Satan.



-Nicodemus was different.

-Nicodemus did not hate Jesus.



-Nicodemus wanted to talk with Jesus and ask Jesus many questions.



-What did Nicodemus say to Jesus?

-Nicodemus said that he knew that God sent Jesus.



-How did Nicodemus know that God sent Jesus?



-Because Jesus was doing many miracles which only God was able to do.



-What did Jesus reply to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:3



3-In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”



-Jesus said that no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.



-What did Jesus mean?

-Jesus meant that all people are born under the kingdom of Satan, and that they must be born again.



-How are all people born under the kingdom of Satan?



-When Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, they were separated from the kingdom of God.



-When Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, they came under the kingdom of Satan.



-Adam and Eve’s children, Cain and Abel, were born under the kingdom of Satan.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, all people were born under the kingdom of Satan.



-Jesus meant that all people are born under the kingdom of Satan, and that they must be born again.



-What did Nicodemus reply?



Let’s read John 3:4



4-“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked.  “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”



-Nicodemus did not understand Jesus.

-Nicodemus did not know how a person can be born again.



-Nicodemus thought that Jesus was talking about a second birth of the flesh.



-Was Jesus talking about a second birth of the flesh?

-No.



-What did Jesus reply?



Let’s read John 3:5



5-Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”



-Jesus said that we must be born again of water and Spirit.



-First, Jesus said that we must be born of water.



-What did Jesus mean “born of water”?



-Does “born of water” mean “be baptized”?

-No.

-Did Jesus mean that we must be baptized to be born again?

-No.

-Can baptism save us?

-No.



-What did Jesus mean “born of water”?



-What does water do to dirt?

-It cleanses it.



-Just as water cleanses dirt, so all people must also be cleansed of sin.



-To be born of water means that we must repent of our sins so that God will cleanse us of our sins.



-Secondly, Jesus said that we must be born of Spirit.



-What did Jesus mean “born of Spirit”?



-When Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, their spirit died to God.



-When Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, their spirit which was able to know, love, and obey God died to God.



-Because our spirit is dead to God, God must give a new life to our spirit.



-To be born of Spirit means that God the Holy Spirit must give a new life to our spirit.



-To be born of water means that we must repent of our sins so that God will cleanse us of our sins.



-To be born of Spirit means that God the Holy Spirit must give new life to our spirit.



-Jesus told Nicodemus not to be surprised that he must be born again.



Let’s read John 3:7



7-Jesus said, “You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’”



-Why should Nicodemus not be surprised that he must be born again?



-Here is what Jesus said:



Let’s read John 3:6



6-Jesus said, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”



-What did Jesus mean, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit?



-Jesus meant that the flesh can only give birth to the flesh.



-Jesus also meant that God the Holy Spirit is the only One who can give birth to the spirit of man.



-According to God, there are only two peoples in the world.



-They are not white people and black people.

-They are not rich people and poor people.

-They are not young people and old people.

-They are not men and women.



-According to God, who are the only two peoples in the world?



-Those who have been born only once, and those who have been born again.



-In whose family are the people who have been born only once?

-They are in Satan’s family.



-In whose family are the people who have been born again?

-They are in God’s family.



-What else did Jesus say to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:14-15



14-Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,

15-that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”



-Do you remember the story of Moses and the brass snake in the desert?



-Because the Israelites sinned and disobeyed God, God sent poisonous snakes to bite them.



-After many Israelites died, the Israelites who were still alive repented.



-Then, God told Moses to make a brass snake, and to hang it on a pole.



-God said that if the Israelites looked at the brass snake, God would heal them.



-Were the Israelites able to save themselves from death?

-No.



-Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites from death?

-God alone.



-How were Jesus and the brass snake which God commanded Moses to make in the desert similar?



-Here is what Jesus said:



-Just like the brass snake was hung up on a pole, so Jesus also would be hung up.



-Just like the Israelites were saved when they looked at the brass snake, so Jesus also would save those who believe in Him.



-What else did Jesus say to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:16



16-Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”



-Because God loves all people, He sent Jesus the Savior.



-If we believe in Jesus, we will not die, but have eternal life with God.



-What else did Jesus say to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:17



17-Jesus said, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”



-Why did God send Jesus into this world?



-Did God send Jesus to condemn us?

-No.

-Did God send Jesus to destroy us?

-No.



-God sent Jesus to save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-What else did Jesus say to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:18



18-Jesus said, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”



-Will those who believe in Jesus be condemned by God?

-No.



-Are those who do not believe in Jesus already condemned by God?

-Yes.



-Why are those who do not believe in Jesus already condemned by God?



-Because they do not believe that Jesus is God the Savior.



-What else did Jesus say to Nicodemus?



Let’s read John 3:19-20



19-Jesus said, “This is the verdict:  Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

20-Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.”



-Jesus said that He is the Light who has come into the world.



-Jesus said that evil people do not want the Light.

-Jesus said that evil people want to remain in darkness.



-Why do evil people want to remain in darkness?

-Because they love their sin.



-Why do people not want to listen to the Word of God?

-Because they love their sin.



-Do you want to remain in darkness, or do you want to listen to the Word of God?
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1.  How did Nicodemus know that God sent Jesus?

-Because Jesus was doing many miracles which only God was able to do.



2.  Does “born of water” mean “be baptized”?

-No.



3.  Can baptism save us?

-No.



4.  What did Jesus mean “born of water”?

-To be born of water means that we must repent of our sins so that God will cleanse us of our sins.



5.  What did Jesus mean “born of Spirit”?

-To be born of Spirit means that God the Holy Spirit must give a new life to our spirit.



6.  What did Jesus mean, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit?

-Jesus meant that the flesh can only give birth to the flesh.

-Jesus also meant that God the Holy Spirit is the only One who can give birth to the spirit of man.



7.  According to God, who are the only two peoples in the world?

-Those who have been born only once, and those who have been born again.



8.  In whose family are the people who have been born only once?

-They are in Satan’s family.



9.  In whose family are the people who have been born again?

-They are in God’s family.



10.  How were Jesus and the brass snake which God commanded Moses to make in the desert similar?  

-Just like the brass snake was hung up on a pole, so Jesus also would be hung up.

-Just like the Israelites were saved when they looked at the brass snake, so Jesus also would save those who believe in Him.



11.  Why did God send Jesus to this world?

-God sent Jesus to save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



12.  Will those who believe in Jesus be condemned by God?

-No.



13.  Why are those who do not believe in Jesus already condemned by God?

-Because they do not believe that Jesus is God the Savior.



14.  Why do people not want to listen to the Word of God?

-Because they love their sin.



-One day, Jesus returned to the village of Capernaum.



Let’s read Mark 2:1-2



1-A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.

2-So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.



-Many people came to hear Jesus teach.

-Jesus taught them the Word of God.



-The Word of God that Jesus taught is the same Word of God that we are teaching you right now.



-The Word of God does not change.

-The Word of God is the same for all people.



-Just like the people listened to Jesus teach the Word of God, God wants you to listen as we teach you the Word of God.



-Because Jesus was teaching in a house, and many people had come to hear Jesus teach, there was no more room left in the house.



-Even outside the door, there was no more room.



-As Jesus was teaching, some men brought a paralyzed man.



Let’s read Mark 2:3



3-Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.



-Was the paralyzed man able to heal himself?

-No.

-Were the friends of the paralyzed man able to heal him?

-No.

-Was any doctor able to heal the paralyzed man?

-No.



-Just like this paralyzed man was not able to heal himself, no one is able to save himself from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-What did the men do with the paralyzed man?



Let’s read Mark 2:4



4-Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.



-Because there were so many people listening to Jesus teach, and there was no more room in the house, the men took the paralyzed man up onto the roof of the house.



-They broke a hole through the roof of the house, and lowered the paralyzed man down on his sleeping mat right in front of Jesus.



-Because the Jews built their houses with flat roofs made out of mud and straw, the men were able to break a hole through the roof, and lower the paralyzed man right in front of Jesus.



-To whom did the men bring the paralyzed man?

-To Jesus.



-Who was the only One who was able to heal the paralyzed man?

-Jesus.



-What did Jesus do?



Let’s read Mark 2:5



5-When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”



-Jesus saw that the men truly believed in Him, and He forgave the paralyzed man his sins.



-There were some teachers of the law who were sitting in the house.



-As Jesus forgave the paralyzed man his sins, what were these teachers of the law thinking?



Let’s read Mark 2:6-7



6-Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,

7-“Why does this fellow talk like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”



-The teachers of the law were thinking that only God can forgive sin.



-Were the teachers of the law thinking correctly?

-Yes.



-Is it true that only God can forgive sin?

-Yes.



-Can any man forgive sin?

-No.

-Can a priest forgive sin?

-No.



-Why was Jesus able to forgive people their sins?

-Because Jesus is God.



-The teachers of the law were also thinking that Jesus was blaspheming God.



-Were the teachers of the law thinking correctly?

-No.



-Was it true that Jesus was blaspheming God?

-No.



-Jesus was not blaspheming God.



-Did Jesus know what the teachers of the law were thinking?



Let’s read Mark 2:8



8-Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?”



-Although the teachers of the law did not say anything, Jesus knew what they were thinking.



-Because Jesus is God, He knew all of the thoughts of all of the people.



-Then, what did Jesus say?



Let’s read Mark 2:9-12



9-Jesus said, “Which is easier:  to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?

10-but that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . .”  He said to the paralytic,

11-“I tell you, get up, take your mat, and go home.”

12-He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.  This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”



-Jesus told the people that He had the authority to forgive sins.



-Why did Jesus have the authority to forgive sins?

-Because Jesus is God.



-Jesus showed His power as God by completely healing the paralyzed man.



-Why was Jesus able to heal sick people?

-Because Jesus is God.



-Only God was able to heal the paralyzed man.



-Afterwards, Jesus went out to the lake near the village of Capernaum.



Let’s read Mark 2:13-14



13-Once again Jesus went out beside the lake.  A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them.

14-As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth.  “Follow me,”  Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.



-As Jesus was walking, He met a man named Levi.



-What was Levi’s second name?

-Matthew.



-What was Matthew’s work when Jesus called him?

-Matthew was a tax collector.



-Matthew collected taxes for the Romans, taking the taxes from his own people, the Jews.



-Because the tax collectors took taxes from their own people, and gave them to the Romans, the Jews hated them.



-The Jews also hated the tax collectors because the tax collectors were very evil.



-The tax collectors forced the Jews to pay more taxes, which the tax collectors kept for themselves.



-Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to follow Him.



-Why did Jesus call a tax collector to follow Him?



-Because Matthew understood that he had sinned against God.



-Because Matthew understood that God punishes all sin by death.



-Because Matthew understood that only God was able to save him.



-Because Matthew understood that Jesus was the Savior.



-Many years later, God the Holy Spirit led Matthew to write one of the books in God’s Bible.



-Because Matthew was happy to believe in Jesus as his Savior, Matthew invited Jesus and other men to his house to eat.



Let’s read Mark 2:15-16



15-While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.

16-When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples:  “Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”



-What did the teachers of the law who were Pharisees say when they saw Jesus eating with Matthew and the other men?



-They said, “Why does Jesus eat with tax collectors and sinners?”



-The Pharisees did not believe that they were sinners.

-The Pharisees believed that they were without sin.



-The Pharisees did not understand that all people are born into sin.



-The Pharisees did not understand that all people have sinned against God.



-What did Jesus say when He heard what the Pharisees said?



Let’s read Mark 2:17



17-On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”



-Jesus told the Pharisees that healthy people do not need a doctor, but sick people do.



-What did Jesus mean?



-Jesus meant that He did not come to save people who do not know that they are sick.



-Jesus came to save only the people who know that they are sick.



-Here is an illustration:



-If a man is sick but does not know it, does he go to the doctor?

-No.



-Why doesn’t the sick man go to the doctor?

-Because he does not know that he is sick.



-Jesus did not come to save the people who believe that they are without sin.



-Who did Jesus come to save?



-Jesus came to save only the people who know that they have sinned against God, and that only God can save them.



-What about you?



-Do you know that you were born into sin?

-Do you know that you have sinned against God?



-Do you know that God punishes all sin with eternal death?

-Do you know that only God the Savior can save you?



-If you know this, then Jesus said that He came into the world to be your Savior.
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LESSON 53



1.  Was the paralyzed man able to heal himself?

-No.



2.  Were the friends of the paralyzed man able to heal him?

-No.



3.  Was any doctor able to heal the paralyzed man?

-No.



4.  To whom did the men bring the paralyzed man?

-To Jesus.



5.  Who was the only One who was able to heal the paralyzed man?

-Jesus.



6.  Can any man forgive sin?

-No.



7.  Can a priest forgive sin?

-No.



8.  Why was Jesus able to forgive people their sins?

-Because Jesus is God.



9.  Why did Jesus have the authority to forgive sins?

-Because Jesus is God.



10.  What was Levi’s second name?

-Matthew.



11.  What was Matthew’s work when Jesus called him?

-Matthew was a tax collector.

-Matthew collected taxes for the Romans, taking the taxes from his own people, the Jews.



12.  Jesus told the Pharisees that healthy people do not need a doctor, but sick people do.  What did Jesus mean?

-Jesus meant that He did not come to save people who do not know that they are sick.



13.  Who did Jesus come to save?

-Jesus came to save only the people who know that they have sinned against God, and that only God can save them.



-One day, some of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law asked to see a miraculous sign from Jesus.



Let’s read Matthew 12:38



38-Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to Jesus, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you.”



-Instead of believing the Word of God, what did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law want to see?



-They wanted to see a miraculous sign.



-Why did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law ask to see a miraculous sign?



-Had they not seen or heard that Jesus cast out demons from people?

-Yes.



-They saw.



-Had they not seen or heard of Jesus healing the man with leprosy?

-Yes.



-They saw.



-Had they not seen or heard of Jesus healing the paralyzed man?

-Yes.



-They saw.



-Had they not seen or heard that Jesus healed all who came to Him?

-Yes.



-They saw.



-Then why were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law asking to see more miraculous signs?



-Because they did not believe that Jesus was God the Savior.



-Instead of believing in Jesus, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law only wanted to see miraculous signs.



-Instead of believing in the Word of God, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law only wanted to see miraculous signs.



-Do you remember how God showed the Israelites many miraculous signs, and they still did not believe?



-God sent the ten plagues on Pharaoh and the Egyptians, and the Israelites still did not believe.



-God drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, and the Israelites still did not believe.



-God sent quail and manna to the Israelites in the desert, and they still did not believe.



-Instead of believing in Jesus, many people only want to see miraculous signs.



-Will seeing miraculous signs save us?

-No.



-Only believing in Jesus the Savior will save us.



-If we say that we will believe in Jesus only when we see a miraculous sign, then what are we saying?



-That Jesus is a liar.



-If we say that we will believe that God’s Word is true only when we see a miraculous sign, then what are we saying?



-That God’s Word is a lie.



-What did Jesus reply to the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?



Let’s read Matthew 12:39



39-Jesus answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”



-What did Jesus say?



-Jesus said that only wicked and adulterous people ask for a sign.



-What was the only sign that Jesus said He would give to the people?



-The sign of Jonah.

-What was the sign of Jonah?



Let’s read Matthew 12:40



40-Jesus said, “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”



-What was the sign of Jonah?



-Just like Jonah was in the stomach of the big fish for three days and three nights, so Jesus also would be in the stomach of the earth for three days and three nights.



-Just like God brought Jonah out of the stomach of the big fish after three days and three nights, so God also would bring Jesus out of the stomach of the earth after three days and three nights.



-Jesus was telling the Pharisees and the teachers of the law that the sign of Jonah was the sign that He was God the Savior.



-What did Jesus then say to the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?



Let’s read Matthew 12:41



41-Jesus said, “The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.”



-Jonah went to the wicked people of Nineveh and told them to repent of their sins or God would punish them.



-What did the people of Nineveh do?



-They listened to God’s Word that Jonah taught, and repented of their sins.



-Did the people of Nineveh know the promises of God that He gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?

-No.



-Did the people of Nineveh know the commandments of God that He gave to Moses?

-No.



-Did the people of Nineveh know of all of the miraculous signs that God did for the Israelites?

-No.



-Although the people of Nineveh knew none of these, they still repented of their sins when Jonah taught them.



-Now, one greater than Jonah was teaching the people to repent.



-Who was the One greater than Jonah?

-Jesus, God the Savior.



-How was Jesus greater than Jonah?



-Jonah was only a man, but Jesus was fully man and fully God.



-Although Jesus was God the Savior and Jonah was only a man, the Jews still refused to believe.



-Although Jesus’ teaching was greater than Jonah’s, the Jews still refused to believe.



-Although Jesus performed many miraculous signs which Jonah was not able to do, the Jews still refused to believe.



-Why did Jesus say that the Jews were more wicked than the people of Nineveh?



-Because the people of Nineveh repented at the teaching of Jonah, and the Jews did not repent at the teaching of Jesus, God the Savior.



-Although Jesus taught the Jews to repent and performed many miraculous signs, the Jews still refused to believe that He was God the Savior.
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LESSON 54



1.  Instead of believing the Word of God, what did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law want to see?

-They wanted to see a miraculous sign.



2.  Why were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law asking to see more miraculous signs?

-Because they did not believe that Jesus was God the Savior.



3.  If we say that we will believe that God’s Word is true only when we see a miraculous sign, then what are we saying?

-That God’s Word is a lie.



4.  What was the only sign that Jesus said He would give to the people?

-The sign of Jonah.



5.  What was the sign of Jonah?

-Just like Jonah was in the stomach of the big fish for three days and three nights, so Jesus also would be in the stomach of the earth for three days and three nights.

-Just like God brought Jonah out of the stomach of the big fish after three days and three nights, so God also would bring Jesus out of the stomach of the earth after three days and three nights.



6.  Why did Jesus say that the Jews were more wicked than the people of Nineveh?

-Because the people of Nineveh repented at the teaching of Jonah, and the Jews did not repent at the teaching of Jesus, God the Savior.



-Why did the Pharisees hate Jesus?

-Because Jesus told them that He was God the Savior.



-The Pharisees thought that Jesus was only a man.

-The Pharisees thought that no man should say that he was God.



-Why else did the Pharisees hate Jesus?



-Because Jesus told them that they were sinners, and that God would punish them if they did not repent.



-The Pharisees did not believe that they were born into sin.

-The Pharisees believed that they had never sinned in all of their lives.



-Why else did the Pharisees hate Jesus?



-Because many people followed Jesus, and the Pharisees were jealous of Jesus.



-The Pharisees thought that the people should listen to them, and not listen to Jesus.



-The Pharisees thought that the people should follow them, and not follow Jesus.



-Because the Pharisees hated Jesus, they were constantly watching Jesus to see if He would break one of God’s commandments.



-If Jesus would break one of God’s commandments, then what would the Pharisees do?

-They would condemn Jesus to death.



-Would Jesus break one of God’s commandments?

-No.



-Why would Jesus never break one of God’s commandments?



-Because Jesus is perfect.

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus is without sin.

-Because Jesus obeyed God the Father in everything.



-While Jesus obeyed God, He did not obey the Pharisees.



-Why did Jesus not obey the Pharisees?

-Because the Pharisees had changed the commandments of God.



-How did the Pharisees change the commandments of God?

-The Pharisees added their own laws to God’s commandments.



-When the Pharisees added their own laws to God’s commandments, they changed God’s commandments to be a lie.



-One of the laws that the Pharisees added to God’s commandments was that no one was permitted to heal another person on the Sabbath day.



-Why did the Pharisees add this law to God’s commandments?



-Because they said that to heal someone was to work, and that God did not want them to work on the Sabbath.



-The law that the Pharisees added made God’s commandment to be a lie.



-One Sabbath day, Jesus went into a synagogue.



Let’s read Mark 3:1-2



1-Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there.

2-The Pharisees were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.



-When Jesus went into the synagogue, a man with a shriveled hand was there.



-Why were the Pharisees watching Jesus closely?



-Because the Pharisees wanted to see if Jesus would heal the man on the Sabbath.



-Would God be angry if Jesus would heal the man on the Sabbath?

-No.



-Why would God not be angry if Jesus would heal the man on the Sabbath?



-Because healing someone on the Sabbath is not work.

-Because God the Father wanted Jesus to heal the man.



-What did Jesus do?



Let’s read Mark 3:3-5



3-Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”

4-Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath:  to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?”  But they remained silent.

5-Jesus looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.



-Why was Jesus angry with the Pharisees?

-Because Jesus saw that their hearts were stubborn.



-How did Jesus know that their hearts were stubborn?



-Because Jesus can look into every heart of every person.

-Because Jesus knows every heart of every person.



-Jesus looked into the hearts of the Pharisees, and saw that they did not want to listen to what God was teaching them.



-It is very wrong not to listen that which God teaches us.



-Pharaoh did not want to listen to what God was teaching him, and God punished him with death.



-The Israelites in the desert did not want to listen to what God was teaching them, and God punished them with death.



-God will punish with death all those who do not listen to what God is teaching them.



-Did Jesus heal the man with the shriveled hand?

-Yes.



-Who alone was able to completely heal a shriveled hand?

-God.



-How did Jesus heal the man with the shriveled hand?

-Just by speaking.



-In the beginning, how did God create the earth?

-Just by speaking.



-Just as Jesus created the earth just by speaking, Jesus also healed the man with the shriveled hand just by speaking.



-After Jesus healed the man, what did the Pharisees do?



Let’s read Mark 3:6



6-Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.



-The Pharisees went out of the synagogue, and began to plot how they might kill Jesus.



-With whom did the Pharisees plot to kill Jesus?

-The Herodians.



-Who were the Herodians?



-The Herodians were the people who followed King Herod.

-The Herodians also did not believe that Jesus was God the Savior.



-This King Herod was the son of the King Herod who had tried to kill Jesus when He was a little boy.



-When the people heard of Jesus’ miracles, what did they do?



Let’s read Mark 3:8



8-When they heard all Jesus was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.



-Many people came to Jesus.



-They came to hear Jesus’ teaching.

-They came to be healed of their sicknesses.



-They knew that Jesus was able to heal them.

-Only God is able to heal us.



-Because many people came to see Jesus, there soon became a crowd.



Let’s read Mark 3:9-10



9-Because of the crowd, Jesus told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him.

10-For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.



-Many people with diseases were coming to Jesus, and they were being healed just by touching Jesus.



-Because the crowd was pushing forward just to touch Him, Jesus told His disciples to prepare a boat if the people crowded Him into the water.



-There has never been anyone like Jesus.

-Jesus is greater than all.



-What did the demons say when they saw Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 3:11



11-Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.”



-What did the demons call Jesus?

-They called Him the Son of God.



-Why did the demons call Jesus the Son of God?

-Because the demons knew that Jesus had come from God the Father.



-Even though the people did not know that Jesus had come from God the Father, the demons knew that He was God the Savior.



-How did the demons know that Jesus was God?



-Because the demons in the beginning were good angels who served Jesus in heaven before they became evil and followed Satan.



-All of the demons know that Jesus is God.



-The demons, however, do not want you to believe in Jesus.



-Why do the demons not want you to believe in Jesus?

-Because the demons do not want you to escape their power.



-If you believe in Jesus, then Jesus will deliver you from the power of the demons.



-What did Jesus command the demons?



Let’s read Mark 3:12



12-But Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell who he was.



-Jesus commanded the demons not to tell anyone who He was.



-Why did Jesus not want the demons to tell who He was?



-Jesus wanted the people to believe in Him because of what He said, and not because of what the demons said.



-Just like Jesus wanted the people to believe in Him because of His Words, God wants all of us to believe in Jesus because of God’s Word.



-After Jesus had finished healing the people, He went up on a mountainside.



Let’s read Mark 3:13-19



13-Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.

14-He appointed twelve--designating them apostles--that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach

15-and to have authority to drive out demons.

16-These are the twelve he appointed:  Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);

17-James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder);

18-Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot

19-and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.



-From the people who followed Him, how many men did Jesus choose to be His special disciples?

-Twelve.



-What were these twelve men called?

-Apostles.



-The apostles that Jesus chose did not know how to read or write very well, nor did they have much money.



-Jesus chose eleven of the apostles because they believed in Him.



-One of the men whom Jesus chose was called Judas.



-Judas said that he believed in Jesus, but he was only saying it with his lips.



-In his heart, Judas did not believe in Jesus.



-The other eleven apostles did not know that Judas did not believe in Jesus, but Jesus knew.



-Jesus also knew that Judas would one day betray Him.



-We may be able to deceive people.

-We may be able to deceive people like Judas, and say that we believe in God.



-But we can never deceive God.



-God looks into our heart.



-God knows whether we believe in Jesus with our heart, or whether we are just saying it with our lips.
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LESSON 55



1.  Why did the Pharisees hate Jesus?

-Because Jesus told them that He was God the Savior.



2.  Why else did the Pharisees hate Jesus?

-Because Jesus told them that they were sinners, and that God would punish them if they did not repent.



3.  Why else did the Pharisees hate Jesus?

-Because many people followed Jesus, and the Pharisees were jealous of Jesus.



4.  If Jesus would break one of God’s commandments, then what would the Pharisees do?

-They would condemn Jesus to death.



5.  Would Jesus break one of God’s commandments?

-No.



6.  Why would Jesus never break one of God’s commandments?

-Because Jesus is perfect.

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus is without sin.

-Because Jesus obeyed God the Father in everything.



7.  Why did Jesus not obey the Pharisees?

-Because the Pharisees had changed the commandments of God.



8.  How did the Pharisees change the commandments of God?

-They added their own laws to God’s commandments, making God’s commandments to be a lie.



9.  Why was Jesus angry with the Pharisees?

-Because Jesus saw that their hearts were stubborn.



10.  How did Jesus know that their hearts were stubborn?

-Because Jesus can look into every heart of every person.

-Because Jesus knows every heart of every person.



11.  After Jesus healed the man with the shriveled hand, what did the Pharisees do?

-They went out of the synagogue and began to plot how they might kill Jesus.



12.  Why did the demons call Jesus the Son of God?

-Because they knew that Jesus had come from God the Father.



13.  Why do the demons not want you to believe in Jesus?

-Because the demons do not want you to escape their power.



14.  From the people who followed Him, how many men did Jesus choose to be His special disciples?

-Twelve.



15.  What were these twelve men called?

-Apostles.



-After Jesus had chosen His twelve apostles, He continued to teach the people.



Let’s read Mark 4:1



1-Again Jesus began to teach by the lake.  The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge.



-Because of the crowd, Jesus sat in a boat on the lake.



-Jesus taught from the boat while the people listened from the shore of the lake.



Let’s read Mark 4:2a



2-Jesus taught them many things by parables



-Jesus taught the people by parables.



-What is a parable?



-A parable is a story that teaches the truths of God.



-Why did Jesus begin to teach the people in parables?



-Even though many people followed Jesus, they did not believe in Him.



-Even though many people followed Jesus, they did not believe His teaching.



-Many people followed Jesus only to watch Him heal people, but they did not believe His teaching.



-Many people followed Jesus only to watch Him drive out demons from people, but they did not believe His teaching.



-Because many people did not believe His teaching, Jesus began to teach the people by parables.



-As Jesus was teaching, He taught the people a parable.



-Jesus taught the people the parable of the sower.



Let’s read Mark 4:2b-12



2-And in His teaching Jesus said:

3-“Listen!  A farmer went out to sow his seed.

4-As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.

5-Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.

6-But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.

7-Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.

8-Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times.”

9-Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10-When Jesus was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables.

11-He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.  But to those on the outside everything is said in parables

12-so that, ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”



-For the people who did not believe in Jesus, they would not understand the parable.



-But for those people who did believe in Jesus, they would understand the parable and learn more about God.



-God will only teach you if you want to know the truth.



-If you do not want to know the truth, then God will not teach you.



-When Jesus’ disciples asked the meaning of the parable, this is what Jesus said:



Let’s read Mark 4:13-14



13-Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable?  How then will you understand any parable?

14-The farmer sows the word.”



-In the parable, what is the seed?



-The seed is the Word of God.



-In the parable, who is the sower?



-The sower is the one who teaches God’s Words.



-Jesus said that just as there are different soils to plant in, so there are different hearts that the Word of God is planted in.



-Jesus said that some people’s hearts are like a path.



Let’s read Mark 4:15



15-Jesus said, “Some people are like the seed along the path, where the word is sown.  As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.”



-How is the soil of a path?



-It is very hard.



-Why is it very hard?



-Because many people are walking on it.



-If a farmer plants seed on a hard path, will it give fruit?

-No.



-Why will a seed planted on a hard path not give fruit?



-Because the path is hard, the seed will not penetrate into the soil.



-Then, birds or other animals will come and take away the seed so that it will not grow.



-Jesus said that some people’s hearts are like a hard path.



-Which people are like a path?



-The hearts of these people are hard.



-The Word of God cannot penetrate into their hearts.



-These people do not want to listen to God.



-These people do not want God to teach them.



-These people do not want to follow God.



-These people only want to follow the ways of their ancestors.



-When these people hear the Word of God, they soon forget

the Word of God that they have heard.



-Then, Satan comes and takes the Word of God away from them.



-Is your heart like a path?



-Jesus also said that some people’s hearts are like a rocky soil.



Let’s read Mark 4:16-17



16-Jesus said, “Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.

17-But since they have no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the world, they quickly fall away.”



-How is the soil of a rocky soil?



-It is a soil that is not deep.



-Why is it not deep?



-Because there is rock just under the surface.



-If a farmer plants seed in a rocky soil, will it give fruit?

-No.



-Why will a seed planted in a rocky soil not give fruit?



-Because the soil is not deep, and the roots cannot grow deep into the soil.



-Jesus said that some people’s hearts are like a rocky soil.



-Which people are like a rocky soil?



-On the top, these people say that they believe in God, but there is no belief underneath.



-These people say that they believe in God, but when problems come, they turn away from God’s truths.



-These people say that they believe in God, but when others make fun of them, they turn away from God’s truths.



-These people say that they believe in God, but when they become afraid of the spirits, they turn away from God’s truths.



-Is your heart like a rocky soil?



-Jesus also said that some people’s hearts are like a soil with many thorns.



Let’s read Mark 4:18-19



18-Jesus said, “Still others, like the seed sown among thorns, hear the word;

19-but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.”



-How is the soil with many thorns?



-It is a soil which has not been plowed.



-If a farmer plants seed in a soil with many thorns, will it give fruit?



-No.



-Why will a seed planted in a soil with many thorns not give fruit?



-Because the many thorns will choke the plant.



-Jesus said that some people’s hearts are like a soil with many thorns.



-Which people are like a soil with many thorns?



-These people say that they believe in God, but their desires are more important to them than God.



-These people say that they believe in God, but having much money is more important to them than God.



-These people say that they believe in God, but having a big house or owning many cattle is more important to them than God.



-Is your heart like a soil with many thorns?



-Jesus also said that some people’s hearts are like a good soil.



Let’s read Mark 4:20



20-Jesus said, “Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop--thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”



-How is the soil of a good soil?



-It is a soil that has been well plowed.



-If a farmer plants seed in a good soil, will it give fruit?

-Yes.



-Why?



-Because the soil is not hard.



-Because the soil is very deep.



-Because there are no thorns.



-Because the soil has been well plowed.



-Which people are like a good soil?



-These people hear the Word of God, believe it completely, and produce much fruit.



-These people know that they have been born into sin.



-These people know that their sin merits eternal death.



-These people know that only God can save them.



-These people believe in Jesus the Savior.



-These people believe in God’s Word, and produce much fruit.



-Is your heart like a good soil?
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1.  What is a parable?

-A parable is a story that teaches the truths of God.



2.  Why did Jesus begin to teach the people in parables?

-Even though many people followed Jesus, they did not believe in Him.



3.  In the parable, what is the seed?

-The seed is the Word of God.



4.  In the parable, who is the sower?

-The sower is the one who teaches God’s Words.



5.  Which people are like a path?

-The hearts of these people are hard.

-The Word of God cannot penetrate into their hearts.

-Then, Satan comes and takes the Word of God away from them.



6.  Which people are like a rocky soil?

-On the top, these people say that they believe in God, but there is no belief underneath.



7.  Which people are like a soil with many thorns?

-The people say that they believe in God, but their desires are more important to them than God.



8.  Which people are like a good soil?

-These people hear the Word of God, believe it completely, and produce much fruit.



-Jesus continued to teach the crowd until evening came.



-Then Jesus and His disciples got into a boat to cross the lake of Galilee.



Let’s read Mark 4:35-37



35-That day when evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”

36-Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.  There were also other boats with him.

37-A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.



-As they were crossing the lake, what happened?

-A furious storm came.



-The wind was blowing so strongly, and the waves were so high that the boat was in danger of sinking.



-Where was Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 4:38a



38-Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion.



-Why was Jesus sleeping?

-Because Jesus had taught the crowd all day, and He was tired.



-Why did Jesus become tired?

-Although Jesus was fully God, He was also fully man.



-Because the boat was in danger of sinking, what did the disciples do?



Let’s read Mark 4:38b



38-The disciples woke Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”



-The disciples woke Jesus up.



-What did the disciples say to Jesus?

-“Don’t you care if we drown?”



-Did Jesus not care?

-Jesus cared very much.



-What did Jesus do?



Let’s read Mark 4:39



39-Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet!  Be still!”  Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.



-What did Jesus do?

-Jesus commanded the wind and the sea to be still.



-Then what happened?

-The wind died down, and the sea was completely calm.



-How was Jesus able to command the wind and the sea to be still?

-Because Jesus was God.



-In the beginning, who created the wind?

-Jesus.

-In the beginning, who created the sea?

-Jesus.



-Why did the wind and the sea have to obey Jesus?

-Because it was Jesus who created the wind and the sea.



-What did Jesus say after the wind and the sea became calm?



Let’s read Mark 4:40



40-Jesus said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?”



-Jesus asked them why they had no faith.



-What did Jesus mean?

-Jesus was asking them why they did not believe that He was God.



-What then did the disciples say?



Let’s read Mark 4:41



41-The disciples were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this?  Even the wind and the waves obey him!”



-Even though the disciples had seen Jesus heal people, they had never seen Jesus command the wind to be still.



-Even though the disciples had seen Jesus command demons to come out of people, they had never seen Jesus command the waves of the sea to be still.



-There is nothing that Jesus cannot do.

-Jesus is God.



-Later, Jesus and His disciples arrived on the other side of the lake.



Let’s read Mark 5:1-4



1-They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.

2-When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him.

3-This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.

4-For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet.  No one was strong enough to subdue him.



-Was the demon-possessed man able to save himself from the power of all of the demons who controlled him?

-No.



-Were others able to save this man from the power of all of the demons who controlled him?

-No.



-Others had tried to help him by tying him up.



-But the demons in him were so strong that they broke the iron chains which the people used to tie him up.



Let’s read Mark 5:5



5-Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.



-How do we know that the demons hate us people?

-Because the demons forced the man to live in caves where people were buried.

-Because the demons forced the man to cut himself.



-The demons had made the man their slave.

-The demons wanted this man to kill himself.



-Because this man had many demons, they were hurting him very much.



-Yet all people are born like this man, because we are all born as slaves of demons.



-Who is the chief of all of the demons?

-Satan.



-Satan and his demons hate all of us.

-Satan and his demons only want to destroy all of us.



-Even if Satan and his demons seem to help us, they are only doing it to destroy us.



-The spirits who control your lives may seem to help you.

-But they are only doing it to destroy you.



-Satan and his demons have only one purpose in life.

-That is to destroy as many of us people as they can.



-Satan and his demons do not want you to know God and to be delivered from their power.



-What happened when this man saw Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 5:6-7



6-When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.

7-He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”



-Did the demons know that Jesus was God the Savior?

-Yes.



-What were the demons afraid of?

-The demons were afraid that Jesus would send them into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Who is greater than Satan and his demons?

-God.



-God will send Satan and his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire whenever He chooses.



-What did Jesus say to the demons?



Let’s read Mark 5:8-10



8-For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”

9-Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.”

10-And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.



-Did the demons know that they were not able to defeat Jesus?

-Yes.

-Jesus has all power over Satan and his demons.



-In the end, Jesus will send Satan and all of his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Why should we serve spirits who will be sent by God into the Lake of Eternal Fire?



-It is better to serve God than the spirits.



-What did Jesus then do?



Let’s read Mark 5:11-14



11-A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside.

12-The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.”

13-[Jesus] gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs.  The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

14-Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside and the people went out to see what had happened.



-Because the demons begged Jesus, He gave them permission to enter the pigs.



-While all of the pigs died, did the demons die?

-No.



-While all of the pigs died, why did the demons not die?

-Because demons are spirits.

-Because demons do not have a body like people or animals do.



-Why did Jesus not send the demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire?



-Because it was not God’s time to punish the demons.



-In the end, however, Jesus will send Satan and all of his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-When the people who were living in the area came, what did they see?

Let’s read Mark 5:15



15-When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.



-Was the man who had been possessed by demons still their slave?

-No.

-Who set the man free from the bondage of the demons?

-Jesus.



-The man was no longer a slave of the demons.

-The man was set free by Jesus, God the Savior.



-What did the people who were living in the area do?



Let’s read Mark 5:16-17



16-Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man--and told about the pigs as well.

17-Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.



-Why did the people beg Jesus to leave?

-Because the people were foolish.

-Because the people were thinking more of their pigs than God.



-Jesus, God the Savior, had come to set them free from Satan, and they were only thinking about their pigs.



-Today, many people are just like those people.



-People think more about their pigs than Jesus.

-People think more about their belongings than Jesus.



-But will pigs or belongings set you free from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-No.



-What did the man who was possessed by the demons then say to Jesus?

Let’s read Mark 5:18-20



18-As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.

19-Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”

20-So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him.  And all the people were amazed.



-Why did Jesus not allow the man to go with Him?

-Because Jesus wanted him to tell his family and others what God had done for him.



-When God sets us free from the power of Satan and his demons, it is good to tell others that God also wants to free them from evil.

9
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1.  Why did Jesus become tired?

-Although Jesus was fully God, He was also fully man.



2.  How was Jesus able to command the wind and the sea to be still?

-Because Jesus was God.



3.   Why did the wind and the sea have to obey Jesus?

-Because it was Jesus who created the wind and the sea.



4.  Was the demon-possessed man able to save himself from the power of all of the demons who controlled him?

-No.



5.  Were others able to save this man from the power of all of the demons who controlled him?

-No.



6.  How do we know that demons hate us people?

-Because the demons forced the man to live in caves where people were buried.

-Because the demons forced the man to cut himself.



7.  Who is the chief of all of the demons?

-Satan.



8.  Who is greater than Satan and his demons?

-God.



9.  While all of the pigs died, why did the demons not die?

-Because demons are spirits.

-Because demons do not have a body like people or animals do.



10.  Who set the man free from the bondage of the demons?

-Jesus.



-Some time later, Jesus and his disciples crossed to the far shore of the Lake of Galilee.



Let’s read John 6:1-2



1-Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias),

2-and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick.



-Why did the great crowd follow Jesus?



-Because they wanted to see more of the miraculous signs that Jesus had performed on the sick.



Let’s read John 6:3



3-Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.



-Although Jesus and His disciples went up on a mountainside, the great crowd followed Him.



-The crowd was so many that there were over five thousand people.



-Then, Jesus asked one of His disciples, Philip, a question.



Let’s read John 6:5-7



5-When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”

6-He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

7-Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”



-Why did Jesus ask Philip this question?



-Jesus wanted to test Philip, for Jesus already knew what He was going to do.



Let’s read John 6:8-9



8-Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,

9-“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”



-Jesus’ disciples did not know how they were going to feed all of the people.



-Here is what Jesus said to them:



Let’s read John 6:10-13



10-Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”  There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.

11-Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish.

12-When they had all had enough to eat, Jesus said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wasted.”

13-So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.



-After Jesus had thanked God the Father, He broke the loaves and the fishes, and gave them to the disciples to give to the people.



-When Jesus started to feed the people, how many loaves of bread and how many fish did He have?



-Five loaves of bread and two fish.



-How many people did Jesus feed with five loaves of bread and two fish?



-Over five thousand people.



-How was Jesus able to feed over five thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish?



-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus can do anything.



-After all of the people had eaten, what did they say?



Let’s read John 6:14-15



14-After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

15-Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.



-Why did the people want to make Jesus king?



-Because they wanted Jesus to give them food all of the time.



-Did the people want Jesus to save them from sin, death, and Satan?

-No.

-They were only thinking of their stomachs.



-Why did Jesus not want to be the king of the people?



-Because Jesus knew that the hearts of the people were evil.



-Because Jesus knew that the people only wanted Him to give them food.



-Because of the people, Jesus went off by Himself.



-When evening came, Jesus’ disciples got into a boat, and started to cross the lake of Galilee.



Let’s read John 6:16-21



16-When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake,

17-where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.  By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them.

18-A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.

19-When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified.

20-But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.”

21-Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.



-Why were the disciples afraid?

-Because they saw Jesus walking on the water towards them.



-Can any man walk on water?

-No.



-Only Jesus was able to walk on water.

-No one else is like Jesus.



-Because Jesus created the sea, He was able to walk on the sea.

-Because Jesus is God, He can do anything He chooses.



-Later on, the crowd went to find Jesus.



Let’s read John 6:22-25



22-The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone.

23-Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks.

24-Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

25-When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”



-Why was the crowd looking for Jesus?

-Because they wanted Him to give them more food.



-Did Jesus know why they were following Him?

-Yes.

-What did Jesus say to the crowd?



Let’s read John 6:26-27



26-Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.”

27-“Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.  On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.



-Jesus told the crowd that they were looking for Him only because He had given them food.



-Then Jesus said this:



-“Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life.”



-Did Jesus mean that it is wrong to work for our food?

-No.

-We all must work for food.



-What did Jesus mean?



-Jesus was saying that it is more important to think about spiritual food than physical food.



-Jesus was saying that it is more important to work for spiritual food than physical food.



-What is the spiritual food that we should work for?

-The Word of God.



-The crowd then asked Jesus a question.



Let’s read John 6:28-29



28-Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”

29-Jesus answered, “The work of God is this:  to believe in the one he has sent.”



-What did the people ask Jesus?

-They asked Jesus what work must they do to be pleasing to God.



-What was Jesus’ reply?



-Jesus replied that the only work which pleases God is to believe in Jesus.



-Did the people then accept what Jesus said?

-No.



Let’s read John 6:30-31



30-So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?  What will you do?

31-Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written:  ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”



-The people were saying that just as Moses gave the Israelites manna every day in the desert, they wanted Jesus to give them bread every day.



-What did Jesus reply to them?



Let’s read John 6:32-33



32-Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.

33-For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”



-Did Moses give the Israelites bread in the desert?

-No.



-Who was the One who gave the Israelites bread in the desert?

-God.



-Jesus said that God the Father was the One who gave the Israelites bread in the desert.



-Jesus also said that just as God the Father gave the Israelites bread from heaven in the desert, so God the Father was giving them true bread from heaven.



-Who is the true bread from heaven that God the Father gives?

-Jesus.



-How is Jesus like the manna which God gave to the Israelites in the desert?



-Just like the manna came from heaven, so Jesus also came from Heaven.



-Just like the manna was given only by God, so Jesus also was given only by God.



-Just like the Israelites would have died without manna, so people too will die without Jesus.



-Did the people understand?



Let’s read John 6:34



34-“Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.”



-The people did not understand.

-The people thought that Jesus was talking about bread for their bodies.



-Was Jesus talking about bread for their bodies?

-No.



-Jesus was talking about bread for their spirit.



Let’s read John 6:35



35-Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”



-Jesus said that He was spiritual bread from heaven.



-If someone does not eat, will they die?

-Yes.



-Just like people will die if they do not eat, if we do not believe in Jesus as the only bread for our spirit, then we will also die.



-If we believe in Jesus, our spirit will never be hungry again.
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1.  Why did the great crowd follow Jesus?

-Because they wanted to see more of the miraculous signs that Jesus had performed on the sick.



2.  When Jesus started to feed the people, how many loaves of bread and how many fish did He have?

-Five loaves of bread and two fish.



3.  How many people did Jesus feed with five loaves of bread and two fish?

-Over five thousand people.



4.  How was Jesus able to feed over five thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish?

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus can do anything.



5.  Why did the people want to make Jesus king?

-Because the people wanted Jesus to give them food all of the time.



6.  Why did Jesus not want to be the king of the people?

-Because Jesus knew that the hearts of the people were evil.

-Because Jesus knew that the people only wanted Him to give them food.



7.  How is Jesus like the manna which God gave to the Israelites in the desert?

-Just like the manna came from heaven, so Jesus also came from Heaven.

-Just like the manna was given only by God, so Jesus also was given only by God.

-Just like the Israelites would have died without manna, so people too will die without Jesus.



-One day, some Pharisees and some teachers of the law came to visit Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 7:1-5



1-The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and

2-saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” that is, unwashed.

3-(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders.

4-When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash.  And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers, and kettles.)

5-So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”



-Why were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law angry with Jesus’ disciples?



-Because Jesus’ disciples did not keep the traditions of the elders.



-What were the traditions of the elders?



-They were laws that the Pharisees had made which they said the people must keep in order to be accepted by God.



-Does God accept us according to the traditions we keep?

-No.



-Because the Pharisees kept all of the traditions that they made, they believed that God approved of them.



-Although the Pharisees kept all of the traditions, their hearts were evil.



-Will keeping traditions make our hearts clean?

-No.



-Although the Pharisees were keeping all of the traditions on the outside, their hearts were very evil on the inside.



-If your cooking pot has chicken manure on the inside, will it help to clean the outside of the pot?

-No.



-What did Jesus say to the Pharisees?



Let’s read Mark 7:6



6-Jesus replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:  ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.’”



-Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites.



-What is a hypocrite?



-A hypocrite is someone whose words and deeds are not the same, but totally different.



-Jesus also said that what was written about them in God’s Bible by the prophet Isaiah was true.



-What did the prophet Isaiah say about these people?



-The prophet Isaiah said that these people say with their lips that they believe in God, but that their hearts are far from God.



-The prophet Isaiah said that they believe God with their words, but not with their hearts.



-Does God accept those who believe in Him only with their words?

-No.



-What else did Jesus say to the Pharisees?



Let’s read Mark 7:7-9



7-Jesus said, “‘They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’

8-You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.”

9-And he said to them:  “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!”



-Jesus said that the Pharisees worshipped God in vain.



-How did the Pharisees worship God in vain?

-Because God would not accept their worship.



-Why would God not accept the worship of the Pharisees?



-Because their worship was only from their lips, and not from their hearts.



-Because their worship was only from their flesh, and not from their hearts.



-What were the Pharisees doing by making their traditions?

-The Pharisees were breaking God’s commandments.



-Does God want people to add their traditions to His Bible?

-No.



-We must never add to or take anything away from what God has said in the Bible.



-After Jesus said this to the Pharisees, Jesus called the crowd to Him.



Let’s read Mark 7:14-15 & 17-19



14-Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this.

15-Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into him.  Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’”

17-After Jesus had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable.

18-“Are you so dull?” he asked.  “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean’?

19-For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body.”  (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”)



-What did Jesus say to the crowd?



-Jesus said that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean.’



-What did Jesus mean?



-Jesus meant that people are not made unclean by unclean hands or by unclean food.



-Why are people not made unclean by unclean hands or by unclean food?



-Because unclean hands and unclean food do not touch the heart.



-Jesus said that the uncleanliness of hands and unclean food enter the stomach, and go out of the body, but do not touch the heart.



-Does what we eat make us acceptable to God?

-No.



-Does what we do not eat make us acceptable to God?

-No.



-Does what we wear make us acceptable to God?

-No.



-Does what we do not wear make us acceptable to God?

-No.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read Mark 7:20-23



20-Jesus went on:  “What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’

21-For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,

22-greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly.

23-All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’”



-What did Jesus say makes a man unclean?



-Jesus said that what is on the inside is that which makes a man unclean.



-What is on the inside that makes a man unclean?

-His heart.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, their hearts became unclean.



-Cain and Abel were born with unclean hearts.



-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all born with unclean hearts.



-The Israelites were all born with unclean hearts.



-All people are born with unclean hearts.



-Because all people are born with unclean hearts, uncleanness comes out of our hearts.



-Does God see the wickedness that is in our hearts?

-Yes.



-God sees that all of our hearts are full of evil.



-What are the evils that are inside of every one of our hearts?



-Evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly.



-Then, Jesus told the people a parable.



Let’s read Luke 18:9-12



9-To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:

10-“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.

11-The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself:  ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.

12-I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’”



-In the parable that Jesus told, who were the two people who went to the temple to pray?



-One was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.



-What did the Pharisee think about himself?



-The Pharisee thought that his heart was clean.



-Why did the Pharisee think that his heart was clean?



-Because he kept the traditions of the elders.

-Because he fasted twice a week.

-Because he gave a tenth of all his earnings to the temple.



-The Pharisee was very proud.



-He thought that he was a good man.

-He thought that all what he did was good.

-He thought that he was better than other people.



-The Pharisee did not believe that he needed the Savior.



-What about the tax collector?



Let’s read Luke 18:13



13-Jesus said, “But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’”



-What did the tax collector think about himself?



-The tax collector knew that his heart was unclean.



-How did the tax collector know that his heart was unclean?



-Because he knew that his evil thoughts had come from his unclean heart.



-The tax collector knew that he was a sinner, and that he had sinned against God.



-He knew that he was not able to change his unclean heart.

-He knew that his sin must be punished with death.



-The tax collector called on God to save him.



-What did Jesus then say?



Let’s read Luke 18:14



14-Jesus said, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”



-Did God accept the Pharisee?

-No.



-Why did God reject the Pharisee?



-Because the Pharisee did not believe that he had an unclean heart.



-Because the Pharisee did not believe that he had sinned against God.



-Did God accept the tax collector?

-Yes.



-Why did God accept the tax collector?



-Because the tax collector knew that he had an unclean heart.



-Because the tax collector knew that he had sinned against God.



-Because the tax collector called on God to save him.



-What did Jesus say at the end of the parable?



-Jesus said that whoever humbles himself before God, God will lift him up.



-But whoever exalts himself before God, God will humble him.
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LESSON 59



1.  Why were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law angry with Jesus’ disciples?

-Because Jesus’ disciples did not keep the traditions of the elders.



2.  What were the traditions of the elders?

-They were laws that the Pharisees had made which they said the people must keep in order to be accepted by God.



3.  Does God accept us according to the traditions we keep?

-No.



4.  Will keeping traditions make our hearts clean?

-No.



5.  Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites.  What is a hypocrite?

-A hypocrite is someone whose words and deeds are not the same, but totally different.



6.  What did the prophet Isaiah say about these people?

-The prophet Isaiah said that these people say with their lips that they believe in God, but that their hearts are far from God.



7.  Why would God not accept the worship of the Pharisees?

-Because their worship was only from their lips, and not from their hearts.



8.  Does God want people to add their traditions to His Book, the Bible?

-No.

-We must never add to or take anything away from what God has said in the Bible.



9.  Why are people not made unclean by unclean hands or by unclean food?

-Because unclean hands and unclean food do not touch the heart.



10.  Does what we eat or do not eat make us acceptable to God?

-No.



11.  Does what we wear or do not wear make us acceptable to God?

-No.



12.  What did Jesus say makes a man unclean?

-Jesus said that what is on the inside is that which makes a man unclean.



13. What are the evils that are inside of every one of our hearts?

-Evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly.



14.  In the parable that Jesus told, who were the two people who went to the temple to pray?

-One was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.



15.  Why did God reject the Pharisee?

-Because the Pharisee did not believe that he had an unclean heart.

-Because the Pharisee did not believe that he had sinned against God.				



16.  Why did God accept the tax collector?

-Because the tax collector knew that he had an unclean heart.

-Because the tax collector knew that he had sinned against God.

-Because the tax collector called on God to save him.



-One day, Jesus asked His disciples a question.



Let’s read Mark 8:27-28



27-Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”

28-They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”



-What was the question that Jesus asked His disciples?



-“Who do people say I am?”



-What did the disciples reply?



-Some of the people thought that Jesus was John the Baptist.



-Some of the people thought that Jesus was Elijah.



-Some of the people thought that Jesus was one of the prophets who had come back to life.



-Why did the people think that Jesus was John the Baptist?



-Because King Herod had killed John the Baptist, some people thought that Jesus was John the Baptist who had come back to life.



-Was Jesus John the Baptist?



-No.



-Why did the people think that Jesus was Elijah?



-Who was Elijah?



-Elijah was a prophet of God who had not died, but had been taken to heaven by God.



-Was Jesus Elijah?



-No.



-Why did people think that Jesus was one of the prophets who had come back to life?



-Because the prophets were always speaking of God and calling the people to repent.



-Was Jesus one of the prophets who had come back to life?



-No.



-What question did Jesus next ask His disciples?



Let’s read Mark 8:29



29-“But what about you?” Jesus asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”



-What did Jesus next ask His disciples?



-“Who do you say I am?”



-What did Peter answer?



-“You are the Christ.”



-Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ who God had promised to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.



-Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ who God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ, God the Savior.



-Even though Jesus had told the Jews many times, many Jews did not believe that Jesus was God the Savior.



-Even though Jesus had performed many miracles before the Jews, many Jews did not believe that Jesus was God the Savior.



-If we do not believe that Jesus is God the Savior, can we be saved?



-No.



-What did Jesus next say to His disciples?



Let’s read Mark 8:30



30-Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.



-Why did Jesus tell the disciples not to tell anyone about Him?



-Jesus did not want the people to believe because of someone else.



-Jesus wanted the people to believe from their own hearts.



-If we believe in Jesus, then this belief must come from our own hearts.



-We cannot believe in Jesus from someone else.



-After this, Jesus then began to teach the disciples about that which was coming.



Let’s read Mark 8:31



31-Jesus then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.



-What did Jesus teach His disciples about that which was coming?



-That the leaders of the people would kill Jesus, but that He would rise from the dead after three days.



-How did Jesus know what was coming?



-Because Jesus is God and knows everything.



-There is nothing that Jesus does not know.



-Jesus knew that the leaders of the people would kill Him.



-Jesus also knew that He must die.



-But Jesus also knew that He would rise from the dead after three days.



-Do you remember how many days and nights Jonah was in the belly of the big fish?



-Three days and three nights.



-Just as Jonah was in the belly of the big fish three days and three nights, Jesus also would be in the belly of the earth three days and three nights.



-Just as God brought Jonah back to life after three days and three nights, God would also bring Jesus back to life after three days and three nights.



-After this, Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him up a high mountain.



Let’s read Mark 9:2-3



2-After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone.  There he was transfigured before them.

3-His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.



-What happened to Jesus on the mountain?



-Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John.



-What does it mean that Jesus was transfigured?



-It means that God who was on the inside of Jesus shined out to the outside.



-Even though Jesus had a human body on the outside, He was God on the inside.



-Do you remember the tent that Moses and the Israelites built in the desert?



-On the outside of the tent were animal skins, but on the inside was the glory of God.



-When people looked at Jesus, they just saw a man on the outside.



-But on the inside, Jesus was God.



-Jesus was fully God and fully man.



-Suddenly, there appeared two men next to Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 9:4



4-And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.



-Who was Elijah?



-Elijah was a prophet of God who had lived on the earth before Jesus was born.



-Many years ago, before Elijah died, God had taken him to heaven.



-Who was Moses?



-Moses was the one who had led the Israelites out of Egypt.



-Many years ago, Moses had died, and God had taken Moses’ to heaven.



-Because Elijah and Moses believed in God, they had been living in heaven with God for many years.



-How did Elijah and Moses return to earth?



-God the Father sent Elijah and Moses down from heaven to talk with Jesus.



-Why did God want Elijah and Moses to talk with Jesus?



-God wanted Elijah and Moses to encourage Jesus because of Jesus’ coming death.



-What happened next?



Let’s read Mark 9:5-8



5-Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

6-(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)

7-Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud:  “This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to Him!”

8-Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.



-To whom did the voice which came from the cloud belong?



-God the Father.



-What did God the Father say to the disciples?



-“This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to Him!”



-What did God the Father mean?



-God the Father meant that Jesus was truly God the Savior, whom He loved very much.



-Because Jesus was God the Savior, God wanted the disciples to listen to Jesus.



-Today, does God speak to us from heaven?



-No.



-Why not?



-Because all that God wants to say to us has been written in His Book, the Bible.



-God wants us to listen to Jesus and His Words that are written in God’s Book, the Bible.
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LESSON 60



1.  What was the question that Jesus asked His disciples?

-“Who do people say I am?”



2.  What did the disciples reply?

-Some of the people thought that Jesus was John the Baptist, some thought Jesus was Elijah, and some thought Jesus was one of the prophets who had come back to life.



3.  Was Jesus John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the prophets who had come back to life?

-No.



4.  What did Jesus next ask His disciples?

-“Who do you say I am?”



5.  What did Peter answer?

-“You are the Christ.”



6.  If we do not believe that Jesus is God the Savior, can we be saved?

-No.



7.  What did Jesus teach His disciples about that which was coming?

-That the leaders of the people would kill Jesus, but that He would rise from the dead after three days.



8.  What happened to Jesus on the mountain?

-Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John.



9.  What does it mean that Jesus was transfigured?

-It means that God who was on the inside of Jesus shined out to the outside.



10.  Who was Elijah?

-Elijah was a prophet of God who had lived on the earth before Jesus was born.

-Many years ago, before Elijah died, God had taken him to heaven.



11.  Who was Moses?

-Moses was the one who had led the Israelites out of Egypt.

-Many years ago, Moses had died, and God had taken Moses’ to heaven.



12.  How did Elijah and Moses return to earth?

-God the Father sent Elijah and Moses down from heaven to talk with Jesus.



13.  Why did God want Elijah and Moses to talk with Jesus?

-God wanted Elijah and Moses to encourage Jesus because of Jesus’ coming death.



-Many of the Jews in Jesus’ day were shepherds.



-The shepherds would look after large flocks of sheep.



-Because most of the land in Israel was dry, it was difficult at times for the shepherds to find grass for their sheep.



-Therefore, the shepherds would take their sheep and walk very far in order to look for enough grass for all of their sheep.



-Because they would walk very far, the shepherds would sleep at night out in the fields with their sheep.



-Because there were thieves to steal the sheep and wild animals to eat the sheep, the shepherds had to protect their sheep at night.



-How did the shepherds protect their sheep at night?



-Before nightfall, the shepherds would build a corral of rocks or thorns, and make one opening as a door.



-When the corral was finished, the shepherd would herd his sheep inside of the corral, where would the shepherd sleep?



-The shepherd would sleep in the opening.



-Why would the shepherd sleep in the opening?

-To protect the sheep who were inside the corral.



-Because the shepherd slept in the opening, he was like the door of the corral. 



-No thieves or wild animals were able to get into the sheep without first meeting the shepherd.



-One day, Jesus used an illustration to teach about himself.



Let’s read John 10:7



7-Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the door for the sheep.”



-What did Jesus mean when He said that He was the door for the sheep?



-Jesus meant that He was the way through whom we are able to be saved from death.



-Just as the shepherd was the door to save the sheep from death, Jesus is the door to save us from death.



-Just as thieves were outside of the corral wanting to steal the sheep, Satan and his demons want to steal all people.



-Just as wild animals were outside of the corral wanting to eat the sheep, sin and death want to eat all people.



-Just like a thief, Satan has been stealing your ancestors for many years.

-Satan steals people in order to destroy them.



-Just as the shepherds loved their sheep, so Jesus loves His sheep.



-Who are Jesus’ sheep?

-Those who know that their sin calls for death, and who call out to Jesus to save them.



-Jesus wants to save us from sin and death.

-Jesus wants to save us from Satan and his demons.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read John 10:8



8-Jesus said, “All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.”



-Before Jesus was born, other people came to the Jews and said that they were the Savior.



-Jesus said that these people were like thieves and robbers.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read John 10:9



9-Jesus said, “I am the door; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.”



-Jesus said that He was the only door by which we can be saved.



-Just like there was only one door into the corral of the sheep, so Jesus is the only door into eternal life.



-Some people say that there are many doors to God.

-Is this true?

-No.  This is a lie.



-Some people say that there is the door of the ancestors to God.

-Is this true?

-No.  This is also a lie.



-Jesus said that He was the only door by which we can be saved.



-In the days of Noah, how many doors did God command Noah to build in the boat?

-Just one.



-How does the one door in Noah’s boat remind us of Jesus?



-Just as there was only one door into Noah’s boat, so Jesus is the only door to eternal life.



-Just as those who entered Noah’s boat by the one door were saved from death, so those who believe in Jesus will be saved from death.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read John 10:10



10-Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”



-Jesus said that the thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy.



-Who is the thief who comes only to steal, kill, and destroy?

-Satan.



-Why did Jesus come from heaven?

-Jesus came to give us life, and to give us eternal life.



-Jesus and Satan are different.

-Satan came to steal, kill, and destroy the sheep.

-Jesus came to give life to the sheep.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read John 10:11



11-Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”



-Jesus said that He was the good Shepherd.



-Jesus said that He loved His sheep so much that He was willing to do what for them?



-Jesus was willing to die for them.



-Jesus said that He was willing to die for His sheep to save them from sin, death, and Satan.



-What else did Jesus say?



Let’s read John 14:6



6-Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”



-Jesus said that He is the Way to God.

-If you want to know the Way to God, then you will turn to Jesus.



-Jesus also said that He is truth.

-If you want to know the truth, then you will turn to Jesus.



-Jesus also said that He is life.

-If you want eternal life, then you will turn to Jesus.



-No one comes to God the Father except through Jesus.

6


LESSON 61



1.  How did the shepherds protect their sheep at night?

-Before nightfall, the shepherds would build a corral of rocks or thorns, and make one opening as a door.



2.  When the corral was finished, and the shepherd would herd his sheep inside of the corral, where would the shepherd sleep?

-The shepherd would sleep in the opening.



3.  Why would the shepherd sleep in the opening?

-To protect the sheep who were inside the corral.



4.  What did Jesus mean when He said that He was the door for the sheep?

-Jesus meant that He was the way through whom we are able to be saved from death.



5.  Who are Jesus’ sheep?

-Those who know that their sin calls for death, and who call out to Jesus to save them.



6.  Some people say that there are many doors to God.  Is this true?

-No.  This is a lie.



7.  How does the one door in Noah’s boat remind us of Jesus?

-Just as there was only one door into Noah’s boat, so Jesus is the only door to eternal life.

-Just as those who entered Noah’s boat by the one door were saved from death, so those who believe in Jesus will be saved from death.



8.  Who is the thief who comes only to steal and kill and destroy?

-Satan.



9.  Jesus said that He loved His sheep so much that He was willing to do what for them?

-Jesus was willing to die for them.



-One day, Lazarus, who was a friend of Jesus and lived in Bethany, became sick.



Let’s read John 11:1-6



1-Now a man named Lazarus was sick.  He was from Bethany, the village of Mary, and her sister Martha.

2-This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.

3-So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4-When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”

5-Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.

6-Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.



-When Lazarus became sick, his sisters Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus, who was staying very far from Bethany.



-What did Jesus say about Lazarus’ sickness?



-Jesus said that Lazarus’ sickness would not end in death, but will be for God’s glory.



-Even though Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, Jesus stayed where He was for two more days.



-When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, why did Jesus not go to Lazarus immediately?



-Because Jesus wanted to show His mighty power as God the Savior.



-Was Jesus able to heal Lazarus’ sickness from far away?

-Yes.



-Sometime thereafter, Jesus spoke to His disciples.



Let’s read John 11:7-8 & 11-16



7-Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go back, to Judea.”

8-“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?”

11-Jesus went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12-His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.”

13-Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

14-So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead,

15-and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.”

16-Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go; that we may die with him.”



-When Jesus told the disciples that they would be returning to Judea, why were the disciples afraid?



-Because the Jews in Judea had tried to stone Jesus.



-When Jesus also told the disciples that Lazarus had died, the disciples did not understand Jesus.



-The disciples thought that Jesus was going to allow the Jewish leaders to kill Him so that He would be with Lazarus.



-This is not what Jesus meant.



-What happened when Jesus and His disciples returned to Bethany?



Let’s read John 11:17-22



17-On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.

18-Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem,

19-and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.

20-When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21-“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.

22-But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”



-What did Lazarus’ sister, Martha, say to Jesus?



-Martha said that if Jesus had been there, then Lazarus would not have died.



-Martha was thinking that if Jesus had been there when Lazarus was still alive, then Jesus would have healed Lazarus.



-What did Jesus then say to Martha?



Let’s read John 11:23-24



23-Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24-Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”



-Jesus told Martha that He was going to bring her brother Lazarus back to life.



-Did Martha understand?

-No.



-Martha thought that Jesus was going to bring her brother Lazarus back to life on the last day.



-Is that what Jesus meant?

-No.



-Martha told Jesus that she knew that Lazarus would be brought back to life at the last day.



-What did Martha mean by the last day?



-The last day will be the end of time when all people who have died will be brought back to life.



-On the last day, God will bring all people who have died back to life to be judged by God.



-On the last day, God will judge all people for the sins which they have committed.



-What did Jesus reply to Martha?



Let’s read John 11:25a



25-Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.



-What did Jesus say to Martha?



-Jesus said that He was the resurrection and the life.



-Jesus was telling Martha that Lazarus did not have to wait for the last day to be brought back from the dead.



-Why did Lazarus not have to wait until the last day to be raised from the dead?



-Because Jesus was there, and Jesus is the resurrection and the life.



-Jesus had the power to give life even to those who died.



-Can Satan and his demons give life to the dead?

-No.

-Can angels give life to the dead?

-No.



-Who alone can give life to the dead?

-Jesus who is God.



-What did Jesus then say to Martha?



Let’s read John 11:25b-26



25-Jesus said, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

26-and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”



-Jesus said that whoever believes in Him will live even though they die.



-How can a man live even though he dies?

-What did Jesus mean?



-Jesus was saying that whoever believes in Him will never die to God, even though their bodies die.



-Jesus was saying that whoever believes in Him, their souls will go to Heaven to live with God even though their bodies die.



-What did Martha then reply to Jesus?



Let’s read John 11:27



27-“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”



-Did Martha believe that Jesus was God the Savior?

-Yes.

-Then, Martha called her sister Mary.



Let’s read John 11:28-38



28-And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside.  “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.”

29-When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.

30-Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.

31-When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32-When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33-When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.

34-“Where have you laid him?” he asked.  “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35-Jesus wept.

36-Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!:

37-But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38-Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.



-Why did Jesus cry when He came to Lazarus’ tomb?

-Because Jesus was sad to see the other people crying.



-God is sad because there is sin in the world.

-God is sad because there is death in the world.



-When people become hurt, God becomes sad.

-When people become sick, God becomes sad.



-This is because God created all people, and loves all people.



-What did Jesus then tell the people?



Let’s read John 11:39-44



39-“Take away the stone,” he said.  “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

40-Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”

41-So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.

42-I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43-When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

44-The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”



-What did Jesus do?

-Jesus stood at the entrance of the tomb, and commanded Lazarus to wake up from the dead.



-Did Lazarus wake up from the dead?

-Yes.



-Why was Jesus able to give life to dead Lazarus?

-Because Jesus created all life.



-Why did Jesus decide to raise Lazarus from the dead?



-Because Jesus wanted to show all people that God has power even over death.



-What did the people say after Jesus brought Lazarus back from the dead?



Let’s read John 11:45-48



45-Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.

46-But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

47-Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.  “What are we accomplishing?” they asked.  “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs.

48-If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”



-Because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, some people believed in Jesus as God the Savior.



-Because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, some people went away, and plotted to kill Jesus.



-Who wanted to kill Jesus?

-The chief priests and the Pharisees.



-Who was leading the chief priests and the Pharisees to kill Jesus?

-Satan.



-Why did the chief priests and the Pharisees want to kill Jesus?



-Because they were evil.

-Because they listened to Satan and not to Jesus.



-To whom are you going to listen, Satan or Jesus?
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LESSON 62



1.  When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, why did He not go to Lazarus immediately?

-Because Jesus wanted to show His mighty power as God the Savior.



2.  Martha thought that Jesus was going to bring her brother Lazarus back to life on the last day.  Is that what Jesus meant?

-No.



3.  What did Martha mean by the last day?

-The last day will be the end of time when all people who have died will be brought back to life.

-On the last day, God will judge all people for the sins which they have committed.



4.  Why did Lazarus not have to wait until the last day to be raised from the dead?

-Because Jesus was there, and Jesus is the resurrection and the life.



5.  Jesus said that whoever believes in Him will live even though they die.  How can a man live even though he dies?

-Jesus was saying that whoever believes in Him, their souls will go to Heaven to live with God even though their bodies die.



6.  Why was Jesus able to give life to dead Lazarus?

-Because Jesus created all life.



7.  Why did Jesus decide to raise Lazarus from the dead?

-Because Jesus wanted to show all people that God has power even over death.



8.  Who wanted to kill Jesus?

-The chief priests and the Pharisees.



9.  Who was leading the chief priests and the Pharisees to kill Jesus?

-Satan.



-The people liked to bring their children to Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 10:13



13-People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.



-Why did the disciples rebuke the people for bringing their children to Jesus?



-The disciples thought that Jesus did not want to be bothered by children.



-Was Jesus bothered by the children?

-No.



-What did Jesus say to His disciples?



Let’s read Mark 10:14



14-When Jesus saw this, He was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”



-Why was Jesus angry with His disciples?



-Because His disciples were preventing the people from bringing their children to Him.



-Does Jesus love all children?

-Yes.

-Why does Jesus love all children?



-Because Jesus created all children.

-Because Jesus created all children, Jesus desires to save all children.



-Are children also born into sin as slaves of Satan?

-Yes.

-Do children also need to be saved from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-Yes.



-This is why it is important for children to listen to the Word of God as well.



-What did Jesus then say about children and the kingdom of God?



Let’s read Mark 10:15-16



15-Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

16-And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them, and blessed them.



-What did Jesus mean that anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it?



-Jesus meant that if we do not believe in God with the faith of a child, then we will never be saved.



-What is the faith of a child like?



-The faith of a child is totally complete.

-The faith of a child is with all of his heart.



-When a little baby boy suckles at his mother’s breast, he trusts his mother with all of his heart.



-When a little baby girl is carried on her mother’s back, she trusts her mother with all of her heart.



-Just like a child trusts his mother with all of his heart, Jesus said that we must trust God with all of our hearts.



-If we do not believe in God with all of our hearts, then we will never be saved.



-As Jesus started on His way, a rich young man came to Jesus and asked Jesus a question.



Let’s read Mark 10:17



17-As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.  “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”



-What was the question the rich young man asked Jesus?

-“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”



-What was the rich young man really asking Jesus?



-He was asking Jesus what good work must he do to earn eternal life.

-He was asking Jesus what good work must he do to pay for eternal life.



-Can our good works earn eternal life?

-No.

-Can our good works pay for eternal life?

-No.

-What did Jesus reply?



Let’s read Mark 10:18



18-“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered.  “No one is good--except God alone.



-Jesus asked the rich young man why he called Him good.



-Then, Jesus said that no one is good except God alone.



-Was Jesus denying that He was good?

-No.

-Was Jesus denying that He was God?

-No.



-Then why did Jesus say what He said?



-Jesus wanted the rich young man to understand that because people are born into sin, they are not good.



-Jesus also wanted the rich young man to understand that because God alone is without sin, only God is good.



-How did the rich young man think that he was able to earn eternal life?

-By doing good works.



-What did the rich young man not understand?



-The rich young man did not understand that good works do not make us good.



-The rich young man did not understand that good works do not change our bad into good.



-The rich young man did not understand that the good works which we do on the outside do not change our evil hearts which are on the inside.



-Here is an illustration:



-If a fruit is rotten on the inside, will it be changed if we wash the fruit on the outside?

-No.



-The fruit is still rotten on the inside.



-If a fruit is full of worms on the inside, will it be changed if we rub off the dirt on the outside?

-No.



-The fruit is still full of worms on the inside.



-The rich young man did not understand that he was born with a heart like a rotten fruit full of worms.



-Even though the rich young man was trying to do good works on the outside, it did not change his evil heart on the inside.



-Jesus was teaching the rich young man that no human was good because all people have been born with a rotten heart.



-Because our hearts are born into sin, no good work will change our heart.



-We cannot become good by doing good works.

-Good works will not cause us to become good.



-What did Jesus then say?



Let’s read Mark 10:19-20



19-Jesus said, “You know the commandments:  ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”

20-“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”



-What did the rich young man reply?



-He said that he had kept all of God’s commandments since he was a boy.

-Is that true?

-No.



-Can anyone keep all of God’s commandments?

-No.



-What did the rich young man not understand?



-The rich young man did not understand that even if he did keep all of God’s commandments on the outside, his heart on the inside had still broken every one of God’s commandments.



-Jesus taught that if a man hates another man, then he has already committed murder in his heart.



-Jesus taught that if a man looks at a woman and desires her, then he has already committed adultery in his heart.



-Do you remember why God gave His commandments to the Israelites in the desert?



-God knew that the Israelites were not able to keep all of His commandments.



-Why did God give the Israelites His commandments?



-To show the Israelites that they were never able to keep all of His commandments.



-To show them that their hearts were full of sin.

-To show them that their hearts were rotten.



-To show them that they were not good.

-To show them that no one is good except God alone.



-Even if we try very hard and keep all of God’s commandments on the outside, our hearts are still rotten on the inside.



-Even if we try very hard and our works are good, our hearts will never be good before God.



-What did Jesus then do?



Let’s read Mark 10:21a



21-Jesus looked at him and loved him.



-Even though this rich young man did not understand that his heart was not good before God, Jesus loved him.



-Why did Jesus love this rich young man?



-Because Jesus had created him.

-Because Jesus wanted to save him from his evil heart.



-Jesus loves all people, and wants to save everyone from their evil hearts which are in the inside.



-What then did Jesus say to the rich young man?



Let’s read Mark 10:21b



21-Jesus said, “One thing you lack,” he said.  “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”



-What did Jesus tell the rich young man that he must do?



-That he must sell everything that he had, give it to the poor, and follow Jesus.



-Why did Jesus say that?



-Because Jesus wanted to save the rich young man from his evil heart.



-Jesus knew that the rich young man loved his wealth more than he loved the poor.



-Jesus knew that the rich young man loved his wealth more than he loved God.



-If we love wealth more than God, will God save us?

-No.



-What did the rich young man then do?



Let’s read Mark 10:22-24



22-At this the man’s face fell.  He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

23-Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

24-The disciples were amazed at his words.  But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!”



-Why did the rich young man go away sad?



-Because he had great wealth.

-Because he was not willing to give all of his great wealth away.



-Because he was not willing for Jesus to change his evil heart.



-When people had asked Jesus earlier what they must do to have eternal life, what did Jesus tell them?



Let’s read John 6:28-29



28-Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”

29-Jesus answered, “The work of God is this:  to believe in the one he has sent.”



-The only work that we must do to have eternal life is to believe in Jesus Christ.



-Who is the only One who can save us from our evil hearts?

-Jesus Christ.
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LESSON 63



1.  Why did the disciples rebuke the people for bringing their children to Jesus?

-The disciples thought that Jesus did not want to be bothered by children.



2.  Does Jesus love all children?

-Yes.



3.  Do children also need to be saved from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-Yes.



4.  What did Jesus mean that anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it?

-Jesus meant that if we do not believe in God with the faith of a child, then we will never be saved.



5.  What is the faith of a child like?

-The faith of a child is totally complete.

-The faith of a child is with all of his heart.



6.  What was the question the rich young man asked Jesus?

-“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”



7.  What did Jesus reply?

-“Why do you call me good?”  “No one is good--except God alone.”



8.  Was Jesus denying that He was good?

-No.



9.  Was Jesus denying that He was God?

-No.



10.  Then why did Jesus say what He said?

-Jesus wanted the rich young man to understand that because people are born into sin, they are not good.

-Jesus also wanted the rich young man to understand that because God alone is without sin, only God is good.



11.  How did the rich young man think that he was able to earn eternal life?

-By doing good works.



12.  What did the rich young man not understand?

-The rich young man did not understand that the good works which we do on the outside do not change our evil hearts which are on the inside.



13.  Why did the rich young man go away sad?

-Because he was not willing to give all of his great wealth away.

-Because he was not willing for Jesus to change his evil heart.



14.  Who is the only One who can save us from our evil hearts?

-Jesus Christ.



-Because Jesus knows the hearts of all people, He taught the people about greed.



Let’s read Luke 12:15



15-Then Jesus said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”



-Why are people greedy?



-Because they are born into sin.

-Because they want what they do not have.



-Many people want possessions more than anything else in the world.

-Many people want possessions even more than God.



-Many people see the possessions of other people, and want them for themselves.



-Many people think that they would be happy if they had many possessions and were rich.



-If a man had all the riches in the world, would the riches help him if he went to the Lake of Eternal Fire?

-No.



-Should our lives consist of an abundance of possessions?

-No.



-Can possessions save us from sin, death, and Satan?

-No.



-To help the people understand, Jesus told them a parable.



Let’s read Luke 12:16-19



16-And Jesus told them this parable:  “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.

17-He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops.’

18-“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.

19-And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’”



-Jesus told the parable of a rich farmer.



-One year, the rich farmer’s ground produced such a good crop that he did not have enough space to store all of the crop.



-What then did the rich farmer think he would do?



-The rich farmer thought that he would build bigger barns, store all of his grain there, and then do nothing for the rest of his life.



-Because the rich farmer had great wealth, he thought that he had no problems.



-Because the rich farmer had great wealth, he thought that he had everything.



-Because the rich farmer had great wealth, he thought that he would forget about God, and live according to his own way.



-Although the rich farmer forgot about God, did God forget about him?

-No.

-What then did Jesus say happened to the rich farmer?



Let’s read Luke 12:20



20-“But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’”



-What happened to the rich farmer?

-God called him to die.



-Who decided the day the rich farmer died?

-God alone.



-Who decides the day when all people die?

-God alone.



-What happened to the great wealth of the rich farmer?

-It was left for someone else.



-Why did God call the rich farmer a fool?



-Because the rich farmer thought that he would forget about God, and live according to his own way.



-Did the rich farmer’s great wealth save him?

-No.

-Did the rich farmer have everything?

-No.



-Even though the rich farmer had great wealth, what did he not have?

-Eternal life.



-What did Jesus then say after he had finished telling the parable?



Let’s read Luke 12:21



21-Jesus said, “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”



-Jesus said that if we store up many things for ourselves, but are not rich toward God, then we will meet eternal death.



-What is of far more value than great wealth?

-Believing in God and having eternal life.



-Then, Jesus told a story.



Let’s read Luke 16:19-21



19-“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.

20-At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores

21-and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table.  Even the dogs came and licked his sores.”



-How do we know that the story of the rich man and Lazarus is a true story?



-Because these two men actually lived on earth.



-Who were the two men in the story?

-One was a rich man and one was a poor man.



-What was the name of the poor man?

-Lazarus.		



-This was not the Lazarus whom Jesus had raised from the dead.



-Of the two men, who was more blessed?



-Was the rich man more blessed because he had fine clothes and all the food he was able to eat?



-Was Lazarus who was sick and had no food more blessed?



-Perhaps you would say the rich man, but the story is not yet ended.



-Listen to what Jesus said happened to these two men:



Let’s read Luke 16:22



22-“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.  The rich man also died and was buried.”



-What happened when the poor man, Lazarus, died?

-The angels carried him to be with God and Abraham in heaven.



-What happened to the rich man?

-He also died.



-Did the rich man’s wealth keep him from dying?

-No.



-Where did the rich man go after he died?



Let’s read Luke 16:23



23-“In hell, where he was in torment, the rich man looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.”



-Where did the rich man go after he died?

-To hell, the place of fire and punishment.



-When a person dies, to where does his spirit go?



-Either straight to be with God in heaven or straight to hell, the place of fire and punishment.



-When a person dies, some people say that his spirit wanders on earth.



-This is a lie from Satan.



-When a person dies, some people say that his spirit goes to a waiting place between earth and heaven.



-This is also a lie from Satan.



-Is there a waiting place between earth and heaven?

-No.



-Some people say that they have heard the voice of a dead ancestor or a message from someone who has died.



-This is also a lie from Satan.



-The voices or messages that people hear are only from Satan and his demons.



-When a person dies, his spirit goes either straight to be with God in heaven or straight to hell.



-Lazarus died and his spirit went straight to be with God in heaven.



-The rich man died and his spirit went straight to hell, the place of fire and punishment.



-The rich man then spoke to Abraham.



Let’s read Luke 16:24



24-“So the rich man called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’”



-Firstly, what did the rich man ask Abraham?



-He asked Abraham to send Lazarus to come and dip the tip of his finger into water to cool his tongue.

-Why?



-Because the rich man was suffering greatly in the fire.



-For all those who refuse to believe in God, where will they go when they die?



-To hell, the place of fire and punishment.



-God hates sin, and punishes all sin with death.



-What did Abraham reply?



Let’s read Luke 16:25



25-“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.’”



-What did Abraham reply?



-Abraham said that while the rich man lived on earth he was comfortable, but now he must suffer.



-Abraham also said that while Lazarus lived on earth he suffered, but now he was comfortable.



-Did Lazarus go to heaven because he was poor?

-No.



-Why did Lazarus go to heaven?

-Because Lazarus believed in God.



-Lazarus knew that he had been born into sin.

-Lazarus knew that God punishes all sin with death.



-Lazarus believed that God would send the Savior to save him.



-For all those who believe in God, where will they go when they die?



-To be with God in heaven.



-Did the rich man go to hell because he was rich?

-No.



-Why did the rich man go to hell?



-Because the rich man refused to believe in God.



-The rich man did not believe that he was born into sin.



-The rich man did not believe that God punishes all sin with death.



-The rich man did not believe that he needed a Savior.

-The rich man only lived for his great wealth.



-What else did Abraham say to the rich man?



Let’s read Luke 16:26



26-“Abraham said, ‘And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’”



-Abraham said that because there was a great chasm between heaven and hell, no one was able to cross over.



-Will anyone who enters the place of punishment be able to leave?

-No.

-When a person dies and enters the place of punishment,  there is no way of escape.



-When a person dies and enters the place of punishment, he is there forever and ever.



-If you refuse to listen to the Word of God, you will go to the place of punishment.



-If you refuse to listen to the Word of God, you will be in the place of punishment forever and ever.



-Then the rich man asked Abraham another question.



Let’s read Luke 16:27-28



27-“The rich man answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house,

28-for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’”



-Secondly, what did the rich man ask Abraham?



-The rich man wanted Lazarus to speak to his brothers so that they would not have to suffer in the place of fire and punishment.



-Even though the rich man was suffering greatly, he still remembered his brothers.



-In hell, did the rich man ask for food or blankets?

-No.

-In hell, did the rich man ask for the blood of chickens or goats?

-No.



-Satan and his demons have deceived many people.



-Many people think that dead people want food or blankets or the blood of chickens or goats.

-That is a lie of Satan.



-The rich man wanted Lazarus to speak to his brothers so that they would not have to suffer in the place of fire and punishment.



-What did Abraham reply to the rich man?



Let’s read Luke 16:29



29-“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’”



-Abraham told the rich man that his brothers had Moses and the Prophets, and that they must listen to Moses and the Prophets.



-What did Abraham mean when he said that the rich man’s brothers had Moses and the Prophets?



-Abraham meant that the rich man’s brothers had the Word of God which was written through Moses and the Prophets.



-What was Abraham telling the rich man what his brothers must do?



-That they must read and listen to the Word of God in God’s Bible.



-If we listen to the Word of God and believe it, then we will not have to go to the place of punishment.



-What did the rich man then reply?



Let’s read Luke 16:30



30-“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’”



-The rich man said that if someone from the dead would return to warn his brothers, then they would repent.



-What did Abraham then reply?



Let’s read Luke 16:31



31-“Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”



-What did Abraham say to the rich man?



-Abraham said that if the brothers would not listen to the Word of God, then even if someone would rise from the dead, they still would not believe.



-If we will not listen to and believe the Word of God, is there anything else that can save us?



-No.
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1.  If a man had all the riches in the world, would the riches help him if he went to everlasting punishment?

-No.



2.  Can possessions save us from sin, death, and Satan?

-No.



3.  What happened to the rich farmer?

-God called him to die.



4.  Who decides the day when all people die?

-God alone.



5.  Even though the rich farmer had great wealth, what did he not have?

-Eternal life.



6.  What is of far more value than great wealth?

-Believing in God and having eternal life.



7.  How do we know that the story of the rich man and Lazarus is a true story?

-Because these two men actually lived on earth.



8.  When a person dies, to where does his spirit go?

-Either straight to be with God in heaven or straight to hell, the place of fire and punishment.



9.  Is there a waiting place between earth and heaven?

-No.



10.  Firstly, what did the rich man ask Abraham?

-To send Lazarus to come and dip the tip of his finger into water to cool his tongue.



11.  For all those who refuse to believe in God, where will they go when they die?

-To hell, the place of fire and punishment.



12.  For all those who believe in God, where will they go when they die?

-To be with God in heaven.



13.  Will anyone who enters the place of punishment be able to leave?

-No.



14.  Secondly, what did the rich man ask Abraham?

-The rich man wanted Lazarus to speak to his brothers so that they would not have to suffer in the place of fire and punishment.



15.  What was Abraham telling the rich man what his brothers should do?

-That they must read and listen to the Word of God in God’s Bible.



16.  If we will not listen to and believe the Word of God, is there anything else that can save us?

-No.



-Why did Jesus say that He came into the world?



Let’s read Mark 10:45



45-Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



-Did Jesus come into the world so we would work for Him and earn our way to heaven?

-No.



-Jesus does not ask us to give anything to Him.

-Jesus does not ask us to do anything for Him.



-Jesus is God, and does not need anything.

-Jesus is God, and has everything that He needs.



-Jesus did not come into the world so that people would serve Him.



-What did Jesus say that He came into the world to do?



-To serve people, and to give his life as a ransom for many people.



-When Jesus and His disciples were leaving the city of Jericho, they met a blind beggar.



Let’s read Mark 10:46



46-Then they came to Jericho.  As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging.



-What was the name of the blind beggar?

-Bartimaeus.



-How does the blindness of Bartimaeus remind us of all people?



-Just as Bartimaeus was blind, all people are born blind.



-How are all people born blind?



-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they were blinded to God.

-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they were blinded to the truths of God.



-Because all people are born of Adam and Eve, all people are born blind to God.



-Because all people are born of Adam and Eve, all people are born blind to the truths of God.



-Just as Bartimaeus was not able to see, so we are not able to see the truths of God.



-Was Bartimaeus able to do anything himself to be able to see again?

-No.



-Are people able to do anything themselves to be able to see the truths of God?

-No.



-Just as Bartimaeus was not able to do anything himself to be able to see again, so all people are not able to do anything themselves to be able to see the truths of God.



-Who alone was able to help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Jesus.

-Who alone is able to help all people to see again?

-Jesus.



-Just as Jesus alone was able to help Bartimaeus to see again, so only Jesus is able to help our minds to see and understand the truths of God.



-What did Bartimaeus call out to Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 10:47



47-When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”



-What did Bartimaeus call Jesus?

-The Son of David.



-Why did Bartimaeus call Jesus the Son of David?



-Because Jesus was King David’s descendant whom God had promised would be the Savior.



-Bartimaeus knew that he was not able to help himself.



-Bartimaeus knew that the only person who was able to help him was Jesus.



-Because Bartimaeus had heard of the great miracles that Jesus had done, he called for Jesus to help him.



-Bartimaeus asked Jesus to have mercy on him.



-Bartimaeus knew that he did not merit to be healed.

-Bartimaeus knew that he was not able to pay to be healed.



-Bartimaeus knew that if Jesus healed him, it would be a free gift from God.



-We are all like Bartimaeus.



-Because we have sinned, we do not merit to be healed.



-Because the penalty for sin is death, we are not able to pay to be healed.



-If we are healed, then it is a free gift from God alone.



-What did the people say when they heard Bartimaeus call out to Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 10:48



48-Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”



-Why did the people rebuke Bartimaeus and tell him to be quiet?



-The people thought that Jesus would not want to help a poor, blind beggar.



-Is it true that Jesus did not want to help a poor, blind beggar?

-No.



-Did Jesus want to help a poor, blind beggar?

-Yes.



-Jesus wants to help each and every person.



-Although the people rebuked Bartimaeus and told him to be quiet, Bartimaeus continued to cry out to Jesus.



-Because Bartimaeus continued to cry out to Jesus, Jesus called him.



Let’s read Mark 10:49



49-Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up!  On your feet!  He’s calling you.”



-Even though Bartimaeus was poor and blind, did Jesus care for him?

-Yes.



-Does God care for all people?

-Yes.



-Every person is important to God.



-Whether we are short or tall, we are important to God.

-Whether we are black or white, we are important to God.



-Whether we are rich or poor, we are important to God.

-Whether we are healthy or sick, we are important to God.



-Whether we have much wisdom or not, we are important to God.



-Does God love each and every person, and want to save all people?

-Yes.



-What did Bartimaeus do when Jesus called him?



Let’s read Mark 10:50-52



50-Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

51-“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

52-“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.”  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.



-What did Bartimaeus want Jesus to do for him?



-Bartimaeus wanted Jesus to help him to see again.



-Was Jesus able to help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Yes.



-Did Bartimaeus believe Jesus was able to help him to see again?

-Yes.



-Did Jesus help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Yes.



-Jesus said that because Bartimaeus believed, Bartimaeus was now able to see.



-Jesus immediately gave to Bartimaeus the ability to see.



-Who was the only One who was able to help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Jesus.



-Only Jesus was able to help a blind man to see.



-Because God created all of us, God alone is able to help us to see.



-As Jesus and His disciples neared Jerusalem, Jesus gave His disciples a command.



Let’s read Mark 11:1-6



1-As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples,

2-saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a donkey tied there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.

3-If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”

4-They went and found a donkey outside in the street, tied at a doorway.  As they untied it,

5-some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that donkey?”

6-They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go.



-What was that which Jesus commanded two of His disciples?



-To go into the next village, untie a donkey, and bring it to Jesus.



-Was Jesus stealing the donkey?

-No.



-Jesus told the disciples to tell the people that they would bring back the donkey.



-Therefore, the two disciples went into the next village, found the donkey, and brought it back to Jesus.



-When the disciples returned with the donkey, what happened?



Let’s read Mark 11:7-10



7-When they brought the donkey to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.

8-Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields.

9-Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

10-Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!  Hosanna in the highest!”



-Jesus sat on the donkey, and rode into the city of Jerusalem.



-Just as God had said through the prophets, Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey



-As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the people cheered for Him.



-Why did the people cheer for Jesus and speak of the coming kingdom of David?



-Because the people thought that Jesus was coming to deliver them from the rule of the Romans.



-Did Jesus go to Jerusalem to deliver the people from the rule of the Romans?

-No.



-Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem?



-Jesus went to deliver the people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.
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LESSON 65



1.  Did Jesus come into the world so we would work for Him and earn our way to heaven?

-No.



2.  What did Jesus say that He came into the world to do?

-To serve people, and to give his life as a ransom for many people.



3.  How does the blindness of Bartimaeus remind us of all people?

-Just as Bartimaeus was blind, all people are born blind.



4.  How are all people born blind?

-Because all people are born of Adam and Eve, all people are born blind to the truths of God.



5.  Was Bartimaeus able to do anything himself to be able to see again?

-No.



6.  Are people able to do anything themselves to be able to see the truths of God?

-No.



7.  Who alone was able to help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Jesus.



8.  Who alone is able to help all people to see again?

-Jesus.



9.  Why did Bartimaeus call Jesus the Son of David?

-Because Jesus was King David’s descendant whom God had promised would be the Savior.



10.  Why did the people rebuke Bartimaeus and tell him to be quiet?

-The people thought that Jesus would not want to help a poor, blind beggar.



11.  Did Jesus want to help a poor, blind beggar?

-Yes.



12.  Does God love each and every person, and want to save all people?

-Yes.



13.  Did Jesus help Bartimaeus to see again?

-Yes.



14.  Did Jesus go to Jerusalem to deliver the people from the rule of the Romans?

-No.



15.  Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem?

-Jesus went to deliver the people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Because the Jewish leaders hated Jesus, they looked for a way to kill Him.



Let’s read Mark 14:1-2



1-Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him.

2-“But not during the Feast,” they said, “or the people may riot.”



-Why did the Jewish leaders not want to arrest Jesus during the feast of the Passover?



-Because they were afraid that if they arrested Jesus during the feast of the Passover, the people would respond with violence.



Let’s read Mark 14:10



10-Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them.



-Who was Judas?

-Judas was one of the twelve disciples whom Jesus had chosen.



-Did Judas know that he was born into sin, and that he needed Jesus as his Savior?

-No.



-Did Judas believe that Jesus was God the Savior?

-No.



-Judas did not follow Jesus because he believed that Jesus was the Savior.



-Why then did Judas follow Jesus?



-Judas followed Jesus because he wanted to gain much money.



-When Judas did not gain money from Jesus, he decided to betray Jesus to his enemies.



-Who led Judas to betray Jesus?

-Satan.



-Why did Satan want Judas to betray Jesus?

-Because Satan hates Jesus.



-Why does Satan hate Jesus?

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus speaks the truth.



-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus.



-Why did Satan want the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus?



-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not save us.



-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not destroy the power of sin and death.



-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not destroy the power of Satan.



-Therefore, Judas went to the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus.



-Whom did the prophets say would betray the Savior?

-A close friend.



-Just as God promised through the prophets many years ago, Jesus would be betrayed by a close friend.



-When Judas came to the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus, what did the Jewish leaders think?



Let’s read Mark 14:11



11-The chief priests were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money.  So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.



-The Jewish leaders promised to pay Judas thirty pieces of silver to betray Jesus.



-For how much was Jesus betrayed?

-Thirty pieces of silver.



-Just as God promised through the prophets many years ago, Jesus would be sold for thirty pieces of silver.



-When the first day of the feast arrived, what did the disciples ask Jesus?



Let’s read Mark 14:12



12-On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”



-The disciples asked Jesus where they were to prepare to celebrate the feast of the Passover.



-What was the feast of the Passover?



-The feast of the Passover was when the Jews remembered what had happened in Egypt.



-What happened in Egypt?



-God did not kill their firstborn children, but passed over them because they sacrificed a lamb and painted the doors of their houses with the blood.



-Here is what Jesus replied to His disciples:



Let’s read Mark 14:13-15



13-So Jesus sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.  Follow him.

14-Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks:  Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’

15-He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready.  Make preparations for us there.”



-Jesus said that the disciples would meet a man carrying a jar of water, and that they were to follow that man into the house he would enter.



-Even though only the women carried the jars of water, Jesus knew that this would be a man.



-Jesus knew everything about everyone.

-There was nothing that Jesus does not know.



-It would be in the house which the man entered where the disciples would prepare for the feast of the Passover.



-Do you think that the disciples found the man carrying the jar of water?



Let’s read Mark 14:16



16-The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them.  So they prepared the Passover.



-After the disciples had prepared the room and evening came, Jesus and His disciples went to the house.



Let’s read Mark 14:17-18



17-When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve.

18-While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me--one who is eating with me.”



-As Jesus and His disciples were eating together, what did Jesus say?



-Jesus said that one of His disciples would betray Him.



-Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him.



-How did Jesus know that Judas would betray Him?



-Because Jesus is God and He knows everything.

-There is nothing that Jesus does not know.



-Why did Jesus tell the disciples that one of them would betray Him?



-Jesus wanted Judas to think about what he was going to do.



-Jesus wanted Judas to repent.



-Jesus wanted Judas to change his mind, return the money, and not betray Him.



-What did the disciples then say?



Let’s read Mark 14:19-20



19-The disciples were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely not I?”

20-“It is one of the Twelve,” Jesus replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me.”



-Because Jesus and the disciples were eating together, Jesus said that the one who would betray Him was one who was dipping his bread in the bowl with Jesus.



-When the Jews ate together, they broke pieces of bread from the loaves, and dipped the pieces into a large bowl of sauce in the center.



-Jesus was saying that the one who would betray Him was sharing His food with Him.



-Again, Jesus wanted Judas to think about what he was going to do.



-Is it evil to share food with someone, and then betray them?

-Yes, it is very evil.



-What did Jesus then say?



Let’s read Mark 14:21



21-Jesus said, “The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him.  But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man!  It would be better for him if he had not been born.”



-Why did Jesus call Himself the Son of Man?



-Because Jesus was also fully man.



-Because Jesus had come as a Son in order to serve man.



-Jesus knew that He had to die.



-But even though Jesus had to die, the man who would betray Jesus would be greatly punished.



-God did not force Judas to betray Jesus.

-Judas would be punished forever for betraying Jesus.



-As they were eating, Jesus spoke once again to the disciples.



Let’s read Mark 14:22



22-While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”



-Jesus took some bread, gave thanks to God the Father, broke the bread into pieces, and gave the pieces to His disciples.



-Jesus said that the bread was a sign of His body.



-How was the bread a sign of Jesus’ body?



-Just as the bread was broken, Jesus’ body would also be broken by evil men.



Let’s read Mark 14:23-24



23-Then Jesus took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

24-“This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many,” he said to them.



-Then, Jesus took a cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it to His disciples.



-Jesus said that the wine was a sign of His blood



-How was the wine a sign of Jesus’ blood?



-Just as the wine was poured out to drink, Jesus’ blood would also be poured out.



-For whom did Jesus say His blood would be poured out?



-Jesus said that His blood would be poured out for many people.



-When they had finished eating, Jesus spoke once more to the disciples.



Let’s read Mark 14:25-26



25-Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.”

26-When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



-It was evening when Jesus and His disciples finished their meal.



-After they finished their meal, Jesus and His disciples left Jerusalem, and went out to the Mount of Olives.
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LESSON 66



1.  Why did the Jewish leaders not want to arrest Jesus during the feast of the Passover?

-Because they were afraid that if they arrested Jesus during the feast of the Passover, the people would respond with violence.



2.  Did Judas know that he was born into sin, and that he needed Jesus as his Savior?

-No.



3.  Who led Judas to betray Jesus?

-Satan.



4.  Why did Satan want Judas to betray Jesus?

-Because Satan hates Jesus.



5.  Why does Satan hate Jesus?

-Because Jesus is God.

-Because Jesus speaks the truth.



6.  Why did Satan want the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus?

-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not save us.

-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not destroy the power of sin and death.

-Satan wanted the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not destroy the power of Satan.



7.  Whom did the prophets say would betray the Savior?

-A close friend.



8.  For how much was Jesus betrayed?

-Thirty pieces of silver.



9.  How did Jesus know that Judas would betray Him?

-Because Jesus is God and He knows everything.

-There is nothing that Jesus does not know.



10.  How was the bread a sign of Jesus’ body?

-Just as the bread was broken, Jesus’ body would also be broken by evil men.



11.  How was the wine a sign of Jesus’ blood?

-Just as the wine was poured out to drink, Jesus’ blood would also be poured out.



12.  For whom did Jesus say His blood would be poured out?

-Jesus said that His blood would be poured out for many people.



-After Jesus and His disciples left Jerusalem, they went to the Mount of Olives to a garden called Gethsemane.



Let’s read Mark 14:32-36



32-They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”

33-He took Peter, James, and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.

34-“My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them.  “Stay here and keep watch.”

35-Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him.

36-“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you.  Take this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will.”



-In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus began to pray, as He was deeply troubled.



-Why was Jesus deeply troubled?



-Because Jesus knew that He would suffer greatly.



-Because Jesus knew that the suffering which was before Him was more terrible than anyone had ever suffered.



-Even though Jesus was fully God, He was also fully man.



-It would be very difficult for Jesus to face the terrible suffering which was before Him.



Let’s read Mark 14:37-42



37-Then Jesus returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.  “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep?  Could you not keep watch for one hour?

38-Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”

39-Once more he went away and prayed the same thing.

40-When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.  They did not know what to say to him.

41-Returning the third time, [Jesus] said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?  Enough!  The hour has come.  Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

42-Rise!  Let us go!  Here comes my betrayer!”



-As Jesus finished praying in the garden of Gethsemane, a crowd of men came with swords and clubs.



Let’s read Mark 14:43-46



43-Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared.  With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.

44-Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them:  “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.”

45-Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46-The men seized Jesus and arrested him.



-Who was leading the crowd of men armed with swords and clubs?



-Judas.



-Why had Judas and the crowd of men come?



-To arrest Jesus.



-Who was leading Judas to arrest Jesus?



-Satan.



-Who does Satan lead these days?



-All people who believe that they have not sinned against God are led by Satan.



-All people who believe that God will not punish them for their sin are led by Satan.



-All people who believe that God will accept them because of their good works are led by Satan.



-All people who believe that they can save themselves are led by Satan.



-All people who refuse to listen to the Word of God are led by Satan.



-All people who refuse to believe in Jesus as Savior are led by Satan.



-How did Judas betray Jesus?



-With a kiss.



-As Judas kissed Jesus, the men with Judas seized Jesus, and arrested Him.



Let’s read Mark 14:47-49



47-Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting of his ear.

48-“Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me?

49-Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me.  But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”



-What did Jesus mean when He said that the Scriptures must be fulfilled?



-Jesus meant that all that God had said through the prophets many years ago about the Savior would happen.



Let’s read Mark 14:50



50-Then all of the disciples deserted him and fled.



-Why did all of Jesus’ disciples run away?



-The disciples were afraid and did not understand why Jesus was being arrested.



-What did the disciples not understand?



-The disciples did not understand how Jesus would be able to be the Savior if He was arrested and killed.



-The disciples did not understand how Jesus would be able to save them if He was dead.



-To where did the men who arrested Jesus take Him?



Let’s read Mark 14:53-54



53-They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came together.

54-Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest.  There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.



-The men who arrested Jesus took him to the high priest.



-Peter followed at a distance, but he also was afraid that he would be arrested and killed.



-When the men brought Jesus to the high priest, all of the chief priests and the Jewish leaders met together to judge Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 14:55



55-The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any.



-Why were the Jewish leaders not able to find anything wrong with Jesus?



-Because Jesus had done nothing wrong.



-Because Jesus had not sinned.



-Other people testified against Jesus, but even their testimonies were lies.



Let’s read Mark 14:56-59



56-Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.

57-Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him:

58-“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.’”

59-Yet even then their testimony did not agree.



-Even though many testified lies against Jesus, the Jewish leaders still were not able to find anything wrong with Jesus.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, many false witnesses would testify lies about the Savior.



-Then, the high priest stood up and spoke to Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 14:60-62



60-Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer?  What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”

61-But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.  Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”

62-“I am,” said Jesus.  “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



-When the people were testifying lies against Jesus, He was silent and did not reply.



-Why did Jesus not reply?



-Jesus knew that God the Father would guide Him.



-Jesus knew that God the Father was controlling all that was going to happen to Him.



-Then, when the high priest spoke to Jesus and asked Him whether He was the Christ, the Son of God, what did Jesus answer?



-Jesus answered and said, “I am.”



-Jesus also said, “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



-When Jesus first came to earth, He came as God the Savior to save people.



-When Jesus returns to earth, everyone will see Him sitting at the right hand of God the Father.



-When Jesus returns to earth, everyone will see that Jesus is God.



-What did the high priest do when he heard Jesus’ Words?



Let’s read Mark 14:63-64



63-The high priest tore his clothes.  “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked.

64-“You have heard the blasphemy.  What do you think?”  They all condemned him as worthy of death.



-Why did the high priest tear his clothes?



-When the Jews were very angry or distressed, it was their custom to tear their clothes.



-The high priest tore his clothes because he was very angry with Jesus.



-Why was the high priest angry with Jesus?



-Because Jesus had said that He was God.



-Why did the high priest say that Jesus must be killed?



-The high priest said that Jesus had cursed God.



-Did Jesus curse God?



-No.



-Jesus was only saying that He was God.



Let’s read Mark 14:65



65-Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!”  And the guards took him and beat him.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would be beaten and spit upon.



-The high priest and the Jewish leaders then condemned Jesus to die.
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LESSON 67



1.  In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus began to pray, as He was deeply troubled.  Why was Jesus deeply troubled?

-Because Jesus knew that the suffering which was before Him was more terrible than anyone had ever suffered.



2.  Who was leading the crowd of men armed with swords and clubs to arrest Jesus?

-Judas.



3.  Who was leading Judas to arrest Jesus?

-Satan.



4.  Who does Satan lead these days?

-All people who refuse to believe in Jesus as Savior are led by Satan.



5.  Why did all of Jesus’ disciples run away?

-The disciples were afraid and did not understand why Jesus was being arrested.



6.  What did the disciples not understand?

-The disciples did not understand how Jesus would be able to be the Savior if He was arrested and killed.



7.  To where did the men who arrested Jesus take Him?

-The men took Jesus to the high priest.



8.  Why were the Jewish leaders not able to find anything wrong with Jesus?

-Because Jesus had done nothing wrong.

-Because Jesus had not sinned.



9.  When the high priest spoke to Jesus and asked Him whether He was the Christ, the Son of God, what did Jesus answer?

-Jesus answered and said, “I am.  And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



10.  Why did the high priest say that Jesus must be killed?

-The high priest said that Jesus had cursed God.



11.  Did Jesus curse God?

-No.



-After the high priest and the Jewish leaders had condemned Jesus to death, they led Him to Pilate.



Let’s read Mark 15:1



1-Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law, and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision.  They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.



-Who was Pilate?



-Pilate was the chief of Judea who had been appointed by Caesar, the Roman king.



-In order for the Jews to kill Jesus, they had to receive permission from Pilate.



-When Jesus was brought before Pilate, Pilate asked Jesus a question.



Let’s read Mark 15:2



2-“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.  “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.



-Why did Jesus say that He was king of the Jews?



-Because Jesus was a descendant of King David.



Let’s read Mark 15:3-5



3-The chief priests accused him of many things.

4-So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer?  See how many things they are accusing you of.”

5-But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.



-Even though the people accused Jesus falsely, Jesus was silent and did not reply.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would be silent when He was falsely accused.



-During the feast of the Passover, it was Pilate’s custom to release one prisoner to the Jews.



-Therefore, Pilate asked the Jews if they wanted him to release Jesus.



Let’s read Mark 15:6-11



6-Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested.

7-A man named Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising.

8-The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.

9-“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate,

10-knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.

11-But the chief priest stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.



-Pilate knew that Jesus had done nothing wrong.



-Pilate knew that the Jewish leaders had arrested Jesus because they were jealous of Him.



-Therefore, Pilate hoped that the Jews would choose to have Jesus released.



-Instead, the chief priest stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas, a murderer, instead of Jesus.



-Then, Pilate asked the Jews a question.



Let’s read Mark 15:12-14



12-“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them.

13-“Crucify him!” they shouted.

14-“Why?  What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”



-Even though Jesus had done nothing wrong, the crowd hated Jesus and wanted Jesus to be crucified.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would be hated for no reason.



-The crowd wanted to crucify Jesus.



-What is crucifixion?



-It is nailing someone’s hands and feet to a cross, and leaving them on the cross until they die.



-Crucifixion is the worst form of death that the Romans used to kill the worst form of criminals.



-Then, Pilate commanded that Jesus be whipped.



Let’s read Mark 15:15



15-Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to  them.  He had Jesus whipped, and handed him over to be crucified.



-When the Romans whipped someone, they used a whip of many lashes with pieces of sharp metal and bone tied to the lashes.



-When the Romans whipped someone, their backs were cut so much that they often died.



-After Jesus was whipped, the soldiers mocked Him.



Let’s read  Mark 15:16-20



16-The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace and called together the whole company of soldiers.

17-They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him.

18-And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!”

19-Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him.  Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him.

20-And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him.  They led him out to crucify him.



-The soldiers beat Jesus and spit on Him.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would be beaten and spit upon.



-Because people respected kings by kneeling before them, the soldiers mocked Jesus by kneeling before Him.



-Because kings wore purple clothes, the soldiers mocked Jesus by dressing him in purple clothes.



-Because kings also wore crowns of gold on their heads, the soldiers mocked Jesus by putting a crown of thorns on His head.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would be mocked.



-What was the crown of thorns a sign of?



-The crown of thorns was a sign of the curse of God.



-When Adam and Eve sinned, God cursed the earth and said that thorns would grow.



-When the soldiers put the crown of thorns on Jesus’ head, what was this a sign of?



-A sign that Jesus would carry the curse of God.



Let’s read Mark 15:21-22



21-A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.

22-They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull).



-The soldiers then led Jesus to a hill called Golgotha outside of Jerusalem to crucify Him.



-On the hill, the soldiers laid the cross on the ground, and then laid Jesus on top of the cross.



-Then, the soldiers nailed Jesus’ hands to the top of the cross and His feet to the bottom of the cross with nails.



-Just as God had said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior’s hands and feet would be pierced.



-When the soldiers had finished, they raised the cross with Jesus nailed onto it into an upright position.



-Do you remember what Jesus told Nicodemus?



-Jesus said that just as Moses lifted up the serpent on a pole so that the people would be saved, so the Savior would be lifted up so that people would be saved.



Let’s read Mark 15:23-24



23-They then offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.

24-And they crucified him.  Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.



-Some women offered Jesus wine mixed with myrrh in order to help deaden the pain, but Jesus refused.



-The soldiers who had nailed Jesus to the cross cast lots to divide Jesus’ clothing for them.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, they would cast lots for the Savior’s clothes.



Let’s read Mark 15:25-27



25-It was the third hour when they crucified him.

26-The written notice of the charge against him read:  THE KING OF THE JEWS.

27-They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right, and one on his left.



-Two other men were crucified with Jesus, one on His right and one on His left.



-They were evil men.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would die with evil men.



Let’s read Mark 15:29-32



29-Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So!  You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days,

30-come down from the cross and save yourself!”

31-In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves.  “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself!

32-Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.”  Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.



-Jesus had said that if the Jews would destroy the temple, then Jesus would raise it again in three days.



-Was Jesus talking about the stone temple that the Jews had built in Jerusalem?

-No.



-What temple was Jesus talking about?



-Jesus was talking about His body.



-Jesus was saying that even if the Jews would destroy Him by crucifying Him, He would be raised in three days.



Let’s read Mark 15:33



33-At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.



-Why was there complete darkness over all of the land for three hours?



-The three hours of darkness was a sign.



-What was the sign of the three hours of darkness over all of the land?



-God the Father was abandoning Jesus on the cross.



Let’s read Mark 15:34



34-And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”--which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



-When God the Father abandoned Jesus on the cross, Jesus cried out.



-Why did God the Father abandon Jesus?



-Did Jesus ever do anything wrong?

-No.



-Then why did God the Father abandon Jesus?



-God the Father was punishing Jesus for your sins, my sins, and the sins of all people.



-Because God the Father was punishing Jesus for our sins, God the Father abandoned Jesus on the cross.



-In the Garden of Eden, what did God say would happen to Adam and Eve if they ate the fruit which God commanded them not to eat?



-They would die.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned, they died by being separated from God.



-Now, Jesus was being separated from God the Father.



Let’s read Mark 15:35-36



35-When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”

36-One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  “Now leave him alone.  Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.



-The people watching Jesus die on the cross thought that Jesus was calling Elijah.



-Jesus was not calling Elijah.



-Jesus was crying out to God the Father.



-Why was Jesus crying out to God the Father?



-Because God the Father abandoned Jesus, and it was a terrible punishment.



-How long had God the Father and Jesus been together?

-Forever.



-Was there ever a time when God the Father and Jesus had not been together?

-No.



-Because this was the first and only time that God the Father and Jesus were not together, Jesus cried out.



-To be separated from God the Father is the most terrible punishment in the world.



Let’s read Mark 15:37



37-With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.



-Jesus died on the cross.



-After Jesus died, what happened in the temple?



Let’s read Mark 15:38



38-The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.



-What did the curtain in the temple do?



-The curtain separated the two rooms in the temple.



-The curtain separated the Holy Room from the Most Holy Room.



-What was the curtain a sign of?



-The curtain was a sign of the separation between God and man.



-Why were God and man separated?

-Because of our sin.



-Because of our sin, God and man were separated, and no one was able to enter the Most Holy Room except for the high priest only one time a year.



-Who tore the curtain in two from top to bottom?

-God.



-Why did God tear the curtain in two?



-God tore the curtain in two to show that there was no more separation between God and man.



Let’s read Mark 15:39



39-And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”



-When the centurion, who was the chief of one hundred soldiers, saw Jesus die, He knew that Jesus was God the Savior.



Let’s read  Mark 15:40-41



40-Some women were watching from a distance.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.

41-In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs.  Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.



-These women were the women who had believed in God, and knew that Jesus was God the Savior.



Let’s read Mark 15:42-46



42-It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath).  So as evening approached,

43-Joseph of Arimathea, as prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.

44-Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead.  Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died.

45-When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.

46-So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock.  Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.



-Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man who believed that Jesus was God the Savior.



-After Jesus died, Joseph went to Pilate and asked to bury Jesus’ body.



-Then, Joseph took Jesus’ body and buried it in his tomb.

-Just as God had said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior was buried with the rich.
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LESSON 68



1.  What did the people do to Jesus before they crucified Him?

-They whipped and mocked Him.

-They beat Him and spit on Him.

-They put a crown of thorns on His head.



2.  What was the crown of thorns a sign of?

-The crown of thorns was a sign of the curse of God.



3.  When the soldiers put the crown of thorns on Jesus’ head, what was this a sign of?

-A sign that Jesus would carry the curse of God.



4.  Why was there complete darkness over all of the land for three hours?

-The three hours of darkness was a sign.



5.  What was the sign of the three hours of darkness over all of the land?

-God the Father was abandoning Jesus on the cross.



6.  Why did God the Father abandon Jesus?

-God the Father was punishing Jesus for your sins, my sins, and the sins of all people.



-Jesus had been buried for three days and three nights.



-Early in the morning at the end of three days and three nights, some of the women who believed that Jesus was God the Savior went to His tomb.



Let’s read Mark 16:1



1-When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.



-Why did these women go to Jesus’ tomb?

-The women wanted to anoint Jesus’ dead body with spices.



-It was the custom of the Jews to anoint dead bodies with spices before burial.



-Because Jesus had been buried in a hurry, the women were not able to anoint his dead body with spices.



-What did the women see when they arrived at the tomb?



Let’s read Mark 16:2-4



2-Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb

3-and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”

4-But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.





-Who had rolled away the large stone which closed the tomb?

-God had sent an angel to roll away the stone.



-When the women entered the tomb, what did they see?



Let’s read Mark 16:5



5-As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.



-As the women entered the tomb, they saw an angel.

-What did the angel say to the women?



Let’s read Mark 16:6



6-“Don’t be alarmed,” he said.  “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.  He has risen!  He is not here.  See the place where they laid him.”



-What did the angel say about Jesus?

-The angel said that Jesus was not there.



-Why was Jesus not there?

-Because Jesus had risen from the dead.



-The angel said that Jesus had risen from the dead just as Jesus said.



-The angel also told the women to go and tell Jesus’ disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead.



Let’s read Mark 16:7-8



7-“But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.’”

8-Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.



-The women were so frightened that they did not tell the disciples at first.



-Later, one of the women, Mary Magdalene, went to tell the disciples.



Let’s read Mark 16:9-13



9-When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.

10-She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping.

11-When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it.

12-Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country.

13-These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either.



-Even though Mary Magdalene and two other men told the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead, the disciples did not believe them.



-Therefore, Jesus Himself appeared to the disciples.



Let’s read Mark 16:14



14-Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen.



-Why did Jesus rebuke the disciples?

-Because the disciples did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.



-Then Jesus gave the disciples a command.



Let’s read Mark 16:15



15-Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”



-What was the command that Jesus gave to His disciples?

-To go into all the world and preach the Good News to all creation.



-What is the Good News?

-The Word of God.



-Did Jesus give this command only to His disciples?

-No.

-Jesus gave this command to His disciples and to all people who believe in Him.



-Jesus wants all people who believe in Him to go and tell others the Word of God.



-Jesus loves all people, and wants to save all people from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



Let’s read John 3:16



16-Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in  him shall not perish but have eternal life.”



-This is why I have come to tell you the Word of God.

-So that you do not have to die and go to the fire and everlasting punishment.



-Why did Jesus have to die?

-Did Jesus sin?

-No.

-Then why did Jesus have to die?



-Because all people have sinned, we must pay God’s punishment for sin.



-What is God’s punishment for sin?

-Death.



-Because all people have sinned, the holiness of God demands that our sin be paid for by death.



-There is no other way to pay for sin except death.



-Yet, because God loves us, God does not want us to die.



-How can our sin be punished with death, yet we still live?



-Jesus, God the Savior, died in our place.

-Jesus, God the Savior, died so that we can live.



-This is what the disciples did not understand.



-The disciples did not understand that Jesus would die and still save them.



-The disciples did not understand that Jesus’ death alone would save them.



-The death of Jesus on the cross was the death that paid for our sins.



-The blood of Jesus that was shed on the cross was the blood that paid for our sins.



-Why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice and reject Cain’s sacrifice?



-Because Abel brought the blood of a lamb and Cain did not.



-Why did God kill the firstborn of the Egyptians and pass over the firstborn of the Israelites?



-Because the Israelites covered the doors of their homes with the blood of lambs.



-Jesus is the Lamb of God.

-God the Father sacrificed Jesus as a Lamb in order to pay for our sins.



-Jesus shed His blood to save us and pay for our sins.



-When Jesus died on the cross, He said, “It is finished.”

-What did Jesus mean when He said, “It is finished”?



-Did Jesus mean that His life was finished?

-No.



-What did Jesus mean when He said, “It is finished,” on the cross?



-Jesus meant that the work that God the Father had given Him to save us was finished.



-Why was the work that God the Father had given Jesus finished?



-Because Jesus death had completely paid for the sins of all people.

-Because Jesus’ blood had completely paid for the sins of all people.



-How do we know that Jesus’ work to save all people was finished?



-Because Jesus’ death was a perfect sacrifice for all people.

-Because Jesus’ blood was a perfect sacrifice for all people.



-How else do we know that Jesus’ work to save all people was finished?



-Because God the Father raised Jesus from the dead.



-If Jesus’ work to save all people was not finished, then God the Father would not have raised Jesus from the dead.



-If God was not satisfied with Jesus’ perfect payment for sin, then God the Father would not have raised Jesus from the dead.



-Here is an illustration:

-A man steals a cow and must stay in prison for a year.



-At the end of the year, he is released from prison.



-If the police see the man outside of prison, will they send him back to prison?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because the man stayed in prison for a year, and completely paid for stealing the cow.



-Because Jesus had completely paid for the sins of all people, God raised Jesus from the dead.



-When Jesus died, why did God tear the curtain in the temple in two?



-God tore the curtain in two to show that there was no more separation between God and man.



-Why is there no more separation between God and man?

-Because Jesus has completely paid for the sin of all people that separates us from God.



-After Jesus had commanded His disciples to go and tell others the Word of God, Jesus returned to heaven.



Let’s read Acts 1:9



9-After Jesus said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.



-Just as God said through the prophets many years ago, the Savior would return to heaven.



Let’s read Acts 1:10



10-The disciples were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.



-Who were the two men dressed in white who stood beside the disciples?

-They were two of God’s angels.



-What did the angels say to Jesus disciples?



Let’s read Acts 1:11



11-“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”



-The angels said that Jesus would return to earth.



-When Jesus returns to earth, what will He do?



-Will Jesus return to earth to save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because Jesus has already finished the work to save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.



-Do you remember what Jesus said to the high priest when he asked whether Jesus was the Christ?



Let’s read Mark 14:61-62



61-But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.  Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, The Son of the Blessed One?”

62-“I am,” said Jesus.  “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



-When Jesus returns to earth, Jesus will not return as Savior, but as Judge.



-When Jesus returns to earth, Jesus will return to judge all of those who have not believed in Him as Savior.



-When Jesus returns to earth, Jesus will send all of those who do not believe in God to the Lake of Eternal Fire.
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LESSON 1



-Why did I come here?



-Did I come here to hurt you?

-No.



-Did I come here to hurt your family or your friends?

-No.



-Did I come here to steal your land or your cattle?

-No.



-Why did I come here?



-I have come here for only one matter.



-I have come here to tell you the most important message in the world.



-I have come here to tell you God’s message.



-I did not come here to tell you the white man’s message.

-I did not come here to tell you the black man’s message.



-I have come here to tell you only God’s message.



-If your chief called all of you together for an important message, would you come?



-Yes, you would come.



-Why would you come?



-Because the chief would have an important message to tell you.



-The chief’s message is important, but there is a message which is even more important.



-Whose message is even more important than the chief’s message?

-God’s message.



-Whose message is the most important message in the world?

-God’s message.



-Why is God’s message the most important message in the world?



-Because only God has never lied.

-Because only God has always told the truth.



-Who among people has never lied?

-All people have lied.



-Who among you has never lied?

-All of you have lied.



-Even I have lied in the past.



-All white men have lied.

-All black men have lied.



-All people have lied.



-Who alone has never lied?

-God.



-Because God has never lied, God is the only One who can tell us the truth.



-Because God has never lied, God is the only One who can tell us the truth about God.



-Because God has never lied, God’s message is the most important message in the whole world.



-For men, God’s message is more important than working in the field.

-Why?



-Because only God’s message can save all men from death.



-For women, God’s message is more important than cooking food.

-Why?



-Because only God’s message can save all women from death.



-For children, God’s message is more important than playing.

-Why?



-Because only God’s message can save all children from death.



-Where is God’s message?



-God’s message is in God’s Book.



-What is the name of God’s Book?



-The name of God’s Book is the Bible.



-How did God’s message get into God’s Book?



-God was able to write His Book by Himself, but God did not do that.



-A long time ago, God chose some men, and put His Words into these men’s minds.



-Then, these men wrote God’s Words into God’s Book.



-Did these men write their own words in God’s Book?

-No.



-These men whom God chose did not write their own words.



-These men whom God chose only wrote God’s Words.



-These men whom God chose wrote God’s Words exactly as God told them.



-God chose some forty men to write His Words into His Book.



-Did these men who wrote God’s Words all live at the same time?

-No.



-These men who wrote God’s Words did not all live at the same time.



-How many years did it take to write all of God’s Words?



- It took 1,600 years for all of the men whom God chose to write His Words.



-Who were these men whom God chose to write His Words?



-The men whom God chose to write His Words were Jews and a Greek man.



-In what language did these men write God’s Words?



-In the Jewish and in the Greek languages.



-Did these men write God’s Words in the English language?

-No.



-Did these men write God’s Words in the Spanish language?

-No.



-Did these men write God’s Words in the French language?

-No.



-These men wrote God’s Words in their own languages.



-Because the men that God chose to write His Words were Jews and a Greek man,



-These men wrote God’s Words in the Jewish and Greek languages.



-Later on, other men came into the land of the Jews, read God’s Words, and wrote them in their own languages.



-God’s Words have been translated into many languages of the world.



-God’s Words are now being translated into your language.



-How many of God’s Words in God’s Book are true?

-All of them.



-Why are all of God’s Words in God’s Book true?



-Because God never lies.

-Because God only tells the truth.



-Why can we believe all of God’s Words in God’s Book?



-Because God never lies.

-Because God only tells the truth.



-Who is the only One who always tells the truth?

-God.



-I have read God’s Words in God’s Book, and I know that all of God’s Words are true.



-If you listen to God’s Words, you will also know that all of God’s Words are true.



-This is because God never lies.

-This is because God only tells the truth.



-God has much to say to us.



-Therefore, it will take many days to teach you God’s Words.



-Here is an illustration:



-How many days does it take to learn how to farm?

-Many days.



-Why does it take many days to learn how to farm?



-Because there are many truths to learn about farming.



-You have to learn how to prepare the soil.

-You have to learn how to plant the seed.



-You have to learn how to cultivate the weeds.

-You have to learn how to harvest the crop.



-Just like it takes many days to learn how to farm, it takes many days to learn God’s Words.



-This is because there are many truths in God’s Words.



-If you listen to God’s Words for many days, you will learn many truths about God.



-Here is another illustration:



-Do you eat food every day?

-Yes.



-Why do you eat food every day?



-Because your body needs food every day.



-Just like your body needs food every day, you also need to listen to God’s Words every day.



-If you do not eat every day, what will happen?

-You will die.



-If you do not listen to God’s Words every day, you will also die.



-Why do some people not know God’s message?



-Because these people refuse to listen to God’s message.

-Because these people refuse to believe God’s message.



-If you listen to God’s Words every day, you will be happy.



-If you do not listen to God’s Words every day, then you will be sad.



-I hope that you will come to listen to God’s Words every day.
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LESSON 2



1.  Why did I come here?

-To tell you the most important message in the world.



2.  Whose message is the most important message in the world?

-God’s message.



3.  Why is God’s message the most important message in the world?

-Because only God has never lied.

-Because only God has always told the truth.



4.  Where is God’s message?

-God’s message is in God’s Book.



5.  What is the name of God’s Book?

-The name of God’s Book is the Bible.



6.  How did God’s message get into God’s Book?

-A long time ago, God chose some men, and put His Words into these men’s minds.

-Then, these men wrote God’s Words into God’s Book.



7.  Did these men write their own words in God’s Book?

-No.

-These men whom God chose wrote God’s Words exactly as God told them.



8.  Did these men live and write God’s Words at the same time?

-No.



9.  How many years did it take to write all of God’s Words?

-1,600 years.



10.  Who were these men whom God chose to write His Words?

-The men whom God chose to write His Words were Jews and a Greek man.



11.  In what language did these men write God’s Words?

-In the Jewish and Greek languages.



12.  How many of God’s Words in God’s Book are true?

-All of them.



13.  Why are all of God’s Words in God’s Book true?

-Because God never lies.

-Because God only tells the truth.



-What are the first words that God has written in His Book?



-The first words that God has written in His Book are these:

-“In the beginning.”



-Why are God’s first words, “In the beginning”?



-Because God wants us to know that there was a beginning to all things.



-Does everything that we can see have a beginning?

-Yes.

-Does everything that we cannot see have a beginning?

-Yes.



-What was life like before the beginning?



-Before the beginning, were there any rivers or lakes?

-No.



-Before the beginning, were there any mountains or trees?

-No.



-Before the beginning, were there a sun, moon, or stars?

-No.



-Before the beginning, were there animals or birds?

-No.



-Before the beginning, was there an earth or sky?

-No.



-If there were none of these before the beginning, do you think that there were people before the beginning?

-No.



-If there were no lakes, and trees, and sun, and sky, and earth before the beginning, would people be able to live?

-No.



-Before the beginning, were there white or black people?

-No.



-Before the beginning, were there spirits?

-No.



-Before the beginning, there was nothing.



-Let us read again God’s first words in His Book:



-“In the beginning, God.”



-What do the first words of God say?



-The first words of God say that before the beginning, there was God alone.



-Who was the only One living before the beginning?

-God.                                          



-Because only God lived before the beginning, who is greater than everything?

-God.



-God is greater than the rivers and lakes.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-God is greater than the mountains and trees.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-God is greater than the sun, moon, and stars.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-God is greater than the earth and sky.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-God is greater than all the people in the world.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-God is greater than all of the spirits in the world.

-Why?

-Because God alone lived before the beginning.



-Because God alone lived before the beginning, who alone can tell us about the beginning?

-God.



-Why are people not able to tell us about the beginning?

-Because there were no people yet.



-Why are the spirits not able to tell us about the beginning?

-Because there were no spirits yet.



-When did God begin?



-God has no beginning.

-God has always lived.

-God is eternal.



-Some people think someone gave birth to God.



-Did someone give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



-Some people think God gave birth to Himself.



-Did God give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



-Some people think that someone made God.



-Did someone make God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



-Some people think that God made Himself.



-Did God make God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



-Was there ever a time when God did not exist?

-No.



-God has always been alive.

-God will always be alive



-God has always existed.

-There was never a time when God did not exist.



-God can never die.

-God can never be hungry.

-God can never be thirsty.



-People need food and water to live.  What does God need to live?

-God does not need anything to live.



-How does God live?

-By His own power.



-Why does God not need the earth to walk on?

-Because God lives by His own power.



-Why does God not need the sun to see?

-Because God lives by His own power.



-Why does God not need food to eat?

-Because God lives by His own power.



-Why does God not need water to drink?

-Because God lives by His own power.



-Are you able to live without the earth or the sun?

-No, but God can.



-Are you able to live without food or water?

-No, but God can.



-God is not like people.

-God is not like the animals.

-God is not like the spirits.



-Because God alone lived before the beginning, God does not need anything.



-Who is greater than the sun, the moon, and the stars?

-God.



-Who is greater than the sky and the earth?

-God.

-Who is greater than all people and all spirits?

-God.



-There is no thing greater than God.

-There is no one greater than God.
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LESSON 3



1.  What are the first words that God has written in His Book?

-The first words that God has written in His Book are these:  “In the beginning.”



2.  Why are God’s first words, “In the beginning”?

-Because God wants us to know that there was a beginning to all things.



3.  Before the beginning, were there any rivers or lakes?

-No.



4.  Before the beginning, were there any mountains or trees?

-No.



5.  Before the beginning, were there a sun, moon, or stars?

-No.



6.  Before the beginning, were there animals or birds?

-No.



7.  Before the beginning, was there an earth or sky?

-No.



8.  Before the beginning, were there white or black people?

-No.



9.  Before the beginning, were there spirits?

-No.



10.  Who was the only One living before the beginning?

-God.



11.  Because only God lived before the beginning, who is greater than everything?

-God.



12.  Because God alone lived before the beginning, who alone can tell us about the beginning?

-God.



13.  When did God begin?

-God has no beginning.

-God has always lived.

-God is eternal.



14.  Did someone give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



15.  Did God give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



16.  Did someone make God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



17.  Did God make God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



18.  Was there ever a time when God did not exist?

-No.

-God has always been alive.

-God will always be alive.



19.  People need food and water to live.  What does God need to live?

-God does not need anything to live.



20.  How does God live?

-By His own power.



-Why do you think that God does not need food to eat and water to drink?



-Because God does not have a body like people do.



-Why do you think that God does not need the sun to see?



-Because God does not have a body like people do.



-Why do you think that God does not need the earth to walk on?



-Because God does not have a body like people do.



-Does God have flesh?

-No.



-Does God have bones?

-No.



-Does God have blood?

-No.



-God does not have flesh, or bones, or blood.



-If God does not have flesh, or bones, or blood, then what is God?



-God is spirit.



-What does it mean that God is spirit?



-Here is an illustration:



-Can you see the wind?

-No.



-But is there wind?

-Yes.



-Just like you cannot see the wind, you cannot see God.



-But just like the wind exists, so God also exists.



-Even though you cannot see God, He is there.



-Where is God?



-Only God can tell us where He is.



-God says in His Book that He is everywhere.



-God says that He is everywhere at all times.



-God is in the sky.

-God is also on the earth.



-God is also in America right now.

-God is also in Asia right now.

-God is also in Europe right now.



-God is here right now.

-God is everywhere at all times.



-Can a person be in America and Africa at the same time?

-No.



-Why?

-Because people have a body.

-Because people can only be in one place at one time.



-God can be everywhere at all times because God does not have a body.



-God can be everywhere at all times because God is spirit.



-God is everywhere at all times.



-If you go into your house, who is there with you?

-God.



-If you go into your field, who is there with you?

-God.



-If you go to visit your friend, who is there with you?

-God.



-God is everywhere at all times.



-Where can we go to hide from God?

-We cannot hide from God.



-Because God is everywhere at all times, can we hide from God?

-No.



-If we try to hide at the top of the mountain, can we hide from God?

-No.

-God is everywhere.





-If we try to hide in the corner of our hut, can we hide from God?

-No.

God is everywhere.



-If we try to hide in the bush, can we hide from God?

-No.

-God is everywhere.



-Even if we try very much, we can never hide from God.



-Why?

-Because God is everywhere at all times.



-Some people think that God is everywhere because He runs to all places.

-This is not true.



-Some people think that God is everywhere because He has a big body that fills the earth.

-This is also not true.



-Some peple think that God is everywhere because He sits down on the whole earth.

-This is also not true.



-God’s Book says that God is spirit, and that He is everywhere at all times.



-There is no one like God.



-God is the only One who is everywhere at all times.



-Wherever we go, God is there.



-God can see us all the time.



-How many Gods are there?

-There is only one God.



-God says in His Book that He is One.



-God is One, and yet He is three Persons.



-Who are the three Persons who are one God?



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.



-God is God the Father.

-God is God the Son.

-God is God the Holy Spirit.



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are all equally God.



-As you learn more about God, you will understand that God is One, and yet He is three Persons.
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LESSON 4



1.  Does God have flesh or bones or blood?

-No.



2.  If God does not have flesh, or bones, or blood, then what is God?

-God is spirit.



3.  Where is God?

-God is everywhere at all times.



4.  Where can we go to hide from God?

-We cannot hide from God.



5.  How many Gods are there?

-There is only one God.



6.  Who are the three Persons who are one God?

-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.



-Where did all the angels come from?



-God created them all in the beginning.



-Before the beginning, none of the angels were living.



-Why is God greater than the angels?



-Because God lived before the angels.

-Because God created the angels.



-Because God gave life to the angels.

-Because God is all powerful.



-When God created the angels, did God give them flesh and blood?

-No.  God created the angels as spirits.



-God is spirit, and the angels are spirits, but God is greater than the angels.



-God is all powerful.

-But the angels are not all powerful.



-God can be everywhere at all times.

-But the angels can only be in one place at one time.



-Even though God made the angels as spirits, sometimes the angels change their outward form to look like people.



-Why did God create the angels?



-Did God need any help?

-No.  God’s power never ends and is eternal.



-Why did God create the angels?



-God created the angels to love Him.

-God created the angels to obey Him.

-God created the angels to serve Him.



-If a man builds a house, then who owns the house?

-The man.

-Why?

-Because the man is the one who built the house.



-If a woman makes a pot, then who owns the pot?

-The woman.

-Why?

-Because the woman is the one who made the pot.



-If God created the angels, then who owns the angels?

-God.

-Why?

-Because God is the one who created the angels.



-Because God created the angels, the angels belong to God.



-Did God create the angels good or bad?

-God created all of the angels only good.



-God cannot create bad angels.

-God cannot create anything that is bad.



-All that God thinks is only good.

-All that God says is only good.

-All that God does is only good.



-How many angels did God create?

-God created many angels, and we cannot count them all.



-In the beginning, where did all of the angels live?

-In heaven with God.



-What is heaven?

-Heaven is God’s special place where He lives.



-God is in heaven, but God is also everywhere here on the earth.



-Where is heaven?

-We do not know, but heaven is past the moon, the sun, and the stars.



-God created one angel with much wisdom and much beauty.



-What was the name of the angel God created with much wisdom and much beauty?

-Lucifer.



-Did God create Lucifer good or bad?

-Good.



-God can only create good angels.

-God can not create bad angels.



-God created Lucifer with much wisdom, but God’s wisdom never ends.



-God created Lucifer with much beauty, but God’s beauty never ends.



-Because God created Lucifer, to whom did Lucifer belong?

-To God.

-Because God created Lucifer, who should Lucifer obey?

-God.



-In the beginning, what happened to Lucifer?



-Lucifer saw his wisdom and beauty, and became proud.



-Lucifer became proud, and wanted to dethrone God.

-Lucifer became proud, and wanted to take the place of God.

-Lucifer became proud, and wanted to become God.



-Lucifer became proud, and was the first one to do evil.



-Who was the first one to do evil?

-Lucifer.



-What is evil?



-Evil is something that God does not want.

-Evil is everything that God does not want.



-Did God know that Lucifer wanted to dethrone Him?

-Yes.

-God knew all of Lucifer’s evil thoughts.



-Did God allow Lucifer to dethrone Him?



-Here is an illustration:



-A wise, powerful man was chief of his village.

-One day, his stupid, weak son decided to dethrone his father.



-Would the wise, powerful chief allow his stupid, weak son to dethrone him?

-No.



-Who is stronger than God?

-No one.



-Who is wiser than God?

-No one.



-Did God allow Lucifer to dethrone Him?

-No.



-Because Lucifer was the first to sin, God changed Lucifer’s name.



-What is Lucifer’s new name?

-Satan.



-What does Satan’s name mean?

-Satan’s name means “enemy.”



-Satan is the enemy of God.

-Satan is the enemy of all people.



-How did God punish Satan for doing evil?

-God became very angry with Satan, and threw him out of heaven.



-God will not allow anyone who does evil to live with Him.



-There were many angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God.



-Because the angels who followed Satan sinned against God, God changed their names.



-What is the new name for the angels who followed Satan?

-Demons.



-The demons are the enemies of God.

-The demons are the enemies of all people.



-How did God punish the demons who followed Satan?



-God became very angry with them, and threw all of them out of heaven.



-God will not allow anyone who does evil to live with Him.



-How else did God punish Satan and his demons?



-God prepared a terrible place of eternal punishment for Satan and his demons.



-What is the name of this terrible place of eternal punishment?

-The Lake of Eternal Fire.



-One day, God will send Satan and his demons into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-God is perfect, and hates all evil.

-God is perfect, and always punishes disobedience.



-Where do Satan and his demons live now?



-Satan and his demons live on earth now.



-What do Satan and his demons do now?



-They fight against God’s work day and night.



-Satan and his demons hate God.

-Satan and his demons hate all people.
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LESSON 5



1.  Where did all the angels come from?

-God created them all in the beginning.



2.  When God created the angels, did God give them flesh and blood?

-No.

-God created the angels as spirits.



3.  Why did God create the angels?

-God created the angels to love Him.

-God created the angels to obey Him.

-God created the angels to serve Him.



4.  Did God create the angels good or bad?

-God created all of the angels only good.



5.  How many angels did God create?

-God created many angels, and we cannot count them all.



6.  In the beginning, where did all of the angels live?

-In heaven with God.



7.  What was the name of the angel God created with much wisdom and much beauty?

-Lucifer.



8.  Did God create Lucifer good or bad?

-Good.

-God can only create good angels.



9.  In the beginning, what happened to Lucifer?

-Lucifer saw his wisdom and beauty, became proud, and wanted to dethrone God.



10.  Who was the first one to do evil?

-Lucifer.



11.   Did God know that Lucifer wanted to dethrone Him?

-Yes.

-God knew all of Lucifer’s evil thoughts.



12.  Did God allow Lucifer to dethrone Him?

-No.



13.  Because Lucifer was the first to sin, God changed Lucifer’s name.  What is Lucifer’s new name?

-Satan.



14.  What does Satan’s name mean?

-Satan’s name means “enemy.”



15.  How did God punish Satan for doing evil?

-God became very angry with Satan, and threw him out of heaven.



16.  Because the angels who followed Satan sinned against God, God changed their names.  What is the new name for the angels who followed Satan?

-Demons.



17.  How did God punish the demons who followed Satan?

-God became very angry with them, and threw all of them out of heaven.



18.  How else did God punish Satan and his demons?

-God prepared a terrible place of eternal punishment for Satan and his demons.



19.  What is the name of this terrible place of eternal punishment?

-The Lake of Eternal Fire.



20.  Where do Satan and his demons live now?

-Satan and his demons live on earth now



21.  What do Satan and his demons do now?

-They fight against God’s work day and night.



-Let us read the first words of God’s Book again:



Let’s read Genesis 1:1



1-In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.



-What is the beginning?



-The beginning is the time a long time ago when God created everything.



-In the beginning, who created everything that is in the world?

-God.



-Everything that is in the world was created by God in the beginning.



-What was in the world before God created everything?

-Nothing.



-If there was nothing in the world, then what did God use to create everything?



-What did God use to create the earth and the sky?



-What did God use to create the sun, moon, and the stars?



-If there were no trees, would you men be able to make a house?

-No.



-Would you men be able to make a house out of nothing?

-No.



-If there was no clay, would you women be able to make a pot?

-No.



-Would you women be able to make a pot out of nothing?

-No.



-If there were no reeds, would you children be able to make a toy?

-No.



-Would you children be able to make a toy out of nothing?

-No.



-If there was nothing in the world, then what did God use to create everything?

-Nothing.



-Then how did God create the world?



-God created the world out of nothing.



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit created everything out of nothing.



-How was God able to create the heavens and the earth out of nothing?



-How was God able to create everything out of nothing?



-God is all powerful.

-God’s power never ends.

-God’s power is eternal.



-Is there any limit to God’s power?

-No.



-There is no limit to God’s power.

-There is no end to God’s power.



-There is nothing that God cannot do.

-God can do everything.



-God made all of the world out of nothing.



-Is anyone more powerful than God?

-No.



-Is Satan more powerful than God?

-No.



-Are Satan’s demons more powerful than God?

-No.



-Are people more powerful than God?

-No.



-Is there anything that God cannot do?

-No.



-God can do anything that He wants to do.

-God can do everything that He wants to do.



-How did God know how to create everything out of nothing?



-Did someone teach God how to create everything?



-You men teach your boys how to plant maize, because young boys do not know how to plant maize.



-You women teach your girls how to cook, because young girls do not know how to cook.



-Did someone teach God how to create everything?

-No.



-Why did someone not teach God?



-Because in the beginning, there was no one else there to teach God.



-If only God lived before the beginning, there was no one else to teach Him.



-Besides, God does not need anyone to teach Him.



-Why does God not need anyone to teach Him?

-Because God is all knowing.



-God’s wisdom never ends.

-God’s wisdom is eternal.



-Is there any limit to God’s wisdom?

-No.



-There is no limit to God’s wisdom.

-There is no end to God’s wisdom.



-There is nothing that God does not know.

-God knows everything.



-God created all of the world out of nothing.



-Is anyone more wise than God?

-No.



-Is Satan more wise than God?

-No.



-Are Satan’s demons more wise than God?

-No.



-Are people more wise than God?

-No.



-God knows everything about everything.



-This is why we should listen to God’s Words.
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LESSON 6



1.  What is the beginning?

-The beginning is the time a long time ago when God created everything.



2.  In the beginning, who created everything that is in the world?

-God.



3.  What was in the world before God created everything?

-Nothing.



4.  If there was nothing in the world, then what did God use to create everything?

-Nothing.



5.  Then how did God create the world?

-God created the world out of nothing.



6.  How was God able to create everything out of nothing?

-God is all powerful.

-God’s power never ends.

-God’s power is eternal.



7.  Is there any limit to God’s power?

-No.



8.  Are Satan or his demons or people more powerful than God?

-No.



9.  Did someone teach God how to create everything?

-No.



10.  Why did someone not teach God?

-Because in the beginning, there was no one else there to teach God.

-Besides, God does not need anyone to teach Him.



11.  Is there any limit to God’s wisdom?

-No.



12.  Is anyone more wise than God?

-No.



-In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.



-Let’s read what the earth was like before God created everything.



Let’s read Genesis 1:1-2a



1-In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

2-Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep.



-What was the world like before God created it?



-In the beginning, there was no light.

-In the beginning, darkness covered the whole earth.



-Would you like it if there was no sunlight by day?

-No.



-Would you like it if there was no moonlight by night?

-No.



-Would it be terrible if there was no light on earth?

-Yes.



-You would not be able to see one another.

-You would not be able to see to plant your crops.

-You would not be able to see to build your homes.



-In the beginning, there was no light.

-In the beginning, there was also no dry land.

-In the beginning, water covered the whole earth.



Let’s read Genesis 1:2b



2-Darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.



-In the beginning, there was no life on earth.

-But there was God the Holy Spirit.



-God the Holy Spirit was waiting to begin his work to create everything.



-Do you remember that there is only one God, but that there are three Persons who are the one God?



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit together created everything.



-In the beginning, what did God create the first day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:3



3-And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.



-On the first day, God created light.



-How did God create light on the first day?

-God created light just by speaking.



-Can anyone but God create light just by speaking?

-No.

-Here is an illustration:



-One night, you are out in the bush with no light.



-There is no moonlight or starlight.

-It is very black, and you cannot see anything.



-Can you just speak, “Let there be light,” and light will come?

-No.



-God, however, just spoke, and light was created.



-How did God know how to create light?



-God knows everything.

-There is nothing that God does not know.



-Was it difficult for God to create light?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because God is all powerful.

-Because there is nothing that God cannot do.



-What did God think about the light He created?



Let’s read Genesis 1:4a



4-God saw that the light was good.



-The light that God created was good.



-This is because God is perfect.

-This is because everything that God does is perfect.



-Men make houses, but sometimes the roof leaks.

-Women make pots, but sometimes the pots break.



-But God created everything perfect.

-Why?

-Because God is perfect.



-What did God do after He created the light?



Let’s read Genesis 1:4b-5



4-God separated the light from the darkness.

5-God called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.”  And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.



-When God created the light, God did not take all of the darkness away.



-God left some darkness to be nighttime.



-What would it be like if God did not leave any darkness?

-We would not be able to sleep.



-God left some darkness so that we would be able to sleep.

-All that God does is perfect.



-What did God create the second day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:6-8



6-And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”

7-So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it.  And it was so.

8-God called the expanse “sky.”  And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day.



-On the second day, God created the sky.



-How did God create the sky on the second day?

-God created the sky just by speaking.



-Was it difficult for God to create the sky?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because God is all powerful.

-Because there is nothing that God cannot do.



-How did God separate the water that covered the earth?



-God placed some of the water from the earth above the sky.

-God left the rest of the water on the earth.



-What did God create the third day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:9-10



9-And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.”  And it was so.

10-God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters He called “seas.”  And God saw that it was good.



-On the third day, God created dry ground.



-Who commanded the water to move back so that the dry ground appeared?

-God.



-Why can God command the water to move back, and the water must obey?



-Because God created the water.



-If a man came to a river, would he be able to command the river to move back so that he could cross?

-No.



-What else did God create on the third day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:11-13



11-Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation--seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”  And it was so.

12-The land produced vegetation--plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.

13-And there was evening, and there was morning-the third day.



-On the third day, God also created all of the plants and trees.



-How did God create all of the plants and trees?

-God created all of the plants and trees just by speaking.



-Was it difficult for God to create the plants and trees?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because God is all powerful.

-Because there is nothing that God cannot do.



-How many different plants and trees did God create?

-More than anyone can count.



-Why did God create all of the plants and trees?



-Does God need the plants and trees to live?

-No.



-For whom did God create all of the plants and trees?

-God created them for us people.



-Why did God create all of the plants and trees?

-Because God loves us very much.



-If there were no trees, would you be able to build a house?

-No.



-God created trees for us because He loves us.



-If there was no maize, what would you eat?

-Not very much.



-God created maize for us because He loves us.



-What did God create the fourth day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:16-19



16-God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night.  He also made the stars.

17-God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth,

18-to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness.  And God saw that it was good.

19-And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth day.



-On the fourth day, God created the sun, moon, and stars.



-How did God create the sun, moon, and stars?

-God created the sun, moon, and stars just by speaking.



-Why do the sun, moon, and stars not fall down from the sky?



-Because God put them there in the sky.

-Because God’s work is perfect.



-What did God create the fifth day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:20-21 & 23



20-And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.”

21-So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.

23-And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day.



-On the fifth day, God created all of the fish and birds.



-How did God create all of the fish and birds?

-God created all of the fish and birds just by speaking.



-Was it difficult for God to create the fish and birds?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because God is all powerful.

-Because there is nothing that God cannot do.



-How many different fish and birds did God create?

-More than anyone can count.



-Why did God create all of the fish and birds?

-Does God need the fish and birds to live?

-No.



-For whom did God create all of the fish and birds?

-God created them for us people.



-Why did God create all of the fish and birds?

-Because God loves us very much.



-What did God say about all that He had created?

-God said that everything was good.



-Why was God able to create everything perfect?

-Because God is perfect.



-All that God created in the beginning was perfect.



-In the beginning, there were no thorns.

-In the beginning, there were no weeds.

-In the beginning, all of the maize grew very well.



-God created everything perfect because He loves us very much.
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LESSON 7



1.  What was the world like before God created it?

-In the beginning, there was no light.

-In the beginning, darkness covered the whole earth.



2.  How did God create light on the first day?

-God created light just by speaking.



3.  How did God create the sky on the second day?

-God created the sky just by speaking.



4.  How did God separate the water that covered the earth?

-God placed some of the water from the earth above the sky.

-God left the rest of the water on the earth.



5.  Who commanded the water to move back so that the dry ground appeared?

-God.



6.  Why can God command the water to move back, and the water must obey?

-Because God created the water.



7.  How did God create all of the plants and trees?

-God created all of the plants and trees just by speaking.



8.  For whom did God create all of the plants and trees?

-God created them for us people.



9.  Why did God create all of the plants and trees?

-Because God loves us very much.



10.  How did God create the sun, moon, and stars?

-God created the sun, moon, and stars just by speaking.



11.  How did God create all of the fish and birds?

-God created all of the fish and birds just by speaking.



12.  For whom did God create all of the fish and birds?

-God created them for us people.



13.  Why did God create all of the fish and birds?

-Because God loves us very much.



14.  What did God say about all that He had created?

-God said that everything was good.



15.  Why was God able to create everything perfect?

-Because God is perfect.



-What did God create the sixth day?



Let’s read Genesis 1:24-25



24-And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds:  livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.”  And it was so.

25-God made the wild animals according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.



-On the sixth day, God created all of the animals.



-How many different animals did God create?

-More than anyone can count.



-Who alone was able to create the animals?



-Only God.

-Only God can create animals.



-When God finished creating the animals, the earth was prepared.



-Did God prepare the earth for angels or for Satan and his demons?

-No.



-For whom did God prepare the earth?

-God prepared the earth for us people.



-God prepared a perfect earth for people because God loves us very much.



-God did not prepare the earth for the angels.

-God did not prepare the earth for the demons.

-God did not prepare the earth for Satan.



-God prepared the earth for us people alone.



-Let’s read what God said after He had finished preparing the earth for us:



Let’s read Genesis 1:26



26-Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”



-God said, “Let us make man in our image.”

-To whom was God speaking?



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit were talking together.



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit were talking about making us people in their own image.



-Of everything that God created, which is most important?

-People.



-Because people were the most important of everything that God created, how did God decide to make us?



-God decided to make us in His own image.



-How did God create people different from animals?



-God created people in the image of God, but animals do not have the image of God.



-What does it mean that people were made in the image of God?



-It does not mean our bodies, because God does not have a body of flesh and bones.



-The part of us that was made in God’s image is the part that cannot be seen.



-The part of us that was made in God’s image is our soul.



-In our souls, we have three parts.



-In our souls, we have a mind, emotions, and a will.



-Our mind, emotions, and will are made in the image of God.



-What part of people is made in the image of God?



-Our mind, emotions, and will.



-Firstly, God made our minds in His own image.



-Because God has a mind, He created us with a mind.



-God can think, and He wants us to think.



-What does God want us to do with our mind?



-God wants us to think about that which is good.

-God wants us to think about God.



-God wants us to think about Him so that we can know Him.



-Would you like to live in the bush with animals and no people?

-No.



-Why not?

-Because animals cannot talk or think.



-Just like you talk with your friends, God wants us to talk with Him.



-God has a mind, and He created us with a mind.

-God has given us a mind so we can know God.



-Secondly, God made our emotions in His own image.



-Because God has emotions, He created us with emotions.



-God can be happy, and He wants us to be happy.



-God wants us to be happy about God.

-God wants us to love Him.



-God also hates.



-What does God hate?

-God hates all sin.



-What is sin?



-Sin is that which God does not want.

-Sin is everything that God does not want.



-God also feels sad.



-What does God feel sad about?

-God feels sad about people who do not love Him.



-Just like you love your children, God loves you.



-God has emotions, and He created us with emotions.



-Why has God given us emotions?

-So we can love God.



-Thirdly, God made our will in His own image.



-Because God has a will, He created us with a will.



-God can choose, and He wants us to choose.



-What does God want us to do with our will?



-God wants us to choose that which is good.

-God wants us to choose God.



-God wants us to choose Him so that our lives will be good.



-When you shoot a gun, does the gun choose what to shoot?

-No.



-Why not?

-Because a gun does not have a will.



-When you paddle your boat on the water, does the boat choose where to go?

-No.



-Why not?

-Because a boat does not have a will.



-God has a will, and He created us with a will.



-God has given us a will so we can choose God.



-Let’s read about God creating the first man:



Let’s read Genesis 1:27



27-So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.



-How many people did God create in the beginning?

-Only one man and one woman.



-First, God created the first man.

-Then, God created the first woman.



-What was the name of the first man?

-Adam.



-Who alone was able to create the first man and woman?



-Only God.

-Only God can create people.



Let’s read Genesis 2:7a



7-The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground.



-God created Adam from the dust of the ground.



-But why was Adam not yet living?



-Because God had not yet breathed life into Adam.



Let’s read Genesis 2:7b



7-The LORD God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.



-Adam became alive only when God breathed life into him.



-Only God can breathe life into people.

-Only God can give life.



-Adam is the beginning of the entire human race.

-Adam is the father of the entire human race.



-In the beginning, God did not create a white man and a black man.



-In the beginning, God created only one man and one woman.



-All people come from Adam.

-All people are descendants of Adam.



-After God created Adam, what did God do with Adam?



Let’s read Genesis 1:28



28-God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”



-God made Adam chief of all the earth.



-Why are the angels not chief of the earth?

-Because God made people chief of the earth.



-Why are the demons not chief of the earth?

-Because God made people chief of the earth.



-Who created the earth?

-God.



-To whom did the earth belong?

-God.



-Whose decision was it to make people chief of the earth?

-Only God’s.



-What did God say after He had finished creating everything?



Let’s read Genesis 1:31



31-God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.



-After God finished creating everything, God saw that it was very good.



-Because God is perfect, everything that God creates is perfect.



-What was life like in the beginning?



-In the beginning, there was no anger.

-In the beginning, there was no hate.



-In the beginning, there was no evil.

-In the beginning, there was no death.



-In the beginning, God created everything perfect.



-Who was watching when God created a perfect world?



-God’s angels, Satan, and his demons.



-God’s angels saw that God made everything perfect.

-And they were happy.



-Were Satan and his demons happy that God created a perfect world?

-No.



-Satan and his demons saw that God made everything perfect, and they were very angry.



-Satan and his demons saw that God made people in His image, and they were very angry.
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LESSON 8



1.  Did God prepare the earth for angels or for Satan and his demons?

-No.



2.  For whom did God prepare the earth?

-God prepared the earth for us people.



3.  Of everything that God created, which is most important?

-People.



4.  Because people were the most important of everything that God created, how did God decide to make us?

-God decided to make us in His own image.



5.  What part of people is made in the image of God?

-Our mind, emotions, and will.



6.  What does God want us to do with our mind?

-God wants us to think about that which is good.

-God wants us to think about God.



7.  Why has God given us emotions?

-So we can love God.



8.  What does God want us to do with our will?

-God wants us to choose that which is good.

-God wants us to choose God.



9.  How many people did God create in the beginning?

-Only one man and one woman.



10.  What was the name of the first man?

-Adam.



11.  After God created Adam, what did God do with Adam?

-God made Adam chief of all the earth.



12.  What was life like in the beginning?

-In the beginning, there was no anger.

-In the beginning, there was no hate.

-In the beginning, there was no evil.

-In the beginning, there was no death.



13.  Who was watching when God created a perfect world?

-God’s angels, Satan, and his demons.



14.  Were Satan and his demons happy that God created a perfect world?

-No.



-Did God finish creating the heavens and the earth?

-Yes.



Let’s read Genesis 2:1



1-Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.



-God finished creating everything.



-God finished all of the work that He planned to do.



-Sometimes people start a work, but do not finish it.



-Sometimes men start building a house, but do not finish.

-Sometimes women start making a pot, but do not finish.



-Sometimes people do not finish because the work is too hard.



-Sometimes people do not finish because someone stops them.



-God, however, is not like people.



-When God begins a work, He does not stop because the work is too hard.



-When God begins a work, He does not stop because someone stops Him.



-When God begins a work, God always finishes the work.



-Why does God always finish a work that He begins?



-Because God never changes.

-Because nothing can stop God from finishing His work.



-When God begins a work, can people stop His work?

-No.



-When God begins a work, can Satan or his demons stop His work?

-No.



-When God promises to do something, He will always do it.



-Let’s read what God did after He finished creating the heavens and the earth:



Let’s read Genesis 2:2-3



2-By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work.

3-And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had done.



-Why did God rest on the seventh day?



-Was God tired?

-No.



-Why was God not tired after creating everything?



-Because God does not become tired.

-Because God’s power never ends.



-Why did God rest on the seventh day?

-Because God finished creating all that He planned to create.



-God created everything in how many days?

-Only six days.



-How many days does it take to build a house?

-Maybe more than three months.



-Yet look at all that God created in just six days.



-Only God could create the heavens and the earth in just six days.



Let’s read Genesis 2:4b & 6



4-When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--

6-Streams (mist) came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground--



-When God first created the earth, there was no rain.



-If there was no rain in the beginning, then how did God water the earth?



-God watered the earth by mist that came up from the ground.



Let’s read Genesis 2:8



8-Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east in Eden; and there He put the man He had formed.



-In the beginning, God planted a beautiful garden.



-What was the name of the garden God planted?

-The Garden of Eden.



-For whom did God plant the Garden of Eden?

-For Adam.



-Why did God plant the garden for Adam?

-Because God loved Adam very much.



-When God planted the garden, He placed Adam into the garden.



-Did God ask Adam if He could place Adam in the Garden of Eden?

-No.



-Why did God not ask Adam if He could place Adam in the Garden of Eden?



-Because God created Adam, Adam belonged to God.



-Because God created all people, to whom do all people belong?

-All people belong to God.



-Because God created everything, to whom does everything belong?

-Everything belongs to God.



-In the middle of the Garden of Eden, God planted two special trees.



Let’s read Genesis 2:9b



9-In the middle of the garden were the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



-What was the name of the first tree God planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?



-The Tree of Life.



-Why did God plant the Tree of Life in the middle of the Garden of Eden?



-God wanted Adam to eat from the tree and live forever.



-God did not force Adam to eat from the Tree of Life.



-God wanted Adam to choose.

-God wanted Adam to choose to eat from the Tree of Life.



-God wanted Adam to choose life.



-What was the name of the second tree God planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?



-The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



-For the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, God gave Adam a command.



Let’s read Genesis 2:16-17a



16-And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;

17-But you must not eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.”



-For the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, what was the command God gave to Adam?



-God commanded Adam not to eat its fruit.



-God knows that which is good and that which is evil.

-God knows that good is good, and that evil is evil.



-In the beginning, Adam only knew that which was good.

-In the beginning, Adam did not know any evil.



-Let’s read what God said would happen to Adam if he ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil:



Let’s read Genesis 2:17b



17-[And the LORD God said to Adam], “For when you eat of it you will surely die.”



-If Adam ate the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, what would happen?



-Adam would die.



-What is death?



-Most people say that there is just one death.

-God says that there are three deaths.



-The first death is separation from God.



-Why is separation from God death?



-Because God alone is the Giver of life.

-Because all life comes from God.



-Lucifer sinned, and he was separated from God.



-If Adam disobeyed God, Adam would be separated from God.



-The second death is separation of the soul from the body.



-This is the death that most people know.

-If Adam disobeyed God, Adam’s body would die.



-The third death is separation forever in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-If Adam disobeyed God, Adam’s soul would go to the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-If Adam disobeyed God, he would be separated from God, his body would die, and his soul would go to the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Why could God command Adam not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?



-Because God made Adam.

-Because Adam belonged to God.



-If a man makes a hoe, does not that hoe belong to the man who made it?

-Yes.



-If a woman makes a basket, does not that basket belong to the woman who made it?

-Yes.



-If a child makes a toy, does not that toy belong to the child who made it?

-Yes.



-Because God created Adam, Adam belonged to God.

-Because God created Adam, God could command Adam.



-Was it good for God to command Adam?

-Yes.



-Why was it good for God to command Adam?

-Because God was more wise than Adam.



-Is an older man more wise than a young boy?

-Yes.

-Is an older woman more wise than a young girl?

-Yes.



-Is it important for young boys to listen to the older men?

-Yes.



-Is it important for young girls to listen to the older women?

-Yes.



-Because God was much wiser than Adam, it was important for Adam to listen to God.



-Why did God want Adam to listen to Him?



-Because God was much wiser than Adam.

-Because God knew that which was good for Adam.



-Because God knew that which was bad for Adam.

-Because God wanted to protect Adam.



-Older men know that which is good and that which is bad for the young boys.



-Older women know that which is good and that which is bad for the young girls.



-Who knew that which was good and that which was bad for Adam?

-God.



-Who knows that which is good for all people?

-God.



-God knows everything.



-God wanted Adam to listen to Him.

-God wants all people to listen to Him.



-God’s truths are in the Bible.



-God wants all people to listen to that which He has written in the Bible.
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LESSON 9



1.  Did God finish creating the heavens and the earth?

-Yes.



2.  Why does God always finish a work that He begins?

-Because God never changes.

-Because nothing can stop God from finishing His work.



3.  When God begins a work, can Satan or his demons stop His work?

-No.



4.  Why did God rest on the seventh day?

-Because God finished creating all that He planned to create.



5.  God created everything in how many days?

-Only six days.



6.   If there was no rain in the beginning, then how did God water the earth?

-God watered the earth by mist that came up from the ground.



7.  What was the name of the garden God planted?

-The Garden of Eden.



8.  For whom did God plant the Garden of Eden?

-For Adam.



9.  Why did God plant the garden for Adam?

-Because God loved Adam very much.



10.  Why did God not ask Adam if He could place Adam in the Garden of Eden?

-Because God created Adam, Adam belonged to God.



11.  Because God created all people, to whom do all people belong?

-All people belong to God.



12. What was the name of the first tree God planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

-The Tree of Life.



13.  Why did God plant the Tree of Life in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

-God wanted Adam to eat from the tree and live forever.



14.  What was the name of the second tree God planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

-The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



15.  For the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, what was the command God gave to Adam?

-God commanded Adam not to eat its fruit.



16.  If Adam ate the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, what would happen?

-Adam would die.



17.  What is death?

-Separation from God, the giver of life.

-Separation of the soul from the body.

-Separation into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Let’s read what God said after He created Adam:



Let’s read Genesis 2:18



18-The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”



-God decided that Adam should not live alone.



-God decided to create a wife for Adam.



-God did not ask Adam what Adam wanted.



-God alone decided to create a wife for Adam.



-Why did God decide to create a wife for Adam?



-Because God loved Adam very much.



-Because God did not want Adam to be alone.



Let’s read Genesis 2:19-20a



19-Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.

20-So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.



-In the beginning, God made Adam chief of all the world.



-In the beginning, God also made Adam chief of all the animals.



-God asked Adam to give names to all of the animals.



-So Adam named all of the animals.



-But Adam was still the only person on earth.



Let’s read Genesis 2:20b



20-But for Adam no suitable helper was found.



-Did God create people and animals the same?

-No.



-How did God create people and animals differently?



-God did not create animals in His image.



-God created only people in His image.



-People can know God, but animals cannot know God.

-People can love God, but animals cannot love God.

-People can choose God, but animals cannot choose God.



-If Adam was thinking about something, could he ask the animals to think with him?

-No.



-If Adam was happy or sad, could he ask the animals to be happy or sad with him?

-No.



-If Adam wanted to choose something to do, could he ask the animals if they would choose to do this with him?

-No.



-Were the animals a suitable companion to Adam?

-No.



-Adam needed a suitable companion with whom he could talk.



-Because God loved Adam, God decided to create a wife for Adam.



-Was Adam able to create a wife for himself?

-No.



-Were Satan and his demons able to create a wife for Adam?

-No.



-Who alone was able to create a wife for Adam?

-God.



-One day, God created a wife for Adam.



Let’s read Genesis 2:21-22



21-So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, He took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.

22-Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.



-Only God was able to create a wife for Adam.



-God’s power never ends.

-There is nothing that God cannot do.



-God created the first woman, and gave her as a gift to Adam.



-If someone gave you a great gift, would you take good care of it?

-Yes.



-If someone gave you a cow, would you take good care of it?

-Yes.



-If someone gave you a car, would you take good care of it?

-Yes.



-God created the first woman, and gave her to Adam as a great gift.



-God wanted Adam to take good care of his wife.

-God wanted Adam to love his wife very much.



-Let’s read what Adam said when God gave him his wife:



Let’s read Genesis 2:23-24



23-The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

24-For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.



-God made woman for man so they could be married.

-God made woman for man so they could live together.

-God made woman for man so they could have children.



-Everything that God does is good.

-Everything that God does is perfect.

-That is because God is only good and perfect.



-God cannot think anything evil.

-God cannot say anything evil.

-God cannot do anything evil.



-Do you think that Adam was happy to receive the great gift of a wife?

-Yes.



-Adam was very happy.



-What was the name of Adam’s wife?

-The name of Adam’s wife was Eve.



Let’s read Genesis 2:25



25-The man and the woman were both naked, and they felt no shame.



-In the beginning, Adam had no shame.

-In the beginning, Eve also had no shame.



-In the beginning, God created Adam and Eve perfect.

-In the beginning, Adam and Eve knew no evil.



-In the beginning, Adam and Eve walked with God, and were very happy.
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LESSON 10



1.  Whose message is the most important message in the world?

-God’s message.



2.  Why is God’s message the most important message in the world?

-Because all people have lied.

-Because God alone has never lied.

-Because God alone has always told the truth.



3.  Before the beginning, who was the only One living?

-God.



4.  When did God begin?

-God never had a beginning.



5.  Did someone create God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



6.  Did God create God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



7.  Did someone give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



8.  Did God give birth to God?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



9.  Was there ever a time when God was not living?

-No.

-God is simply eternal.



10.  Does God change?

-No.

-God never changes.



11.  Can God die?

-No.

-God cannot die.



12.  Does God have flesh and bones like people?

-No.

-God is Spirit.



13.  People need food and water, but what does God need?

-God does not need anything.



14.  How then does God live?

-God lives by His own power.



15.  Where is God?

-God is everywhere at all times.



16.  How many Gods are there?

-There is only one God.



17.  Who are the three Persons who are this one God?

-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.



18.  Who created the heavens and the earth?

-God.



19.  What did God use to create the heavens and the earth?

-God did not use anything.

-God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing.



20.  How did God create everything?

-Just by speaking.



21.  How was God able to create the heavens and the earth?

-God is all powerful.

-God’s power has no end.

-There is nothing that God cannot do.



22.  How did God know to create the heavens and the earth?

-God knows everything.

-God’s wisdom has no end.

-There is nothing that God does not know.



23.  What did God say about all that He created?

-God said that everything was good.



24.  Why was God able to make everything perfect?

-Because God is perfect.



25.  For whom did God create everything?

-For people.



26.  Why did God create everything for people?

-Because He loves us very much.



27.  Why is God the rightful owner of everything?

-Because God created everything.



28.  Why does God have the right to demand obedience from us?

-Because He created us, and gave us life.



29.  Where did all the angels come from?

-God created them.



30.  Did God create the angels and give them flesh and bones?

-No.

-God created the angels as spirits.



31.  Did God create some bad angels and some good angels?

-No.

-God created all of the angels good.



32.  Did God create the angels because He needed help?

-No.

-God needs no help.



33.  Then why did God create the angels?

-Because He loved them.



34.  In the beginning, where did all of the angels live?

-With God in heaven.



35.  Can the angels be everywhere at the same time?

-No.

-Only God can be everywhere at the same time.



36.  What was the name of the angel God created with much wisdom and much beauty?

-Lucifer.



37.  One day in the beginning, what did Lucifer do?

-Lucifer saw his wisdom and beauty and became proud.



38.  What did Lucifer plan to do?

-Lucifer planned to dethrone God.



39.  Did God allow Lucifer to dethrone Him?

-No.



40.  What did God do when He became very angry with Lucifer?

-God threw Lucifer out of heaven.



41.  What did God do when He became very angry with the angels who followed Lucifer?

-God also threw them out of heaven.



42.  What is Lucifer’s new name?

-Satan.



43.  What does the name “Satan” mean?

-It means “enemy.”



44.  What is the new name for the angels who followed Satan?

-Demons.



45.  What place of punishment did God prepare for Satan and his demons?

-The Lake of Eternal Fire.



46.  Who are Satan and his demons against?

-They are against God, and all of God’s work.



47.  After God prepared the earth, who did God create?

-Adam, the first man.



48.  How did God create people and animals differently?

-God created people in the image of God.



49.  What does it mean that God created people in His image?

-God gave people a mind to know God.

-God gave people emotions to love God.

-God gave people a will to choose to obey God.



50.  Did God create people good or bad?

-God created people only good.



51.  God created Adam, and gave him control of what?

-God gave Adam control of the whole earth, and everything in it.



52.  After God created Adam, where did God place Adam?

-In the Garden of Eden.



53.  What was the name of the first tree God planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

-The Tree of Life.



54.  Why did God plant the Tree of Life in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

-God wanted Adam to eat from the tree and live forever.



55.  What was the name of the tree, the fruit of which God commanded Adam not to eat?

-The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



56.  If Adam ate the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, what would happen to him?

-Adam would die.





57.  What is death?

-Separation from God, the giver of life.

-Separation of the body and the soul.

-Separation into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



58.  Who did God create to help Adam?

-The first woman, Eve.



59.  Why did God create Eve?

-Because God loved Adam.

-Because God did not want Adam to be alone.

-Because God wanted Adam and Eve to have children.



60.  In the beginning, Adam and Eve walked with God, and how were they?

-In the beginning, Adam and Eve walked with God, and they were very happy.
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LESSON 11



-In the beginning, where were Adam and Eve living?

-In the Garden of Eden.



-In the Garden of Eden, how were Adam and Eve?

-Adam and Eve were very happy.



-Why were Adam and Eve very happy?



-Because Adam and Eve walked with God.

-Because Adam and Eve had everything that they needed.



-But where was Satan, God’s enemy?



-Satan was watching when God created Adam and Eve.



-Satan knew that God had created Adam and Eve in God’s image, and was very angry.



-Satan knew that God had made Adam chief over all the earth, and was very angry.



-Satan hates God.

-Satan knew that he was not able to defeat God.



-Therefore, Satan decided to defeat Adam and Eve.

-Therefore, Satan decided to destroy Adam and Eve.



-How do you think Satan tried to destroy Adam and Eve?



Let’s read Genesis 3:1



1-Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”



-Was the snake really talking with Eve?

-No.

-Who was really talking with Eve?

-Satan.

-Did Eve know that it was Satan talking to her?

-No.



-Satan had entered the snake.



-Why did Satan enter the snake?

-To hide himself.



-Why did Satan hide inside the snake?



-Because Satan wanted to trap Eve.

-Because Satan wanted to deceive Eve.

-Because Satan wanted to destroy Eve.



-Here is an illustration:



-When a hunter wants to trap a wild animal, does he hide himself to trap the animal?

-Yes.



-What happens when he does not hide himself?

-He cannot trap the wild animal.



-Just like a hunter hides to trap a wild animal, Satan hid to trap Eve.



-Does Satan try to trap and deceive people today?

-Yes.



-How does Satan try to trap and deceive people today?



-Firstly, Satan speaks to us in our minds.

-Secondly, Satan speaks to us through other people.

-Thirdly, Satan speaks to us through demons.



-Firstly, Satan speaks to us in our minds.



-Sometimes, Satan puts his thoughts in our minds.



-We think that the thoughts are ours, but they are Satan’s thoughts that he has put in our minds.



-Satan will tell you not to believe God’s Word.



-That thought is not from God.

-That thought was put in your mind by Satan.



-Secondly, Satan speaks to us through other people.



-Other people might tell you not to listen to God’s Word.



-That thought is not from God.

-That thought was a thought that Satan put in the other person’s mind.



-Other people might tell you, “We have our own beliefs.  Therefore, we do not need these new beliefs.”



-That thought is not from God.



-That thought was a thought that Satan put in the other person’s mind.



-Thirdly, Satan speaks to us through demons.



-The demons spoke to your ancestors.

-The demons told your ancestors to burn their children in the fire, and they did it.



-That thought is not from God.

-That thought was put into your ancestors minds by Satan and his demons.



-Did Eve know that it was Satan talking to her?

-No.



-Eve did not know that Satan was talking to her.

-Because Satan was hiding himself.



-Your ancestors did not know that Satan was talking to them.

-Because Satan was hiding himself.



-Satan hid himself to trap and deceive Eve.

-Satan hid himself to trap and deceive your ancestors.



-Why did Satan want to trap and deceive Eve?



-Because Satan hated Eve.

-Because Satan wanted to destroy Eve.



-Why did Satan want to trap and deceive your ancestors?



-Because Satan hates all people.

-Because Satan wants to destroy all people.



-Let’s read again the question that Satan asked Eve.



Let’s read Genesis 3:1



1-Satan said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”



-Why did Satan ask Eve this question?



-Satan already knew what God said.

-Satan already knew that God told them not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



-Why did Satan ask Eve this question?



-Satan asked Eve this question to trap Eve.

-Satan asked Eve this question to deceive Eve.

-Satan asked Eve this question to destroy Eve.



-Let’s read Eve’s answer:



Let’s read Genesis 3:2-3



2-The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,

3-But God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”



-God did not say that Adam and Eve must not touch the fruit.



-God only said that Adam and Eve must not eat the fruit.



-In God’s Book, we read that God commanded only Adam not to eat the fruit.



-Yet God’s command to Adam was also God’s command to Eve.



-Although God’s Words were written to people living many years ago, God’s Words are also written to us who are living today.



-God does not have one message for black people, and a different message for white people.



-God does not have one message for Africans, and a different message for Europeans.



-God’s message is the same for all people.

-God’s message is the same yesterday, today, and forever.



-What do you think Satan replied to Eve?



Let’s read Genesis 3:4-5



4-“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.

5-“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



-What did God tell Adam would happen if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?

-They would die.



-What did Satan tell Eve would happen if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?



-They would not die.



-God said that Adam and Eve would die if they ate the fruit.



-Satan said that Adam and Eve would not die if they ate the fruit.



-Whom do you think was telling the truth, God or Satan?

-God.



-Satan was saying that which God said was untrue.

-Satan was calling God a liar.



-What else did Satan tell Eve would happen if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?



-Satan said they would become like God.



-Can people become like God?

-No.



-Only God is God.



-Satan was lying when he told Eve that she would become like God.



-In the beginning, Satan disobeyed God.

-Now, Satan wanted Eve to disobey God.



-God did not create people to live according to what people say.

-God created people to live according to what God says.



-God did not create people to live by their own rules.

-God created people to live by God’s rules.



-What do you think Eve did?

-Did Eve obey God or Satan?



Let’s read Genesis 3:6



6-When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.



-Satan deceived Eve, and Eve believed Satan.



-Eve disobeyed God, and ate the fruit.

-Adam also disobeyed God, and ate the fruit.



-Adam and Eve listened to Satan.

-Adam and Eve did not listen to God.



-Adam and Eve disobeyed God.

-Adam and Eve sinned against God.



-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they became enemies of God.



-Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, they became enemies of God.



-Here is an illustration:



-If your friend turned away from you and began to follow your enemy, who wanted to kill you, would your friend become your enemy?

-Yes.



-Because Adam and Eve turned away from God, they became God’s enemies.



-Because Adam and Eve followed Satan, they became God’s enemies.



-What else happened after Adam and Eve sinned?



Let’s read Genesis 3:7-8



7-Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

8-Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.



-After Adam and Eve sinned, what did they realize?

-They realized that they were naked.



-After Adam and Eve sinned, what did they do when they realized that they were naked?

-They made clothes of leaves.



-After Adam and Eve sinned, what did they do when they heard God coming to see them?



-They hid from God.



-Is it possible to hide from God?

-No.



-Why is it not possible to hide from God?

-God is everywhere.



-Before, Adam and Eve were friends of God.

-Now, Adam and Eve became enemies of God.



-Before, Adam and Eve were children of God.

-Now, Adam and Eve became children of Satan.



-Before, Adam and Eve walked with God.

-Now, Adam and Eve hid from God.



-Before, Adam and Eve followed God.

-Now, Adam and Eve followed Satan.



-Before, Adam and Eve did not know evil.

-Now, Adam and Eve knew evil.



-Before, Adam and Eve were not ashamed.

-Now, Adam and Eve became ashamed.



-Who does Satan hate?

-Satan hates God and all people.



-Satan hates God, and tries to destroy God’s work.

-Satan hates all people, and tries to destroy all people.



-Does Satan want you to listen to God’s Word?

-No.

-Why does Satan not want you to listen to God’s Word?



-Because Satan hates all people, and wants them to go into the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-If you listen to God’s Word, you can learn how to escape the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-If you do not listen to God’s Word, you will not learn how to escape the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-God wants you to listen to His Word.

-Satan does not want you to listen to God’s Word.



-I hope you will listen to God’s Word.
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LESSON 12



1.  When Satan came to deceive Eve, how did he hide himself?

-Inside a snake.



2.  Did Eve know that it was Satan talking to her?

-No.



3.  Why did Satan hide inside the snake?

-Because Satan wanted to trap Eve.

-Because Satan wanted to deceive Eve.

-Because Satan wanted to destroy Eve.



4.  Does Satan try to trap and deceive people today?

-Yes.



5.  How does Satan try to trap and deceive people today?

-Firstly, Satan speaks to us in our minds.

-Secondly, Satan speaks to us through other people.

-Thirdly, Satan speaks to us through demons.



6.  What did God tell Adam would happen if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?

-They would die.



7.  What did Satan tell Eve would happen if they ate from the tree of  Knowledge of Good and Evil?

-They would not die.

-They would become like God.



8.  What was Satan calling God?

-A liar.



9.  After Adam and Eve sinned, what did they do when they realized that they were naked?

-They made clothes of leaves.



10.  After Adam and Eve sinned, what did they do when they heard God coming to see them?

-They hid from God.



11.  Is it possible to hide from God?

-No.  God is everywhere.



12.  Whom does Satan hate?

-Satan hates God and all people.



13.  Does Satan want you to listen to God’s Word?

-No.



14.  Why does Satan not want you to listen to God’s Word?

-Because Satan hates all people, and wants them to go into the Lake of Eternal Fire.





-What did God do after Adam and Eve disobeyed Him?



Let’s read Genesis 3:9



9-But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”



-After Adam and Eve disobeyed, God called Adam.



-Did God call Adam because He did not know where Adam was?

-No.

-God knows everything.

-God sees everything.



-No one can hide from God.



-Why did God call Adam?



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and confess his sin.



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had disobeyed God.



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had listened to Satan.



-Why can God call Adam?



-Because God created Adam.

-Because Adam belonged to God.

-Because God created Adam to obey God.



-Why can God call all people?



-Because God created all people.

-Because all people belong to God.

-Because God created all people to obey God.



-God has not changed.

-God still calls people today.



-How does God call people today?



-Firstly, God calls people through His creation.



-God’s creation shows that there is a God, and that God has made everything, and that God wants us to listen to Him.



-Secondly, God calls people through His Book, the Bible.



-God’s Book, the Bible, is God’s Message to you.

-God’s Book, the Bible, is God talking to you.



-What did Adam say when God called him?



Let’s read Genesis 3:10



10-Adam answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”



-Why were Adam and Eve afraid of God?

-Because they had disobeyed God.



-Here is an illustration:



-If the owner of a field comes when a thief is stealing his maize, will the thief hide?

-Yes.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, they hid from God.



-What did God then say to Adam?



Let’s read Genesis 3:11



11-And the LORD God said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”



-Why did God ask Adam if he had eaten the fruit?



-Did God not know that Adam ate the fruit?

-Yes.



-Why did God ask Adam if he had eaten the fruit?



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and confess his sin.



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had disobeyed God.



-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had listened to Satan



-Why can God question Adam?

-Because God was the One who created Adam.



-Because God created all people, God can question all people.



-One day, God will question all people, and all people will have to answer God.



-God questioned Adam, and what did Adam reply?



Let’s read Genesis 3:12-13



12-The man said, “The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13-Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



-Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the snake.



-God already knew the truth.

-No truth is hidden from God.



-What does someone do when he is caught stealing?

-He tries to blame someone else.



-We may be able to deceive others by blaming someone else.

-We cannot deceive God by blaming someone else.



-God always knows the truth.



-God always punishes those who disobey Him.

-God always punishes those who sin.



-Firstly, God punished the snake.



Let’s read Genesis 3:14



14-So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.”



-How did God punish the snake?



-The snake must now crawl on its stomach.



-Why did God punished the snake?



-The snake did not talk to Eve.

-Only Satan talked to Eve.



-Why did God punish the snake?



-Because God punishes all sin.

-Because Satan used the snake to sin.

-God punishes all sin.



-Secondly, God punished Eve.



Let’s read Genesis 3:16



16-To the woman, the LORD God said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”



-How did God punish Eve?

-Eve would give birth to children with great pain.



-The punishment of Eve is the punishment for all women.

-Now, all women give birth to children with great pain.



-Thirdly, God punished Adam.



Let’s read Genesis 3:17-19



17-To Adam, the LORD God said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.

18-It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.

19-By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”



-How did God punish Adam?

-Adam will cultivate the ground with much sweat, and gain little maize.



-The punishment of Adam is the punishment for all men.



-Now, all men cultivate the ground with much sweat, and gain little maize.



-How else did God punish Adam?

-God cursed the whole earth.



-What are the signs that God cursed the earth?



-There are many thorns and weeds.

-There are many droughts and floods.

-There are many poisonous plants and snakes.



-Animals bite people.

-People must work hard.

-People get sick.

-People die.



-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, the earth is cursed.



-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, the earth is full of evil.



-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, all people die.



-God’s punishment for disobedience is eternal death.

-God’s punishment for sin is eternal death.



-Let’s read what God said after He punished Adam and Eve.



Let’s read Genesis 3:15



15-The LORD God said, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”



-To whom was God talking?

-God was talking to Satan.



-What did God say to Satan?



-God said that someone would crush Satan’s head even though Satan would strike his heel.



-Who would crush Satan’s head?



-The Savior.



-Shortly after God punished Adam and Eve, what did God promise to do?



-Shortly after God punished Adam and Eve, God promised to send the Savior.



-What would the Savior do?



-The Savior would come to save people from the power of sin.

-The Savior would come to save people from the power of death.

-The Savior would come to save people from the power of Satan.



-The Savior would come to fight against Satan.



-Satan would wound the Savior, but the Savior would defeat Satan.



-Who would the Savior be?

-The Savior would be the Son of a virgin.



-Why did God promise to send the Savior?

-Because God loves all people very much.



-Did Adam and Eve merit God’s love?

-No.



-Why did Adam and Eve not merit God’s love?

-Because they disobeyed God and listened to Satan.



-What did Adam and Eve’s disobedience merit?

-Their disobedience merited eternal death.



-Adam and Eve’s disobedience merited death.

-But God promised to send the Savior to save them.



-Here is an illustration:



-A man who is dying comes to your house.

-You buy medicine and food for him.

-He stays many days with you.



-Finally, he recovers.

-Before the man leaves, he steals your cow.



-Later, the man returns, and is once again ready to die.

-You once again buy medicine and food for him.

-Once again the man recovers.



-The man stole your cow, and merited punishment.

-Yet, you helped the man to recover once again.



-Adam and Eve’s disobedience merited death.

-Yet God promised to send the Savior to save them.

10


LESSON 13



1.  What did God do after Adam and Eve disobeyed Him?

-After Adam and Eve disobeyed, God called Adam.



2.  Did God call Adam because He did not know where Adam was?

-No.

-God knows everything.

-God sees everything.



3.  Why did God call Adam?

-God wanted Adam to come to Him and confess his sin.

-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had disobeyed God.

-God wanted Adam to come to Him and admit that he had listened to Satan.



4.  How did God punish the snake?

-The snake must now crawl on its stomach.



5.  How did God punish Eve?

-Eve would give birth to children with great pain.



6.  How did God punish Adam?

-Adam will cultivate the ground with much sweat, and gain little maize.

-God also cursed the earth.



7.  What are the signs that God cursed the earth?

-There are many thorns and weeds.

-There are many droughts and floods.

-There are many poisonous plants and snakes.

-Animals bite people.

-People must work hard.

-People get sick.

-People die.



8.  Shortly after God punished Adam and Eve, what did God promise to do?

-Shortly after God punished Adam and Eve, God promised to send the Savior.



9.  What would the Savior do?

-He would come to save people from the power of sin.

-He would come to save people from the power of death.

-He would come to save people from the power of Satan.



10.  Who would the Savior be?

-The Savior would be the Son of a virgin.



11.  Why did God promise to send the Savior?

-Because God loves all people very much.



12.  Did Adam and Eve merit God’s love?

-No.  Adam and Eve merited eternal death.



-What did Adam and Eve do after they disobeyed God?

-They made themselves clothes of leaves.



-Why did Adam and Eve make themselves clothes of leaves?

-Because they tried to hide their sin.



-Can anyone hide their sin from God?

-No.

-No one can hide their sin from God.



-But God refused the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made.



-Why did God refuse the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made?



-Does God not like leaves?

-No.

-God is the One who created the leaves.



-Why did God refuse the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made?



-God wanted to teach Adam and Eve that they were not able to do anything to make themselves acceptable to God.



-Can we make ourselves acceptable to God by the clothes that we put on?

-No.



-Can we make ourselves acceptable to God by the works that we do?

-No.



-God will not accept those who follow their own path.

-God will not accept those who choose their own path.



-God wants us to follow God’s path alone.

-God wants us to choose God’s path alone.



-Who is the only One who was able to make Adam and Eve acceptable to God?

-God.



-What did God do for Adam and Eve?



Let’s read Genesis 3:21



21-The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.



-God made clothes of animal skins for Adam and Eve.



-Where did God get the animal skins?

-God killed the animals, and took off the skins.



-Why did God kill the animals to make clothes for Adam and Eve?



-God wanted to teach Adam and Eve.



-What did God want to teach Adam and Eve?



-That disobedience brings death.

-That sin brings death.

-That the punishment for sin is death.



-The first physical death in the world was God killing animals.



-Even though Adam and Eve’s disobedience merited death, God made clothes for them.



-Why did God make clothes for Adam and Eve?

-Because God loved Adam and Eve.



-Adam and Eve did not put on the clothes themselves.

-It was God who put the clothes on Adam and Eve.



-Why did God not allow Adam and Eve to put on the clothes themselves?



-God was teaching Adam and Eve that only God can cover people.



-God was teaching Adam and Eve that He will not accept those who follow their own way.



-God was teaching Adam and Eve that He will not accept those who choose their own path.



-God was teaching Adam and Eve to follow God’s way alone.

-God was teaching Adam and Eve to choose God’s path alone.



-What did God do after putting on Adam and Eve’s clothes?



Let’s read Genesis 3:22-23



22-And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil.  He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”

23-So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.



-God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit were talking about Adam and Eve.



-Before, Adam and Eve knew only good.

-Now, Adam and Eve knew evil.



-Before, Adam and Eve knew only obedience.

-Now, Adam and Eve knew disobedience.



-Before, Adam and Eve knew no shame.

-Now, Adam and Eve knew shame.



-Before, Adam and Eve knew only life.

-Now, Adam and Eve knew death.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned, God sent them out of the Garden of Eden.



Let’s read Genesis 3:24



24-After God drove the man out, He placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.



-What did God do so that Adam and Eve would never return to the Garden of Eden?



-God placed angels called cherubim and a flaming sword at the entrance of the Garden of Eden.



-Why did God do that?



-God did not want Adam and Eve to return to the Garden of Eden.



-Why did God not want Adam and Eve to return to the Garden of Eden?



-Because Adam and Eve had disobeyed God and sinned.



-Did Adam and Eve die?

-Yes.



-How did Adam and Eve die?



-Adam and Eve were separated from God.

-Adam and Eve were separated from God who gave them life.



-Adam and Eve were no longer able to be with God.

-Adam and Eve were no longer able to live with God.



-Adam and Eve had to live separated from God.



-God is holy.

-God cannot live with sin.

-God’s punishment for sin is death.



-Adam and Eve are the father and mother of all people.



-Because Adam and Eve died, all people die.



-Because Adam and Eve were separated from God, all people are separated from God.



-God is holy.

-God cannot live with sin.

-God’s punishment for sin is death.

7


LESSON 14



1.  What did Adam and Eve do after they disobeyed God?

-They made themselves clothes of leaves.



2.  Why did Adam and Eve make themselves clothes of leaves?

-Because they tried to hide their sin.



3.  Can anyone hide their sin from God?

-No.

-No one can hide their sin from God.



4.  Why did God refuse the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made?

-God wanted to teach Adam and Eve that they were not able to do anything to make themselves acceptable to God.



5.  Can we make ourselves acceptable to God by the clothes that we put on?

-No.



6.  Can we make ourselves acceptable to God by the works that we do?

-No.



7.  Who is the only One who was able to make Adam and Eve acceptable to God?

-God.



8.  Why did God kill animals to make clothes for Adam and Eve?

-God was teaching Adam and Eve.



9.  What was God teaching Adam and Eve?

-That disobedience brings death.

-That sin brings death.

-That the punishment for sin is death.



10.  Why did God make clothes for Adam and Eve?

-Because God loved Adam and Eve.



11.  Why did God not allow Adam and Eve to put on the clothes themselves?

-God was teaching Adam and Eve that only God can cover people.

-God was teaching Adam and Even that He will not accept those who follow their own way.



12.  What did God do so that Adam and Eve would never return to the Garden of Eden?

-God placed angels called cherubim and a flaming sword at the entrance of the Garden of Eden.



-What happened to Adam and Eve after God sent them out of the Garden of Eden?



Let’s read Genesis 4:1



1-Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.  She said, “With the help of the LORD, I have brought forth a man.”



-After God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, Eve gave birth to a boy.



-Eve named her first son Cain.



-Why did Eve say that she brought forth a son with the help of the Lord?



-Because Eve knew that God is the Giver of all life.



-Who alone gives life to all people?

-God.



-God alone gives life to all people.



-God alone gave life to you as well.



Let’s read Genesis 4:2



2-Later, Eve gave birth to his brother Abel.



-Later, Eve gave birth to a second son.



-Eve named her second son Abel.



-Where were Cain and Abel born?



-Outside of the Garden of Eden.



-Why were Cain and Abel born outside of the Garden of Eden?



-Because their father, Adam, and their mother, Eve, sinned and disobeyed God, God sent them out of the Garden of Eden.



-Because Adam and Eve were sent out of the Garden of Eden, their children were born outside of the Garden of Eden.



-Because Adam and Eve now lived outside of the Garden of Eden, their children were born outside of the Garden of Eden.



-Here are two illustrations:



-If your parents are black, are you also born black?

-Yes.



-If your parents are white, are you also born white?

-Yes.



-Because God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, Cain and Abel were born outside of the Garden of Eden.





-Because God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, where are all people born?



-Outside of the Garden of Eden.



-Cain and Abel were born outside of the Garden of Eden.

-All people are born outside of the Garden of Eden.



-Outside of the Garden of Eden is sickness.

-Outside of the Garden of Eden is hate.



-Outside of the Garden of Eden is sin.

-Outside of the Garden of Eden is death.



-All people are born outside of the Garden of Eden.



-All people are born into sickness.

-All people are born into hate.



-All people are born into sin.

-All people are born into death.



-All people are born separated from God.



-All people are born as slaves of Satan.

-All people are born with Satan as their master.



-Why are all people born with Satan as their master?



-Because our father Adam disobeyed God and sinned.

-Because our father Adam listened to Satan.



-Here is another illustration:



-Suppose there is an enemy tribe who wants to kill all of your tribe.



-One day, a man in your tribe goes to the enemy tribe, lives with them, becomes like them, and marries one of their girls.



-When they have children, whom will the children be like?

-The enemy tribe.



-Because our father, Adam, listened to Satan and became a slave of Satan, all people are born as slaves of Satan.



-Because our father, Adam, listened to Satan and Satan became his master, all people are born with Satan as their master.



-One day, Cain and Abel brought a sacrifice to God.



Let’s read Genesis 4:3



3-In the course of time, Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.



-What did Cain bring as a sacrifice to God?



-Cain brought grain as a sacrifice to God.



-What did Abel bring as a sacrifice to God?



Let’s read Genesis 4:4a



4-But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.



-Abel brought a sheep as a sacrifice to God.



-Why did Cain and Abel bring sacrifices to God?



-Because God told Cain and Abel that they must bring a sacrifice in order to come to God.



-Cain and Abel were not able to go to God on their own.



-Why were Cain and Abel not able to go to God on their own?



-Because they had sinned and were separated from God.



-Because God hates sin and punishes all sin with death.



-Because Cain and Abel were not able to go to God, God made a way for them to go to Him.



-What was the way that God made for Cain and Abel to go to Him?



-God asked Cain and Abel to sacrifice a sheep.



-Why did God ask Cain and Abel to sacrifice a sheep?



-God wanted to teach Cain and Abel.



-What did God want to teach Cain and Abel?



-God wanted Cain and Abel to see the blood of the sheep, and know that sin brings death.



-God wanted Cain and Abel to see the blood of the sheep, and know that the punishment for sin is death.



-Was the blood of the sheep able to save Cain and Abel?

-No.



-Why was the blood of the sheep not able to save Cain and Abel?



-Because the sheep did not sin.

-Because only Cain and Abel sinned.



-Because the blood of animals cannot pay for the sins of men.



-God also wanted to teach Cain and Abel that God alone was able to save them.



-God also wanted to teach Cain and Abel that they were able to come to God only according to God’s way.



-What did God think about Abel and his sacrifice?



Let’s read Genesis 4:4b



4-The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering.



-Why did God accept Abel and his sacrifice?



-Because Abel obeyed God.

-Because Abel brought a sheep as a sacrifice to God.



-Because Abel came to God only according to God’s way.



-What did Abel know about himself?



-Abel knew that he was born into sin.

-Abel knew that his sin must be punished by death.



-What did Abel know about God?



-Abel knew that God is holy.

-Abel knew that God punishes all sin with death.

-Abel knew that God alone was able to save him.



-Abel also trusted God to send the Savior to save him from his sins.



-Therefore, Abel obeyed God and brought a sheep as a sacrifice.



-Because Abel obeyed God, God accepted Abel’s sacrifice.



-Because Abel came to God God’s way, God accepted Abel’s sacrifice.



-What did God think about Cain and his sacrifice?



Let’s read Genesis 4:5



5-But on Cain and his offering, the LORD did not look with favor.  So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.



-Why did God reject Cain and his sacrifice?



-Was it because God does not like grain?

-No.



-God is the One who created the grain.



-Why did God reject Cain and his sacrifice?



-Because Cain disobeyed God.



-Because Cain did not bring a sheep as a sacrifice to God.



-Because Cain tried to go to God his way, and not God’s way.



-What did Cain think about himself?



-Cain did not think that he was born into sin.

-Cain did not think that his sin must be punished by death.



-What did Cain think about God?



-Cain did not think that God is holy.

-Cain did not think that God punishes all sin with death.

-Cain did not think that God alone was able to save him.



-Cain also did not think that he needed a Savior to save him from his sins.



-Cain did not want the Savior to come to save him from his sins.



-Because Cain disobeyed God, God did not accept Cain’s sacrifice.



-Because Cain did not come to God God’s way, God did not accept Cain’s sacrifice.



-Do you remember why God rejected the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made for themselves?



-Because God wanted Adam and Eve to know that there was nothing that they were able to do to make themselves acceptable to God.



-God also wanted Cain to know that there was nothing that he was able to do to make himself acceptable to God.



-What did God say to Cain after He had rejected Cain’s sacrifice?



Let’s read Genesis 4:6-7



6-Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry?  Why is your face downcast?

7-If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?  But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”



-After God rejected Cain’s sacrifice, why did God speak with Cain?



-Because God loved Cain.

-Because God wanted Cain to confess his sins.



-God wanted to help Cain to know that he was not able to come to God his way.



-God wanted to help Cain to know that he was only able to come to God God’s way.



-God wanted to help Cain so that he would not die in the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Did Cain listen to God?



Let’s read Genesis 4:8



8-Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”  And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.



-Did Cain listen to God?

-No.



-To whom did Cain listen?

-Cain listened to Satan.



-What did Cain do?

-Cain became angry, and killed his brother, Abel.



-Satan wanted Adam and Eve to die.

-Satan also wanted Cain to kill Abel.



-Satan hates all people.



-Satan wants all people to die.

-Satan wants to kill all people.



-Satan told Cain to kill his brother Abel, and Cain listened to Satan.



-Just like Adam and Eve listened to Satan, Cain too listened to Satan.



-Did God see what Cain did?

-Yes.

-God sees everything, and knows everything.



-What did God say to Cain after Cain killed his brother Abel?



Let’s read Genesis 4:9



9-Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  “I don’t know,” Cain replied.  “Am I my brother’s keeper?”



-Why did God ask Cain this question?



-God wanted Cain to confess his sin.



-God wanted Cain to admit that he had disobeyed God.



-God wanted Cain to admit that he had listened to Satan.



-What else did God say to Cain?



Let’s read Genesis 4:10-12



10-The LORD said, “What have you done?  Listen!  Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.

11-Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.

12-When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you.  You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”



-Did God punish Cain’s sin?

-Yes.



-God punishes all sin.

-There is not one sin that God does not punish.



-How did God punish Cain’s sin?



-God cursed Cain.



-Also, if Cain were to cultivate the soil, it would no longer yield any harvest.



-Also, Cain would be a restless wanderer on the earth.



-Because Cain did not listen to God, but listened to Satan, God sent Cain away.



Let’s read Genesis 4:16



16-So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.



-Cain refused to listen to God.



-Therefore, God sent Cain away.



-Cain also refused to repent of his sin.



-Therefore, God sent Cain away.



-Later, when Cain died, he went to eternal punishment.



-It is very foolish to refuse to listen to God.

-It is very foolish to refuse to repent of sin.



-Do not be like Cain.



-Cain refused to think that he was born into sin.



-Cain refused to think that his sin must be punished by death.



-Cain did not follow the way of God.



-Cain followed his own way, and went to eternal punishment.
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LESSON 15



1.  Who alone gives life to all people?

-God.



2.  Where were Cain and Abel born?

-Outside of the Garden of Eden.



3.  Why were Cain and Abel born outside of the Garden of Eden?

-Because their father, Adam, and their mother, Eve, sinned and disobeyed God.



4.  Because God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, where are all people born?

-Outside of the Garden of Eden.



5.  Why did God accept Abel and his sacrifice?

-Because Abel obeyed God.

-Because Abel brought a sheep as a sacrifice to God.

-Because Abel came to God only according to God’s way.



6.  What did Abel know about himself?

-Abel knew that he was born into sin.

-Abel knew that his sin must be punished by death.



7.  What did Abel know about God?

-Abel knew that God is holy.

-Abel knew that God punishes all sin with death.

-Abel knew that God alone was able to save him.

-Abel also trusted God to send the Savior to save him from his sins.



8.  Why did God reject Cain and his sacrifice?

-Because Cain disobeyed God.

-Because Cain did not bring a sheep as a sacrifice to God.

-Because Cain tried to go to God his way, and not God’s way.



9.  What did Cain think about himself?

-Cain did not think that he was born into sin.

-Cain did not think that his sin must be punished by death.



10.  What did Cain think about God?

-Cain did not think that God is holy.

-Cain did not think that God punishes all sin with death.

-Cain did not think that God alone was able to save him.

-Cain also did not think that he needed a Savior to save him from his sins.



11.  After God rejected Cain’s sacrifice, why did God speak with Cain?

-Because God loved Cain.

-Because God wanted Cain to confess his sin.



12.  Did Cain listen to God?

-No.



13.  To whom did Cain listen?

-Cain listened to Satan.



14.  What did Cain do?

-Cain became angry, and killed his brother, Abel.



15.  Did God see what Cain did?

-Yes.

-God sees everything and knows everything.



16.  Did God punish Cain’s sin?

-Yes.

-God punishes all sin.

-There is not one sin that God does not punish.



-Let’s read what Cain did after God sent him away:



Let’s read Genesis 4:16-19 & 23



16-So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence, and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

17-Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.

18-To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.

19-Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah.

23-Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words.  I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for injuring me.”



-Cain refused to listen to God.

-Cain only listened to Satan.



-Cain’s descendants followed Cain’s example.



-Cain’s descendants also refused to listen to God.

-Cain’s descendants also only listened to Satan.



-Cain’s descendants refused to follow the way of God.

-Cain’s descendants only followed their own way.



-Just like Cain killed his brother, Abel, one of Cain’s descendants, Lamech, killed a man.



-Because Cain refused to listen to God, Cain’s descendants followed Cain’s example, and also refused to listen to God.



-It is important for all of us to listen to God.



-If we do not listen to God, our children will also follow our example, and refuse to listen to God.



-Cain and his descendants did not live for God.



-What did Cain and his descendants live for?

-They only lived for pleasure, money and material possessions.



-We should not live for money and material possessions.

-Money and material possessions will not save us.



-Only God can save us.

-Only God can save us from Satan’s power.



-Because Cain killed Abel, God gave Adam and Eve another son.



-Adam and Eve named him Seth.



Let’s read Genesis 4:25



25-Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”



-Do you remember that after Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God promised to send the Savior to save people from Satan?



-God planned to send the Savior through Abel’s line because Abel believed in God.



-But Satan persuaded Cain to kill Abel.



-Satan persuaded Cain to kill Abel because he did not want God to send the Savior to save people from Satan.



-Because Cain killed Abel, did Satan stop God from doing what God decided to do?

-No.



-No one can stop God from doing what He decides to do.



-Because Cain killed Abel, did God forget His promise to send the Savior?

-No.



-God never forgets His promises.



-Why did God give Adam and Eve another son who was called Seth?



-Because Cain killed Abel, God decided to send the Savior through the line of Seth.



-God will always finish the work that He begins.



-No one can stop God.

-Not even Satan can stop God.  



-Seth grew up and married.

-Seth’s wife gave birth to a son.



-Seth called his son Enosh.



Let’s read Genesis 4:26



26-Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh.  At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD.



-God tells us in His Bible that when a child was born to Seth, Seth’s family began to call on God and believe in Him.



-Everyone who calls on God and goes to God God’s way, God will accept them.



-Black or white, rich or poor, young or old, man or woman.



-Whoever calls on God and goes to God God’s way, God will accept them.



-Even though Seth and his family believed in God, many other people did not believe in God.



-After many more years, Adam died.



Let’s read Genesis 5:4-5



4-After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters.

5-Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.



-Why did Adam die?

-Because Adam disobeyed God, and listened to Satan.



-Eve also died.



-Why did Eve die?

-Because Eve also disobeyed God, and listened to Satan.



-In the beginning, there was no death in the world.



-God did not want Adam and Eve to die.

-God did not want anyone to die.



-Why do all people die?

-Because of our sin.



-What is God’s punishment for sin?

-Death.



-God now tells us in His Bible a story about a descendant of Seth’s called Enoch.



Let’s read Genesis 5:22-23



22-Enoch became the father of Methuselah, and Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.

23-Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years.



-Although Enoch also was born a sinner, Enoch believed in God and obeyed God.



-What did Enoch know about himself?



-Enoch knew that he was born a child of Adam and Eve.

-Enoch knew that he was born outside the Garden of Eden.



-Enoch knew that he was born into sin.

-Enoch knew that he was born into death.



-What did Enoch know about God?



-Enoch knew that God was holy.



-Enoch knew that God punishes all sin with death.

-Enoch knew that only God was able to save him.



-Enoch believed that God would send the Savior to save people from Satan.



-Enoch also told other people to believe in God.

-But most of the people refused to listen to Enoch.



-Most of the people refused to believe in God.



-One day, something strange happened to Enoch.



Let’s read Genesis 5:24



24-Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.



-What strange thing happened to Enoch?



-God took Enoch to heaven to be with God.



-What is heaven like?



-Heaven is a beautiful place where there are no sadness or tears.



-Heaven is a beautiful place where there is no sickness or death.



-Heaven is where God and His angels are living.



-Have many of you been to America?

-No.



-Even though many of you have not been to America, America is still there.



-Even though none of us have been to heaven, heaven is also still there.



-Where is heaven?

-Heaven is a long way past the sun, the moon, and the stars.



-Why did God take Enoch to heaven?



-Did Enoch never sin?

-No.



-Enoch was a descendant of Adam and Eve, just like all people.

-Enoch was born into sin, just like all people.



-Why did God take Enoch to heaven?



-Because Enoch obeyed God.

-Because Enoch came to God God’s way alone.



-Because God created all people, God is the owner of all people.



-Because God created all people, God can do whatever He desires with all people.



-Because God created Enoch, and Enoch obeyed God, God took Enoch to heaven.



-Enoch did not die.



-Before Enoch died, God took him to heaven.



-Enoch is the only one who did not die, and God took him to heaven.



-The name of Enoch’s son was Methuselah.



Let’s read Genesis 5:25-27



25-When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of Lamech.

26-And after he became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 782 years and had other sons and daughters.

27-Altogether, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died.



-Enoch’s son Methuselah lived longer than anyone else in the world.



-Methuselah lived to be 969 years old.



Let’s read Genesis 5:28-29 & 32



28-When Methuselah’s son Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son.

29-He named him Noah and said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.”

32-After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.



-The name of Methuselah’s grandson was Noah.



-We will learn about Noah and his sons in the next lesson.
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LESSON 16



1.  What did Cain and his descendants live for?

-They only lived for pleasure, money, and material possessions.



2.  Because Cain killed Abel, did Satan stop God from doing that which God decided to do?

-No.

-No one can stop God from doing that which He decides to do.



3.  Because Cain killed Abel, did God forget His promise to send the Savior?

-No.

-God never forgets His promises.



4.  Why did God give Adam and Eve another son who was called Seth?

-Because Cain killed Abel, God decided to send the Savior through the line of Seth.



5.  Why did Adam and Eve die?

-Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God and listened to Satan.



6.  Why do all people die?

-Because of our sin.



7.  What is God’s punishment for sin?

-Death.



8.  What did Enoch know about himself?

-Enoch knew that he was born a child of Adam and Eve.

-Enoch knew that he was born outside the Garden of Eden.

-Enoch knew that he was born into sin.

-Enoch knew that he was born into death.



9.  What did Enoch know about God?

-Enoch knew that God was holy.

-Enoch knew that God punishes all sin with death.

-Enoch knew that only God was able to save him.

-Enoch believed that God would send the Savior to save people from Satan.



10.  What strange thing happened to Enoch?

-God took Enoch to heaven to be with God.



11.  What is heaven like?

-Heaven is a beautiful place where there is no sadness or tears, no sickness or death.



12.  Why did God take Enoch to heaven?

-Because Enoch obeyed God.

-Because Enoch came to God God’s way alone.



-After God took Enoch to heaven, many more years passed, and many more people were born on earth.



-While the descendants of Seth and Enoch continued to follow God, most of the other people listened only to Satan.



Let’s read Genesis 6:1-2



1-When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them,

2-the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.



-Who were the sons of God?



-They were the sons of the line of Seth.

-They were the men who believed in God.



-Who were the daughters of men?



-They were the daughters of the line of Cain.

-They were the women who did not believe in God.



-What did the sons of the line of Seth do to the daughters of the line of Cain?



-The sons of the line of Seth began to marry the daughters of the line of Cain.



-The men who believed in God began to marry women who did not believe in God.



-What happened when the sons of the line of Seth began to marry the daughters of the line of Cain?



-More and more people did not want to listen to God.

-More and more people listened only to Satan.



-More and more people did not follow the way of God.

-More and more people only followed their own way.



-Do you think that God was happy that more and more people did not want to listen to Him?			



Let’s read Genesis 6:3



3-Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal;  his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”



-God was not happy that more and more people did not want to listen to Him.



-Why did God want the people to listen to him?

-So that the people would not be destroyed.



-Therefore, God said He would speak to the people for only 120 years.



-If the people still refused to follow the way of God, what would God do?



-God would punish them with death.



-How was God speaking to the people?



-God the Holy Spirit was speaking to the people in their minds.



-What was God the Holy Spirit saying to the people?



-God the Holy Spirit was saying to the people to listen to God, and not to Satan.



-God the Holy Spirit was also saying to the people to follow the way of God, and not to follow their own way.



-Does Satan also speak to people in their minds?

-Yes.



-What does Satan say to people?



-Satan tells people not to listen to God.



-Why does Satan not want people to listen to God?



-Satan does not want people to listen to God so that they will be destroyed.



-If you refuse to listen to God speaking to you in your mind, then God will punish you.



-Is it not better to listen to God than to Satan?



-Even though God the Holy Spirit was speaking to the people, did the people listen to God?



Let’s read Genesis 6:11



        11-Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.



-Even though God the Holy Spirit was speaking to the people, most of the people refused to listen to God.



-And the earth became full of their violence.



-What were the people of Noah’s time like?



-They were selfish.

-They were greedy.



-They were jealous of other people.

-They tricked other people.



-They lied to other people.

-They spoke evil of other people.

-They hated other people.



-They were wicked.

-They were violent.



-They fought with other people.

-They killed many people.



-They did not want God’s path.

-They only wanted their own path.



-Are the people of today like the people of Noah’s time?

-Yes.



-Are people today selfish and greedy?

-Yes.



-Do people today lie to other people and speak evil of them?

-Yes.



-Do people today fight with other people and kill them?

-Yes.



-Do people today want their own path and not God’s path?

-Yes.



-Those people were born sinners because they were the descendants of Adam and Eve.



-The people of today are also born sinners because they are the descendants of Adam and Eve.



-All people are born sinners because we are the descendants of Adam and Eve.



-Did God see the sins of the people?



Let’s read Genesis 6:5 & 12



5-The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.

12-God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.



-Yes, God saw all of their sins.



-God sees each and every sin.



-No one can hide any sin from God, because God is everywhere.



-God sees all sin, and punishes all sin.

-God sees all sin, and punishes all sin with death.



-What did God think when He saw all of the people’s sin?



Let’s read Genesis 6:6-7



6-The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain, 

7-So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and the birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them.”



-God was very sad because of all of the people’s sin.



-Because the earth was full of the people’s sin, what did God decide to do?



-God decided to destroy all of the people on earth.



-Because the earth was full of the people’s sin, God decided to destroy all of the living beings on earth.



-Do you think God was only talking?



-Or do you think that God would do what He said He would do?



-God told Adam and Eve that they would die and be separated from God if they ate of the fruit which He had forbidden.



-Was God only talking or did God do what He said He would do?

-God did what He said He would do.



-God told Cain and Abel that they must come to God in God’s own way or be rejected.



-Was God only talking or did God do what He said He would do?

-God did what He said He would do.



-God is not like people.



-People say that they will do something, but then they do not do it.



-God, however, is not like people.

-God always does what He says He will do.



-Because of God’s love and mercy, there was one man whom God was not going to destroy.



Let’s read Genesis 6:8-10



8-But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

9-This is the account of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.

10-Noah had three sons:  Shem, Ham and Japheth.



-Why did God decide not to destroy Noah?

-Was it because Noah had not sinned?

-No.



-Noah was born a sinner just like all people.

-Noah was born a slave of Satan just like all people.



-Why did God decide not to destroy Noah?



-Because Noah did not listen to Satan.

-Because Noah listened to God.



-Because Noah did not follow his own way.

-Because Noah followed only the way of God.



-Because Noah was waiting for the Savior.



-Why did God decide to save Noah?



-Because Noah knew that he had been born into sin.

-Because Noah knew that he had sinned against God.



-Because Noah knew that God punishes all sin with death.



-Because Noah knew that God alone was able to save him.



-Because Noah knew that God would send the Savior to save him from his sins.



-Because of God’s grace, God decided not to destroy Noah.



-What is grace?



-Here is an illustration:



-A thief stole many times from his neighbor.



-One day, the thief was caught in a flooded river.

-The thief was almost drowning in the river.



-But his neighbor saw the thief, pulled him from the river, and rescued him.



-Even though the thief had stolen many times, the neighbor rescued him.



-Even though the thief deserved to drown, the neighbor rescued him.



-This is grace.

-This is how God saves us if we only believe in Him.



-Because Noah believed in God, and God decided to save Noah, God gave Noah a command.



Let’s read Genesis 6:13-14



13-So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.

14-So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it, and coat it with pitch inside and out.”



-What did God command Noah to do?

-God commanded Noah to build a boat.



-Why did God command Noah to build a boat?

-Because God was going to send a flood to destroy all of life on the earth.



-God gave many commands to Noah about how to build the boat.



Let’s read Genesis 6:15-21



15-God said to Noah:  “This is how you are to build it:  The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.

16-Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top.  Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle, and upper decks.

17-I am going to bring flood waters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it.  Everything on earth will perish.

18-But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.

19-You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you.

20-Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal, and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive.

21-You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”



-God commanded Noah to build the boat at an exact length.



-God commanded Noah to build the boat at an exact width.



-God commanded Noah to build the boat at an exact height.



-Did God want Noah to build the boat according to Noah’s way?

-No.



-God did not want Noah to build the boat according to Noah’s way.



-How did God want Noah to build the boat?

-Exactly as God commanded.



-God wanted Noah to build the boat exactly as God commanded.



-God wanted Noah to build the boat according to God’s way alone.



-Adam and Eve’s clothes had to be made according to God’s way alone.



-Cain and Abel’s sacrifice had to be made according to God’s way alone.



-Noah’s boat also had to be made according to God’s way alone.



-How many boats did God command Noah to build?

-Only one.



-There was only one boat in which Noah would be saved.

-There was no other boat in which Noah would be saved.



-How many doors did God command Noah to build into the boat?

-Only one.



-There was only one door into which Noah would enter and be saved.



-There was no other door into which Noah would enter and be saved.



-Do you think that Noah obeyed God?



Let’s read Genesis 6:22



22-Noah did everything just as God had commanded him.



-Noah believed God.

-Noah believed that God does not lie.



-Noah believed that God would send a flood just like God said.



-Therefore, Noah built the boat exactly like God said.



-Even though Noah had never seen rain before, what did Noah believe?



-That God would send a flood.



-Even though no one on earth had ever seen rain before, what did Noah believe?



-That God would send a flood.



-What did Noah do while he was building the boat?



-As Noah was building the boat, he told the people to listen to God.



-As Noah was building the boat, he told the people to believe in God.



-As Noah was building the boat, he told the people that God was going to send a flood to destroy the earth.



-Just like I am telling you about God, Noah also told the people about God.



-Do you think that the people listened to Noah?



-We will find out in the next lesson.
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LESSON 17



1.  What happened when the sons of the line of Seth began to marry the daughters of the line of Cain?

-More and more people did not want to listen to God.

-More and more people listened only to Satan.



2.  God said He would speak to the people for only 120 years, and if they still refused to follow God, what would God do?

-God would punish them with death.



3.  How was God speaking to the people?

-God the Holy Spirit was speaking to the people in their minds.



4.  What was God the Holy Spirit saying to the people?

-To listen to God and not to Satan.

-To follow the way of God and not their own way.



5.  What were the people of Noah’s time like? 

-They were selfish and greedy.

-They were wicked and violent.

-They did not want God’s path.

-They only wanted their own path.

                                                               

6.  Did God see the sins of the people?

-Yes, God saw all of their sins.



7.  Because the earth was full of the people’s sin, what did God decide to do?

-To destroy all of the living beings on earth.



8.  Why did God decide to save Noah?

-Noah knew he had been born into sin.

-Noah knew he had sinned against God.

-Noah knew God punishes all sin with death.

-Noah knew God alone was able to save him.

-Noah knew God would send the Savior to save him from his sins.



9.  What did God command Noah to do?

-To build a boat.



10.  Did God want Noah to build the boat according to Noah’s way?

-No.



11.  How did God want Noah to build the boat?

-Exactly as God commanded.



12.  How many boats did God command Noah to build?

-Only one.



13.  How many doors did God command Noah to build into the boat?

-Only one.



14.  Even though no one on earth had ever seen rain before, what did Noah believe?

-That God would send a flood.



15.  What did Noah do while he was building the boat?

-Noah was telling the people to listen to and believe in God.



-God told Noah that He was going to send a flood to destroy all the people who did not believe in God.



-Does God forget to do what He says He will do?

-No.

-Does God always do what He says He will do?

-Yes.



-Here is an illustration:



-One day, your child breaks your pot.



-You become very angry with your child.

-You tell your child you will punish him later.



-Later, you forget to punish your child.

-Later, you also forget that your child broke your pot.



-But God is not like people.

-People forget, but God does not forget.



-God told Adam that he would die if he ate the fruit.



-Did Adam die when he ate the fruit?

-Yes.

-Did God forget what He told Adam?

-No.

-Did God do what He said He would do?

-Yes.



-God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden.



-God is not like people.



-God never forgets to do what He says He will do.

-God will always do what He says He will do.



-God does not forget about sin.

-God does not forget about punishing sin.



-God punishes each and every sin.

-God punishes each and every sin with death.



-God waited for the people to believe in Him.



-How long did God wait for the people in Noah’s time to believe in Him?

-120 years.



-While God waited for the people to believe in Him, did his anger with their sin decrease?

-No.



-While God waited for the people to believe in Him, his anger with their sin only increased.



-God’s anger with sin only increases.

-God’s anger with sin only increases until the time comes for God to punish sin.



-What did God say to Noah after Noah finished building the boat?



Let’s read Genesis 7:1-4



1-The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.

2-Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate,

3-and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth.

4-Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.”



-After Noah finished building the boat, what did God tell Noah to do?



-God told Noah to take his family and enter the boat.

-God also told Noah to take animals into the boat.



-The time had come for God to destroy the people.



-Why was God going to destroy the people?



-The people did not believe that they were sinners.

-The people did not believe that their sin merited eternal death.



-The people did not believe that God alone would save them.

-The people did not believe in God’s promise to send the Savior.



-God waited 120 years for the people to turn from their own path to follow God’s path.



-But the people only wanted their own path.



-God waited for 120 years.



-God would wait no longer.

-It was time for God to punish the people.



-Today, God is still the same.



-God is waiting for the people to turn from their own path to follow God’s path.



-One day, God will wait no longer.

-One day, God will punish all the people.



Let’s read Genesis 7:7-11



7-And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood.

8-Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground,

9-male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah.

10-And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.

11-In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month--on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.



-How did Noah and his family enter the boat?

-By the only door.



-How did all of the animals enter the boat?

-By the only door.



-This was the only door to be saved.

-This was the only door to escape the punishment of God.



-Did God save Noah because Noah was good?

-No.



-God saved Noah because Noah believed that he has sinned.

-God saved Noah because Noah believed that his sin merited eternal death.



-God saved Noah because Noah believed that only God would save him.



-God saved Noah because Noah believed God’s promise to send the Savior.



-What happened after Noah and his family and all the animals entered the boat?



Let’s read Genesis 7:16b



16-Then the LORD shut Noah in.



-After Noah and his family and all the animals entered the boat, what did God do?



-God shut the door.



-Why did God shut the door?



-So that those inside would be safe.

-So that those outside would die.



-If the people outside would cry, was Noah able to open the door?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because God shut the door.



-When God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, were they able to get back in?

-No.

-Why not?



-Because God shut them out of the garden by placing an angel and a flaming sword at the entrance.



-Can anyone escape God’s punishment?

-No.



-When God decides to punish people, no one can escape.



-After God shut the door of the boat, He sent the rain.



Let’s read Genesis 7:17-20



17-For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth.

18-The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water.

19-They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered.

20-The waters rose and covered mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.



-How did God make the flood cover the entire earth?



-In the beginning, God separated the waters.



-God left some of the water on the earth, and placed some of the water above the sky.



-To make the flood cover the entire earth, God caused all the water that He placed above the sky to rain down.



-Had the people ever seen rain before?

-No.



-Even though the people had never seen rain before, God caused it to rain for 40 days.



-The whole earth became covered with water.



-Even the highest mountains and tallest trees were covered with water.



-God can do everything.

-Nothing is impossible for God.

-God alone is all powerful.



-What happened to all who were outside the boat?



Let’s read Genesis 7:21-23



21-Every living thing that moved on the earth perished--birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.

22-Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.

23-Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth.  Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.



-What happened to all of the animals outside of the boat?

-They all died.



-What happened to all of the people outside of the boat?

-They all died.



-Most people today do not believe they are sinners.

-Most people today do not believe their sin merits eternal death.



-Most people today do not believe that God alone can save them.



-Most people today do not believe the promise of God to send the Savior.



-Most people today listen to Satan and not God.

-Most people today love their sin.



-Are you like most people, or are you like Noah?



-Was anyone outside the boat saved?

-No.



-God said that all the people outside the boat would die.

-God always does what He says He will do.



-What did God do after all the people outside the boat died?



Let’s read Genesis 8:1-4 & 14-19



1-But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and He sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.

2-Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky.

3-The water receded steadily from the earth.  At the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down,

4-and on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.

14-By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry.

15-Then God said to Noah,

16-“Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives.

17-Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you--the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground--so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it.”

18-So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.

19-All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds--everything that moves on the earth--came out of the ark, one kind after another.



-God remembered Noah and his family in the boat.

-God stopped the rain, and sent a wind to dry the earth.



-Some people believe that the demons control the rain and the wind.

-That is a lie.



-Only God made the rain and the wind.

-Only God is the chief of the rain and the wind.



-God protected Noah and his family in the boat.

-God protected all the animals in the boat.



-Did anyone inside the boat die?

-No.



-God said that He would save Noah and his family.

-God always does what He says He will do.



-What did Noah do after he left the boat?



Let’s read Genesis 8:20-22



20-Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.

21-The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart:  “Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.  And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.

22-As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”



-Because Noah was so happy that God saved him, Noah sacrificed to God.



-Why did God accept Noah’s sacrifice?



-Because Noah believed in God.

-Because Noah turned from his own path to follow God’s path.



-Did the blood of the animals pay for Noah’s sin?

-No.

-The blood taught Noah that the punishment for sin is eternal death.



-What did God do after Noah sacrificed to God?



Let’s read Genesis 9:1-3



1-Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.

2-The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.

3-Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.  Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”



-God blessed Noah and his family.



-God also made Noah and all people chief over all the animals, the birds, and the fish.



-God also gave Noah a sign.



Let’s read Genesis 9:8 & 11-13



8-Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:

11-“I establish my covenant with you:  Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12-And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come:

13-I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”



-What sign did God give Noah and all people?

-A rainbow.



-What does the sign of the rainbow mean?



-The rainbow means that God will never again destroy the earth with a flood.



-Has God kept His promise not to destroy the earth again by flood?

-Yes.



-Since the time of Noah, God has never destroyed all of the earth and everything in it by a flood.



Let’s read Genesis 9:18-19



18-The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

19-These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were scattered over the earth.



-Who were the sons of Noah who are the forefathers of all people on the earth?



-Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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LESSON 18



1.  God told Noah that He was going to send a flood to destroy all the people who did not believe in God.  Does God forget to do what He says He will do?

-No.



2.  Does God always do what He says He will do?

-Yes.



3.  How long did God wait for the people in Noah’s time to believe in Him?

-120 years.



4.  While God waited for the people to believe in Him, did His anger with their sin decrease?

-No.

-God’s anger with sin only increases until the time comes for God to punish sin.



5.  After Noah finished building the boat, what did God tell Noah to do?

-God told Noah to take his family and enter the boat.

-God also told Noah to take animals into the boat.



6.  How did Noah and his family enter the boat?

-By the only door.



7.  How did all of the animals enter the boat?

-By the only door.



8.  After Noah and his family and all the animals entered the boat, what did God do?

-God shut the door.



9.  Why did God shut the door?

-So that those inside would be safe.

-So that those outside would not enter, but die.



10.  Can anyone escape God’s punishment?

-No.



11.  How did God make the flood cover the entire earth?

-To make the flood cover the entire earth, God caused all the water that He placed above the sky to rain down.



12.  Had the people ever seen rain before?

-No.



13.  What happened to all of the animals outside of the boat?

-They all died.



14.  What happened to all of the people outside of the boat?

-They all died.



15.  Did anyone inside the boat die?

-No.



16. What sign did God give Noah and all people?

-A rainbow.



17.  What does the sign of the rainbow mean?

-The rainbow means that God will never again destroy the earth with a flood.



18.  Has God kept His promise not to destroy the earth again by flood?

-Yes.



19.  Who were the sons of Noah who are the forefathers of all people on the earth?

-Shem, Ham, and Japheth.



-After God saved Noah and his family from the flood, many years passed.



-Many years passed, and many children were born, until many people lived on the earth once again.



-Who were the people who were born after Noah?

-They were your ancestors and my ancestors.



-Did our ancestors know about God?

-Yes.



-How did our ancestors know about God?



-Firstly, our ancestors knew about God because the older people told the younger people about God and the flood.



-What did the older people tell the younger people about God and the flood?



-The older people told the younger people that God hates sin, and had, therefore, destroyed all of the people except Noah and his family.



-How else did our ancestors know about God?



-Secondly, our ancestors knew about God because the rainbow told them about God.



-What did the rainbow tell our ancestors about God?



-That God loves people, and that He will never destroy the earth again with a flood.



-How else did our ancestors know about God?



-Thirdly, our ancestors knew about God because the sky, the mountains, the rivers, and the trees told them about God.



-What did the sky, the mountains, the rivers, and the trees tell our ancestors about God?



-That God alone is God, and that people should follow God alone.



-Does the rainbow still tell us about God today?

-Yes.



-Do the sky, the mountains, the rivers, and the trees still tell us about God today?

-Yes.



-Although our ancestors knew about God, did most of them believe in God?

-No.

-Only a few of our ancestors believed in God.



-Instead of following God, whom did most of our ancestors follow?



-Most of our ancestors followed Satan and his lies.



-Most of our ancestors were under Satan’s control.



-What did Satan tell our ancestors to do?



-Satan told our ancestors to sacrifice to the sun, moon, and stars.



-Satan also told our ancestors to sacrifice to the spirits of the trees, the spirits of the rivers, and the spirits of the dead.



-Our ancestors also carved wood and rock to look like people and animals, and sacrifice to them.



-Satan was leading our ancestors not to believe in God.

-Satan was leading our ancestors to rebel against God.



-Satan was leading our ancestors to sacrifice to the sun, moon, and stars.



-Satan was leading our ancestors to sacrifice to the spirits of the trees, the spirits of the rivers, and the spirits of the dead.



-Satan does not want anyone to worship God.



-Our ancestors did not want God to lead them.

-Our ancestors wanted only to follow Satan and other people.



-After the flood, one of our ancestors whom the people followed was named Nimrod.



-Nimrod commanded the people to build many cities.



-One of the cities which the people built was called Babel.



-In the city of Babel, Nimrod commanded the people to build a tall tower which would reach up to God.



Let’s read Genesis 11:1-4



1-Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.

2-As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.

3-They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”  They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.

4-Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”



-God told Adam and Noah to fill the earth, and to live in different parts of the earth.



-God also told the people after Noah to fill the earth, and to live in different parts of the earth.



-Why did God not want the people to all live together in one place?



-God did not want the people to all live together in one place so that they would forget about God.



-God did not want the people to all live together in one place so that their sins would become very many.



-God wanted the people to fill the earth, but the people wanted to all live together in one place.



-The people did not want to live in different parts of the world.

-The people wanted to all live together.



-Therefore, the people all moved to the city of Babel, and began to build a tall tower.



-Why did the people begin to build a tall tower at Babel?



-Because the people were very proud.

-Because the people wanted to make a name for themselves.



-When the people began to build the tall tower, did God see?

-Yes.



Let’s read Genesis 11:5



5-But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.



-God saw that the people were building a tall tower.

-God sees everything.



-God sees all people everywhere.

-God sees each and every one of you all the time.



-Does God know all of the thoughts of all people?

-Yes.



-Before someone even starts to think a thought, God knows all of his thoughts completely.



-Does God know all of the words of all people?

-Yes.



-Before someone even starts to say a word, God knows all of his words completely.



-Does God know all of the deeds of all people?

-Yes.



-Before someone even starts to do something, God knows everything that he is going to do completely.



-The people thought that God forgot about them.

-Does God forget about people?



-God never forgets what people think.

-God never forgets what people say.

-God never forgets what people do.



-What did God say when He saw that the people were disobeying Him?



Let’s read Genesis 11:6-7



6-The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.

7-Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”



-Because our ancestors disobeyed God, God decided to punish them.



-What was the punishment that God decided?



-God would give the people different languages so that the people would not be able to understand one another.



-If God would give different languages to the people, would the people be able to understand one another?

-No.



-If God would give different languages to the people, would they be able to finish building the tall tower?

-No.



-If God would give different languages to the people, would the people be able to all live together in one place?

-No.



-A long time ago, our ancestors spoke only one language.



-But because our ancestors disobeyed God and refused to fill the earth, God gave them different languages.



-At Babel, God gave all of the people different languages.



-The English language began at Babel.

-The French language also began at Babel.

-The Spanish language also began at Babel.



-All languages began at Babel.



-After God gave all of the people different languages, what else did He do?



Let’s read Genesis 11:8-9



8-So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.

9-That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world.  From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.



-After God gave all of the people different languages, God scattered all of the people to different places on the earth.



-God wanted the people to fill the earth, but the people wanted to live in one place.



-Did the people win or did God win?

-God won.



-Can anyone fight against God and win?

-No.



-What will God do to those who fight against Him?

-He will punish them.



-God scattered the people to different places on the earth.

-Some people moved close by.

-Some people moved far away.



-How did your ancestors finally arrive here?



-After many, many years, your ancestors came here by foot and by boat.



-This is how your people began.

-This is how all of the different peoples began.



-Your ancestors were at Babel.

-My ancestors were at Babel.



-The ancestors of all people were at Babel.
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LESSON 19



1.  Who were the people who were born after Noah?

-They were your ancestors and my ancestors.



2.  Did our ancestors know about God?

-Yes.



3.  How did our ancestors know about God?

-Firstly, the older people told the younger people about God and the flood.



4.  What did the older people tell the younger people about God and the flood?

-That God hates sin, and had, therefore, destroyed all of the people except Noah and his family.



5.  How else did our ancestors know about God?

-Secondly, the rainbow told our ancestors about God.



6.  What did the rainbow tell our ancestors about God?

-That God loves people, and that He will never destroy the earth again with a flood.



7.  How else did our ancestors know about God?

-Thirdly, our ancestors knew about God because the sky, the mountains, the rivers, and the trees told them about God.



8.  What did the sky, the mountains, the rivers, and the trees tell our ancestors about God?

-That God alone is God, and that people should follow God alone.



9.  Did most of our ancestors believe in God?

-No.

-Only a few of our ancestors believed in God.



10.  Instead of following God, whom did most of our ancestors follow?

-Most of our ancestors followed Satan and his lies.



11.  What did Satan tell our ancestors to do?

-To worship the sun, moon, and stars.

-To worship the spirits.

-To worship carved wood and rock which looked like people and animals.



12.  Why did God not want the people to all live together in one place?

-So that they would not forget about God and that their sins would become very many.



13.  Why did the people begin to build a tall tower at Babel?

-Because the people were very proud.

-Because the people wanted to make a name for themselves.



14.  When the people began to build the tall tower, did God see?

-Yes.



15.  Does God know all of the thoughts of all people?

-Yes.

-Before someone even starts to think a thought, God knows all of his thoughts completely.



16.  Does God know all of the words of all people?

-Yes.

-Before someone even starts to say a word, God knows all of his words completely.



17.  Does God know all of the deeds of all people?

-Yes.

-Before someone even starts to do something, God knows everything that he is going to do completely.



18.  Does God forget about people?

-God never forgets what people think.

-God never forgets what people say.

-God never forgets what people do.



19.  Because our ancestors disobeyed God, God decided to punish them.  What was the punishment that God decided?

-God gave the people different languages so that the people would not be able to understand one another.



20.  After God gave all of the people different languages, what else did He do?

-God scattered all of the people to different places on the earth.



21.  How did your ancestors finally arrive here?

-After many, many years, they came here by foot and by boat.



-Our ancestors who lived after Noah disobeyed God, and built the tall tower at Babel.



-They followed the lies of Satan, and not the truths of God.



-They followed their own way, and rejected God.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, did God abandon His plan to save the people?

-No.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, did God abandon His plan to send the Savior?

-No.



-If God makes a promise, He always keeps His promise.



-In the Garden of Eden, God promised Adam and Eve to send the Savior.



-God will not break His promise.



-God promised Seth and Enoch and Noah to send the Savior.



-God will not break His promise.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, God did not abandon His plan to send the Savior.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, God still wanted to send the Savior to save people from sin.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, God still wanted to send the Savior to save people from death.



-Even though our ancestors rejected God, God still wanted to send the Savior to save people from Satan.



-Can people stop God from sending the Savior?

-No.



-Can demons stop God from sending the Savior?

-No.



-Can Satan stop God from sending the Savior?

-No.



-Who can stop God from sending the Savior?

-No one.



-When God decided to send the Savior, no one can stop God.



-Because many of our ancestors rejected God, God decided to choose one man through whom to send the Savior.



-The name of the man that God chose was Abram.



-God chose to send the Savior through Abram.



-Why did God choose Abram through whom to send the Savior?



-Did God choose Abram because Abram did not sin?

-No.



-Abram was a sinner.



-Abram was a descendant of Adam.



-Abram was born into sin.



-Why did God choose Abram?



-Abram believed that God was holy.

-Abram believed that he had sinned.



-Abram believed that his sin merited death.



-Abram believed that only God was able to save him.

-Abram believed that God would send the Savior.



-Because Abram believed in God, God chose to send the Savior through Abram.



-Abram’s father was Terah.

-Terah was the descendant of Shem.



-Do you remember the names of Noah’s sons?



-Shem, Ham, and Japheth.



-Abram was the descendant of Shem, one of Noah’s sons.



Let’s read Genesis 11:27 & 29-30



27-This is the account of Terah.  Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  And Haran became the father of Lot.

29-Abram and Nahor both married.  The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah.

30-Now Sarai was barren; she had no children.



-One day, Abram married.

-Abram married a woman named Sarai.



-Yet, Abram and Sarai had no children.



-Why did Abram and Sarai have no children?



-Because Sarai was barren.



-Abram and Sarai lived in the city of Ur.



-The people of Ur did not believe in God and His truths.



-The people of Ur followed Satan and his lies.

-The people of Ur were wicked people.



-While Abram was still living in Ur, God appeared to Abram.



-Here is what God said to Abram:



Let’s read Genesis 12:1



1-The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”



-What did God tell Abram to do?



-God told Abram to leave his country, and go where God would lead him.



-Why did God tell Abram to leave Ur and his country?



-Because the people of Ur did not believe in God and his truths.



-Because the people of Ur only followed Satan and his lies.



-Because God wanted to separate to Himself a people who would believe in God.



-How did God speak to Abram?



-God spoke to Abram with His voice.



-God spoke to Abram with His voice because God’s Bible was not yet written when Abram was living.



-How does God speak to us today?



-Today, God does not most often speak to us with His voice.



-Today, God most often speaks to us through His Bible.



-We can hear God’s Words by reading them in His Bible.



-We can know what God says to us by reading His Words in His Bible.



-When God spoke to Abram, God promised something.



-Here is what God promised Abram:



Let’s read Genesis 12:2



2-The LORD said to Abram, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”



-What did God promise Abram?



-Firstly, God promised that Abram would have many descendants who would become a great people.



-At that time, how many children did Abram and Sarai have?

-None.



-Why did Abram and Sarai have no children?



-Because Abram’s wife Sarai was barren.



-Even though Abram had no children, God promised that Abram would have many descendants.



-Secondly, God promised that He would bless Abram.



-Let’s read what God also promised Abram:



Let’s read Genesis 12:3



3-The LORD also said to Abram, “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”



-Thirdly, God promised that He would bless those who blessed Abram, and curse those who cursed Abram.



-Fourthly, God promised to bless all people through one of Abram’s descendants.



-This promise that God would bless all people through one of Abram’s descendants is the greatest promise of all.



-Who would be the descendant of Abram, through whom all people would be blessed?

-The Savior.



-What would the Savior do?



-The Savior would come to defeat the power of sin.

-The Savior would come to defeat the power of death.

-The Savior would come to defeat the power of Satan.



-The Savior would come to bring God and people back together again.



-The Savior would defeat Satan, and bless all people in the world.



-Did Abram believe the promises of God?

-Yes.



-Abram believed that God would not lie.

-Abram believed that God would only tell the truth.



-After God made His promises to Abram, what did Abram do?



Let’s read Genesis 12:4-5



4-So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.

5-He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.



-Abram left the country where he lived, and followed God to the country where God was leading him.



-To where did God lead Abram?



-God led Abram to a new land called Canaan.



-In the next lesson, we will learn about what happened to Abram in the land of Canaan.
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LESSON 20



1.  Even though our ancestors rejected God, did God abandon His plan to send the Savior?

-No.



2.  Because many of our ancestors rejected God, who did God choose through whom to send the Savior?

-Abram.



3.  Did God choose Abram because Abram did not sin?

-No.

-Abram was born into sin.



4.  Why did God choose Abram?

-Abram believed that his sin merited death.

-Abram believed that only God was able to save him.

-Abram believed that God would send the Savior.



5.  Abram married Sarai.  How many children did they have?

-None.



6.  Why did Abram and Sarai have no children?

-Because Sarai was barren.



7.  What did God tell Abram to do?

-God told Abram to leave his country, and go where God would lead him.



8.  God spoke to Abram with His voice.  How does God speak to us today?

-Today, God most often speaks to us through His Book, the Bible.



9.  What did God promise Abram?

-Firstly, God promised that Abram would have many descendants who would become a great people.

-Secondly, God promised that He would bless Abram.

-Thirdly, God promised that He would bless those who blessed Abram, and curse those who cursed Abram.

-Fourthly, God promised to bless all people through one of Abram’s descendants.



10.  Who would the descendant of Abram be, through whom all people would be blessed?

-The Savior.



11.  What would the Savior do?

-The Savior would come to defeat the power of sin.

-The Savior would come to defeat the power of death.

-The Savior would come to defeat the power of Satan.

-The Savior would come to bring God and people back together again.



12.  Did Abram believe the promises of God?

-Yes.



13.  After God made His promises to Abram, what did Abram do?

-Abram left the country where he lived, and followed God to the country where God was leading him.



14.  To where did God lead Abram?

-God led Abram to a new land called Canaan.



-Do you remember who Lot was?



-Lot was Abram’s nephew who went with Abram to Canaan.



-One day, there was a problem between Lot and Abram.



Let’s read Genesis 13:5-7



5-Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents.

6-But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.

7-And quarrelling arose between Abram’s herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot.



-What was the problem between Lot and Abram?



-Abram had many sheep and cattle.

-Lot also had many sheep and cattle.



-Because both Lot and Abram had so many sheep and cattle, there was not enough grass to feed all the animals.



-What did Abram think to solve the problem?



Let’s read Genesis 13:8-9



8-So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarrelling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers.

9-Is not the whole land before you?  Let’s part company.  If you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”



-Abram thought that he and Lot should separate.

-Abram thought that Lot should choose where he would live.



-If Lot chose to live in the lowland, then Abram would live in the hills.



-If Lot chose to live in the hills, then Abram would live in the lowland.



-Let’s read what Lot chose to do:



Let’s read Genesis 13:10-11



10-Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar.

11-So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east.  The two men parted company.



-Lot chose to live in the lowland.



-Why did Lot choose to live in the lowland?



-Because there was much grass there to feed his sheep and cattle.



-Lot was only thinking about grass.

-Lot was only thinking about his many sheep and cattle.

-Lot was only thinking about wealth.



-Lot made a bad choice to live in the lowland.



-Why did Lot make a bad choice?



-Because Lot did not ask God what to do.

-Because Lot refused to listen to God.



-Cain refused to listen to God, and he killed his brother Abel.



-Cain’s descendants also refused to listen to God.

-All of Cain’s descendants died in the flood.



-What will happen if we refuse to listen to God?



-If we refuse to listen to God, we will also die.



-If we refuse to listen to God, we will go to the Lake of Eternal Fire which God prepared for Satan and his demons.



-Will many sheep and cattle or wealth save us from the Lake of Eternal Fire?

-No.



-Lot refused to listen to God, and moved to the lowland.



Let’s read Genesis 13:12-13



12-Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.

13-Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.



-In the lowland, there were two cities.

-The names of these cities were Sodom and Gomorrah.



-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah did not believe in God.

-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were very wicked.



-Did God see the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



-Can we hide anything that we think from God?

-No.

-Can we hide anything that we say from God?

-No.

-Can we hide anything that we do from God?

-No.



-What did God tell Abram after Lot moved to the lowland?



Let’s read Genesis 13:14-15 & 17



14-The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.

15-All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.

17-Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”



-God said that He would give Abram all the land of Canaan.



-Here is also what God said to Abram:



Let’s read Genesis 15:5-6



5-The LORD took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them.”  Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

6-Abram believed the LORD, and He credited to him as righteousness.



-God also said that Abram would have as many descendants as the stars.



-How many stars are there?

-More than anyone can count.



-Even though Abram had no children, God told Abram that he would have as many descendants as the stars.



-Even though Abram had no children, did Abram believe God?

-Yes.



-Abram believed that God would one day give him a child.



-Abram also believed that one of his descendants would be the Savior whom God would send to save people.



-Here is also what God said to Abram:



Let’s read Genesis 15:13-16



13-Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.

14-But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.

15-You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.

16-In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”



-God also said that Abram’s descendants would go to live in another country, and after 400 years, God would bring them back to Canaan.



-How did God know what would happen to Abram’s descendants?



-God knew all that would happen to Abram’s descendants before they were born.



-Do you know what will happen tomorrow?

-No.

-Do you know what will happen next month?

-No.

-Do you know what will happen next year?

-No.



-But God knows everything.



-God knows what will happen to us tomorrow.

-God knows what will happen to us next month.

-God knows what will happen to us next year.



-God alone knows what will happen in the future.



-When Abram was 99 years old, God spoke to Abram again.



Let’s read Genesis 17:1-5



1-When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.

2-I will confirm my covenant between me and you and you will greatly increase your numbers.”

3-Abram fell face down, and God said to him,

4-”As for me, this is my covenant with you:  You will be the father of many nations.

5-No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.”



-God spoke to Abram, and gave him a new name.



-What was the new name that God gave to Abram?

-Abraham



-Why did God give a new name to Abram?

-Because Abraham would have many descendants.



-God also gave Sarai a new name.



Let’s read Genesis 17:15-16



15-God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.

16-I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her.  I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”



-What was the new name that God gave to Sarai?

-Sarah.



-Why did God give a new name to Sarai?

-Because Sarah would also have many descendants.



-Even though Sarah was very old and barren, what did God promise?



-That Sarah would become the mother of many descendants.

-That Sarah would have a son.



-Let’s read what Abraham did when God promised this:



Let’s read Genesis 17:17



17-Abraham fell face down; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old?  Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”



-How old were Abraham and Sarah?

-Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90 years old.



-Why did Abraham laugh?



-Did Abraham laugh because he did not believe God?

-No.



-Why did Abraham laugh?



-Abraham laughed because he was 100 years old, and Sarah was 90 years old, and God was going to give them a son.



-Was God able to give a 100-year-old man, and a 90-year-old barren woman a son?

-Yes.



-Who created the first man?

-God.



-Who created the first woman?

-God.



-Who gives life to every baby?

-God.



-Is there anything that God cannot do?

-No.



-God can even give a son to a 100-year-old man, and a 90-year-old barren woman.
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LESSON 21



1.  What was the problem between Lot and Abram?

-Because both Lot and Abram had so many sheep and cattle, there was not enough grass to feed all the animals.



2.  Why did Lot choose to live in the lowland?

-Because there was much grass there to feed his sheep and cattle.



3.  Why did Lot make a bad choice to move to the lowland?

-Because Lot did not ask God what to do.

-Because Lot refused to listen to God.



4.  What will happen if we refuse to listen to God?

-We will go to the Lake of Eternal Fire.



5.  Will many sheep and cattle or wealth save us from the Lake of Eternal Fire?

-No.



6.  Did God see the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



7.  Can we hide anything that we think from God?

-No.



8.  Can we hide anything that we say from God?

-No.



9.  Can we hide anything that we do from God?

-No.



10.  What did God tell Abram after Lot moved to the lowland?

-God said that He would give Abram all the land of Canaan.

-God said that Abram would have as many descendants as the stars.

-God said that Abram’s descendants would go to live in another country, and after 400 years, God would bring them back to Canaan.



11.  What was the new name that God gave to Abram?

-Abraham.



12.  What was the new name that God gave to Sarai?

-Sarah.



13.  Why did God give new names to Abram and Sarai?

-Because they would have many descendants.



14.  Even though Sarah was very old and barren, what did God promise?

-That Sarah would become the mother of many descendants.

-That Sarah would have a son.



15.  How old were Abraham and Sarah?

-Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90 years old.



16.  Is there anything that God cannot do?

-No.



-Abraham and Lot had separated because there was not enough grass to feed all of their animals.



-To where did Abraham move?

-To the hills.



-To where did Lot move?

-To the lowland.



-What two cities were in the lowland?

-Sodom and Gomorrah.



-What were the people of Sodom and Gomorrah like?

-They were very wicked.



-Did God know about the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



-How did God know about the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?



-God sees everything.

-There is nothing that God does not see.



-God saw all of the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.



Let’s read Genesis 18:20-21



20-Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous

21-that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me.  If not, I will know.”



-God knew about the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah for a long time.



-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah forgot about God, but did God forget about them?

-No.



-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah forgot about God, but did God forget about their sin?

-No.



-If people forget about God, will He forget about them?

-No.

-If people forget about God, will He forget about their sins?

-No.



-God cannot forget about sin.

-God must punish every sin.



-Why must God punish every sin?



-Because God is perfect.

-Because God created people perfect.

-Because every sin is against God.



-Why did God not immediately punish the people of Sodom and Gomorrah for their sins?



-Because God wanted them to repent of their sins.

-Because God wanted to save them.



-In the time of Noah, how long did God wait for the people to repent of their sins?

-120 years.



-After the people still did not repent, what did God do?

-God sent a flood which destroyed all the people.



-God waits for people to repent of their sins.

-But if the people do not repent, then God punishes them.



-Why does God not immediately punish people today for their sins?



-Because God wants them to repent of their sins.

-Because God wants to save them.



-Does God only threaten people, but not punish them for their sins?

-No.

-God will punish all sin.



-When it is time for God to punish sinners, can anyone stop God?

-No.



-When it is time for God to punish sinners, no one can escape the punishment of God.



-One day, God sent two of His angels to Sodom.



Let’s read Genesis 19:1-3



1-The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city.  When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.

2-“My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house.  You can wash your feet and spend the night, and then go on your way early in the morning.”  “No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”

3-But Lot insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house.  He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate.



-Why did God send two angels to Sodom?

-God wanted to save Lot and his family.



-Before, Lot was living near Sodom.

-Now, Lot was living inside Sodom.



-Before, Lot was living near the wickedness of Sodom.

-Now, Lot was living inside the wickedness of Sodom.



-Do you see what sin was doing to Lot?

-Sin was pulling Lot closer and closer to its wickedness.



-This is what sin does to all people.

-Sin pulls people closer and closer to its wickedness.



-Just as sin pulled Lot into Sodom, what does sin do to all people?

-Sin pulls people closer and closer to its wickedness.



-What happened to the angels when they visited Lot?



Let’s read Genesis 19:4-9



4-Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom--both young and old--surrounded the house.

5-They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight?  Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”

6-Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him

7-and said, “No, my friends.  Don’t do this wicked thing.

8-Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man.  Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them.  But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”

9-“Get out of our way,” they replied.  And they said, “This fellow came here as an alien, and now he wants to play the judge!  We’ll treat you worse than them.”  They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down the door.



-The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were very wicked.



-The people told many, many lies.

-The people falsely accused other people.

-The people cursed their neighbours.



-The people stole what belonged to other people.

-The people slept with other men’s wives.

-The people killed other people.

-The men were even having sex with other men.



-Are people today like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



-Are we like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



-How are we like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?



-We have told many, many lies.

-We have falsely accused other people.

-We have cursed our neighbors.



-We have stolen what belongs to other people.

-We have slept with other men’s wives.

-We have killed others.



-What did the angels then do?



Let’s read Genesis 19:10-17



10-But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door.

11-Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the door.

12-The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here--sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you?  Get them out of here,

13-because we are going to destroy this place.  The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that He has sent us to destroy it.”

14-So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters.  He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!”  But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.

15-With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry!  Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished.”

16-When Lot hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them.

17-As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives!  Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!  Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!”



-The angels took the hands of Lot, his wife, and two daughters, and led them out of the city.



-Did God save Lot because he was good?

-No.

-God did not save Lot because he was good.



-Even though Lot was not like the people of Sodom, Lot was born a sinner.



-Lot also was born into sin like all people.



-Why did God save Lot?



-Because Lot knew that he had sinned against God.

-Because Lot knew that his sin brings eternal death.



-Because Lot knew that God alone was able to save him.

-Because Lot believed that God would send the Savior to save him.



-God always save those who believe in Him.



-What happened after the angels had led Lot and his family outside of the city?



Let’s read Genesis 19:24-25



24-Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah--from the LORD out of the heavens.

25-Thus He overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities--and also the vegetation in the land.



-God completely destroyed the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.



-God hates all sin.

-God punishes all sin.

-God punishes all sin by eternal death.



-In the days of Noah, God destroyed all the people by the flood.



-At Sodom and Gomorrah, God destroyed all the people by fire.



-When the angels took Lot, his wife, and his two daughters out of Sodom, they said not to look back.



-But Lot’s wife disobeyed.



Let’s read Genesis 19:26



26-But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.



-God turned Lot’s wife into a pillar of salt.



-Why did God turn Lot’s wife into a pillar of salt?

-Because Lot’s wife disobeyed God, and looked back.



-Why did Lot’s wife look back?



-Because she loved her sin.

-Because she did not want to leave her sin.



-God hates sin.

-God always punishes sin.

-God always punishes sin by eternal death.



-If you love your sin like Lot’s wife, God will punish you with death.



-If you do not want to leave your sin like Lot’s wife, God will punish you with death.
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LESSON 22



1.  Did God know about the wickedness of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-Yes.



2.  If people forget about God, will He forget about them?

-No.



3.  If people forget about God, will He forget about their sins?

-No.



4.  Why must God punish every sin?

-Because God is perfect.

-Because God created people perfect.

-Because every sin is against God.



5.  Why did God not immediately punish the people of Sodom and Gomorrah for their sins?

-Because God wanted them to repent of their sins.

-Because God wanted to save them.



6.  Why does God not immediately punish people today for their sins?

-Because God wants them to repent of their sins.

-Because God wants to save them.



7.  Does God only threaten people, but not punish them for their sins?

-No.

-God will punish all sin.



8.  When it is time for God to punish sinners, can anyone stop God?

-No.



9.  Just as sin pulled Lot into Sodom, what does sin do to all people?

-Sin pulls people closer and closer to its wickedness.



10.  How are we like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?

-We have told many, many lies.

-We have falsely accused other people.

-We have cursed our neighbors.

-We have stolen what belongs to other people.

-We have slept with other men’s wives.

-We have killed others.



11.  Why did God save Lot?

-Because Lot knew that he had sinned against God.

-Because Lot knew that his sin brings eternal death.

-Because Lot knew that God alone was able to save him.

-Because Lot believed that God would send the Savior to save him.



12.  Why did God turn Lot’s wife into a pillar of salt?

-Because Lot’s wife disobeyed God, and looked back.



13.  Why did Lot’s wife look back?

-Because she loved her sin.

-Because she did not want to leave her sin.



-God had promised to give Abraham and Sarah a son.



-Abraham was 100 years old, and Sarah was 90 years old, yet they still did not have any children.



-Did God forget His promise to give Abraham a son?

-No.

-God cannot forget His promises.

-God always keeps His promises.



-Did God change His mind to give Abraham a son?

-No.

-God cannot change His mind.

-God always does what He says He will do.



-Abraham was 100 years old, and Sarah was 90 years old and barren.



-Was it too difficult for God to give Abraham and Sarah a son?

-No.



-Nothing is too difficult for God.

-God can do anything.



-Just as God promised, He gave Abraham and Sarah a son.



Let’s read Genesis 21:1-3



1-Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what He had promised.

2-Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him.

3-Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.



-How were Abraham, who was 100 years old, and Sarah, who was 90 years old and barren, able to have a son?



-Because it is God who gives life.

-Because God can do anything.



-What was the name of the son which God gave to Abraham and Sarah?

-Isaac.



-After many years, Isaac grew to be a strong young man.

-Abraham and Sarah loved Isaac very much.



-Did Abraham know that God planned to bring the Savior through the line of Isaac?

-Yes.



-Abraham remembered God’s promise to bring the Savior through the line of Isaac.



-One day, God spoke to Abraham about Isaac.



Let’s read Genesis 22:1-2



1-Some time later God tested Abraham.  He said to him, “Abraham!”  “Here I am,” Abraham replied.

2-Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”



-Why did God command Abraham to sacrifice Isaac?

-God wanted to test Abraham.



-Why did God want to test Abraham?

-God wanted to see if Abraham loved God more than Isaac.



-How was God able to command Abraham to sacrifice Isaac?



-Because God gave life to Abraham.

-Because God gave life to Isaac.

-Because God is the Lord of all people.



-Does your neighbor tell your children what to do?

-No.

-Why not?

-Because your neighbor is not the lord of your children.



-Does your neighbor decide how to plant your fields?

-No.



-Why not?

-Because your neighbor is not the lord of your fields.



-Who was the Lord of Abraham?

-God.



-Who is the Lord of all people?

-God.



-Because God is the Lord of all people, God can command people to do what He wants.



-When God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, what did Abraham do?



Let’s read Genesis 22:3



3-Early the next morning, Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.  He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac.  When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.



-Abraham cut wood for the sacrifice, and took Isaac and two of his servants to the place God would show him.



-How could Abraham sacrifice Isaac?



-If Abraham sacrificed Isaac, how would God keep His promises?



-If Abraham sacrificed Isaac, how would God give Abraham many descendants?



-If Abraham sacrificed Isaac, how would God send the Savior as a descendant of Abraham?



-God promised Abraham that Isaac would be the father of many descendants, and that the Savior would be his descendant.



-Did God change His mind?

-No.

-Did God decide to break His promises?

-No.



-Did Abraham think that God had changed His mind?

-No.



-Abraham believed in God and His promises.

-Abraham believed that God would keep His promises.



-Abraham believed that God would keep His promise to give him many descendants.



-Abraham believed that God would keep His promise to send the Savior.



-What did Abraham believe that God would do if he sacrificed Isaac?



-Abraham believed that if he sacrificed Isaac, God would raise Isaac from the dead.



-Abraham’s belief was different from Adam and Eve’s belief.



-In the Garden of Eden, God told Adam and Eve that they would die if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.



-Adam and Eve did not believe God.

-But Abraham believed God.



-Because Abraham believed God, he took Isaac and two of his servants to the place God would show them.



Let’s read Genesis 22:4-6a



4-On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.

5-He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

6-Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.



-As Abraham and Isaac walked together, Isaac asked his father a question.



Let’s read Genesis 22:6b-7



6-As the two of them went on together,

7-Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”



-What was Isaac’s question?

-“Where is the lamb for the sacrifice?”



-Isaac knew that his father was going to sacrifice.

-Isaac knew that they were taking the fire and the wood.



-Yet Isaac did not understand why they did not take a lamb with them.



-What did Abraham reply to Isaac?



Let’s read Genesis 22:8



8-Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  And the two of them went on together.



-What was Abraham’s reply?

-Abraham said that God Himself would provide the lamb.



-Abraham believed that God would provide a sacrifice.



-Believing God is the most important work that we can ever do.



-Just listening to God’s message will not save us.

-We must believe God’s message to be saved.



-Here is an illustration:



-A man who was very sick went to the doctor.

-The doctor looked at the sick man, and told him the sickness which he had.



-Then, the doctor gave to the sick man the medicine that he needed to become healthy again.



-The sick man took the medicine, put the medicine in his pocket, and went back home.



-But, the sick man never swallowed the medicine.



-The sick man had only listened to the doctor.

-He did not swallow the medicine.



-Would the sick man get better?

-No.



-Only listening to God’s message will not save you.

-You must believe God’s message like Abraham.



-If you only listen to God’s message, but do not believe, then you are like Satan.



-If you only listen to God’s message, but do not believe, then you are calling God a liar.



-God only saves those who believe in Him.

-God only saves those who believe His Word.



-Where is God’s Word?

-In God’s Book, the Bible.



-When Abraham and Isaac reached the place God showed them, what happened?



Let’s read Genesis 22:9-10



9-When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

10-Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.



-What did Abraham do?

-He tied Isaac and laid him on the altar.



-Was Abraham able to save Isaac?

-No.



-Why was Abraham not able to save Isaac?



-Because Abraham had already lifted up his knife to sacrifice Isaac.



-Was Isaac able to save himself?

-No.



-Why was Isaac not able to save himself?



-Because Abraham had tied Isaac’s hands and feet.



-Isaac was not able to escape.



-When God sent the flood, the people who were shut outside of the boat were not able to escape.



-When God sent fire from heaven, the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were not able to escape.



-When Lot’s wife looked back to the city of Sodom, she was not able to escape.



-No one is able to escape.



-Who alone was able to save Isaac?

-God.



-Are other people able to save us?

-No.



-Are we able to save ourselves?

-No.



-Who is the only One who is able to save us?

-God.



-God alone saved Noah and his family.

-God alone saved Lot and his two daughters.



-God alone is able to save all people.

-God alone was able to save Isaac.



-Did God save Isaac?



Let’s read Genesis 22:11-12



11-But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!  Abraham!”  “Here I am,” Abraham replied.

12-“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” He said.  “Do not do anything to him.  Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”



-Who spoke to Abraham and saved Isaac?

-God.



-God alone kept Abraham from killing Isaac.

-God alone saved Isaac.



-But Isaac would  not be saved unless there was another sacrifice.



-Did Abraham have another sacrifice?

-No.



-Did Isaac have another sacrifice?

-No.



-What did God do?



Let’s read Genesis 22:13



13-Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns.  He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.



-Abraham did not have another sacrifice.

-Isaac did not have another sacrifice.



-Who provided a sacrifice to take Isaac’s place?

-God.



-God alone provided the sacrifice.



-What was the sacrifice God provided?

-A ram.



-Where was the ram?

-Held in a bush by its horns.



-Why was the ram held in the bush by its horns?

-Because God tied up the ram.



-Why did God tie up the ram by its horns?



-Because God would only accept a perfect sacrifice to take the place of Isaac.



-If the ram had been tied up by its head or its feet, then it would have injured itself by trying to free itself.



-God is perfect.

-God will only accept a perfect sacrifice.



-Abraham untied Isaac, and tied the ram which God had provided onto the altar.



-Abraham sacrificed the ram instead of Isaac.



-The ram died instead of Isaac.

-The ram was Isaac’s substitute.



-What did Abraham call the place where God provided the ram?



Let’s read Genesis 22:14-19



14-So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide.  And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

15-The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time

16-and said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,

17-I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.  Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies,

18-and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

19-Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba.  And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.



-Abraham called the place where God provided the ram, “The Lord will provide.”



-Why did Abraham call the place, “The Lord will provide”?



-Abraham believed that just as God provided the ram, God would one day provide the Savior to save people.
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LESSON 23



1.  What was the name of the son which God gave to Abraham and Sarah?

-Isaac.



2.  Did Abraham know that God planned to bring the Savior through the line of Isaac?

-Yes.



3.  How could God command Abraham to sacrifice Isaac?

-Because God gave life to Abraham.

-Because God gave life to Isaac.

-Because God is the Lord of all people.



4.  God promised Abraham that Isaac would be the father of many descendants, and that the Savior would be his descendant.  Did God change his mind?

-No.



5.  Did Abraham think that God had changed His mind?

-No.

-Abraham believed in God and His promises.



6.  What did Abraham believe that God would do if he sacrificed Isaac?

-Abraham believed that if he sacrificed Isaac, God would raise Isaac from the dead.



7.  Why was Abraham not able to save Isaac?

-Because Abraham had already lifted up his knife to sacrifice Isaac.



8.  Why was Isaac not able to save himself?

-Because Abraham had tied Isaac’s hands and feet



9.  Are other people able to save us?

-No.



10.  Are we able to save ourselves?

-No.



11.  Who is the only One who is able to save us?

-God.



12.  Who spoke to Abraham and saved Isaac?

-God.



13.  Who provided a sacrifice to take Isaac’s place?

-God.



14.  Why did God tie up the ram by its horns?

-Because God would only accept a perfect sacrifice to take the place of Isaac.



15.  Why did Abraham call the place, “The Lord will provide”?

-Abraham believed that just as God provided the ram, God would one day provide the Savior to save people.



-Abraham’s wife Sarah died, and Isaac mourned for his mother.



-After Abraham’s wife Sarah died, what did Abraham do for his son Isaac to comfort him?



Let’s read Genesis 24:67 & 25:20



67-Isaac brought Rebekah into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah.  So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

20-And Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah.



-Abraham found a wife for his son Isaac.



-What was the name of Isaac’s wife?

-Rebekah.



-Rebekah was born in the land where Abraham had lived before God led him to Canaan.



-After a time, Abraham also died.



-Because Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, was barren, she was not able to have children.



-But Isaac prayed for her, and God answered his prayer.



Let’s read Genesis 25:21-23



21-Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren.  The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.

22-The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?”  So she went to inquire of the LORD.

23-The LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”



-Before Rebekah’s children were born, she asked God about them.

-How did God respond?



-God responded that Rebekah would have twins, and that the older child would serve the younger child.



-Before Rebekah’s twins were born, God knew everything about them.



-How did God know everything about Rebekah’s twins before they were born?



-God knows everything about all people.

-There is nothing hidden from God.



-Before we are born, God knows everything about us.



-God knows all that happened to us in the past.

-God knows all that is happening to us now.

-God knows all that will happen to us in the future.



-After a time, Rebekah gave birth to twin boys.



Let’s read Genesis 25:24-26



24-When the time came for Rebekah to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb.

25-The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.

26-After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.



-What were the names of the twin boys which Rebekah gave birth to?

-Esau and Jacob.



-Esau was the first born.



Let’s read Genesis 25:27a



27-Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country.



-Esau was a good hunter, and spent much time hunting.



-Did Esau believe in God?

-No.



-Jacob was the second born.



Let’s read Genesis 25:27b



27-Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.



-Jacob kept sheep and cattle, and lived quietly in his tent.



-Did Jacob believe in God?

-Yes.



-One day, something happened between Esau and Jacob.



Let’s read Genesis 25:29-34



29-Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country famished.

30-He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew!  I’m famished!”

31-Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”

32-“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said.  “What good is the birthright to me?”

33-But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”  So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.

34-Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew.  He ate and drank, and then got up and left.  So Esau despised his birthright.



-One day, Esau came back from hunting and was very hungry.



-Esau saw that Jacob was cooking red stew, and commanded Jacob to give him some.



-Because Esau was hungry, he sold his birthright to Jacob for some red stew.



-Why did Esau sell his birthright?

-Because he did not value it.



-What did Esau value?

-Esau only valued his stomach.

-Esau only valued his flesh.



-How were Esau and Jacob different?



-Esau did not think that he had been born into sin.

-Jacob knew that he had been born into sin.



-Esau did not think that he had sinned against God.

-Jacob knew that he had sinned against God.



-Esau did not think that sin brings eternal death.

-Jacob knew that sin brings eternal death.



-Esau did not want to follow God.

-Jacob wanted to follow God.



-Esau did not want God to send the Savior to save him.

-Jacob wanted God to send the Savior to save him.



-As the firstborn, the birthright was for Esau.

-As the firstborn, God would send the Savior through the line of Esau.



-But Esau did not value his birthright.



-Esau did not want God to send the Savior through his descendants.



-Esau only wanted red stew.

-Esau only wanted what his stomach told him.



-Do we follow what our stomach tells us, or do we follow God?

-Do we follow what our flesh tells us, or do we follow God?



-If we follow our stomach, it will lead us to death.

-If we follow our flesh, it will lead us to death.



-If we follow God, He will lead us to life.



-Because Esau did not believe in God, God chose Jacob.



-Because Esau did not believe in God, God chose to send the Savior through the line of Jacob.



-Why did God choose to send the Savior through the line of Jacob?

-Because Esau did not believe in God.



-Because Esau did not believe in God, God gave Jacob the birthright.



-When God gave Jacob the birthright, Esau became very angry.



Let’s read Genesis 27:41



41-Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him.  He said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”



-Esau was so angry with Jacob that he planned to kill Jacob.



-But Jacob’s mother Rebekah heard that Esau wanted to kill Jacob.



-So Rebekah called Jacob to send him away to the land where she was born.



Let’s read Genesis 27:42-44



42-When Rebekah was told what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought of killing you.

43-Now then, my son, do what I say:  Flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran.

44-Stay with him for a while until your brother’s fury subsides.”



-Jacob left his mother and father, and started walking to the land of Haran.



-Haran was the land where Jacob’s mother Rebekah was born.



-Haran was the land where Jacob’s grandfather Abraham had lived before God led him to Canaan.



-Because Haran was very far, Jacob’s journey lasted many days.



-That night, as Jacob went to sleep, God gave Jacob a dream.



Let’s read Genesis 28:10-13a



10-Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.

11-When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.

12-He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

13-There above it stood the LORD.



-What did Jacob see in the dream God gave him?

-Jacob saw a ladder.



-Where was the bottom end of the ladder touching?

-The bottom end of the ladder was touching the earth.



-To where was the top end of the ladder reaching?

-The top end of the ladder reached into heaven.



-What did it mean that the ladder was touching the earth and reaching into heaven?



-The ladder was bringing the earth and heaven together.



-Who was at the top of the ladder?

-God.



-Who were walking up and down the ladder?

-Angels.



-What did it mean that the angels were walking up and down the ladder?

-That God wanted to be Jacob’s God.



-Why did God give Jacob this dream?



-God was teaching Jacob about the Savior who would come.



-What was God teaching Jacob about the Savior?



-Just as the ladder was bringing earth and heaven together, God would send the Savior who would bring people on earth and God in heaven together.



-In the beginning, God walked together with Adam and Eve.

-But Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and they were separated from God.



-There was no way for Adam and Eve to get back together with God.



-But God promised to send the Savior, who would bring people on the earth and God in heaven back together again.



-The Savior would come to save people, so that God and people would walk together again.



-Here is an illustration:



-Patrick and Joseph were very good friends.



-Their enemy, however, hated both of them.

-The enemy was very jealous of their friendship.



-One day, the enemy thought of a way to destroy the friendship of Patrick and Joseph.



-The enemy went to Patrick, and told him that Joseph wanted to hurt him.



-Patrick believed the lies of the enemy, and was separated from his friend Joseph.



-Joseph, however, still loved Patrick, and thought of a way of restoring their friendship.



-Joseph sent his son to speak with Patrick, and to tell him that the enemy had deceived him.



-Because of the son, Joseph and Patrick become friends once again.



-Satan deceived Adam and Eve, and they were separated from God.



-Yet God promised to send the Savior who would bring God and people back together again.



-Just as the ladder was the only way to reach heaven, the Savior is the only way to reach heaven.



-In his dream, God spoke to Jacob.





Let’s read Genesis 28:13b-15



13-God said:  “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham, and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.

14-Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.

15-I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”



-In the past, God spoke to people in dreams.



-Today, how does God most often speak to people?

-Today, God most often speaks to people through His Book, the Bible.



-Why did God speak to Jacob?

-God was giving promises to Jacob.



-The promises that God gave to Abraham and Isaac, God was now giving to Jacob.



-What did God promise Jacob?



-God promised that Jacob would have many descendants.

-God promised that He would bless Jacob.



-God promised to bless all people by sending the Savior, who would be one of Jacob’s descendants



-Did God forget about His promise to send the Savior?

-No.

-God can not forget His promise to send the Savior.



-Why can God not forget His promise to send the Savior?



-Because God cannot forget.

-Because God cannot change.

-Because God always keeps His promises.



-The next morning, Jacob continued his journey.



Let’s read Genesis 29:1



1-Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern peoples.



-Jacob continued his journey until he finally reached the land of Haran.



-In Haran, Jacob lived for many years.

-In Haran, Jacob married two sisters, and became the father of twelve sons.



-After Jacob had lived in the land of Haran for many years, God once again spoke to Jacob.



-What did God say to Jacob while Jacob was still living in Haran?



Let’s read Genesis 31:13



13-God said, “I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me.  Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.”



-After Jacob had lived in Haran for many years, what did God tell Jacob?

-God told Jacob to leave Haran and to return to the land of Canaan.



-As Jacob was returning to the land of Canaan, God gave Jacob a new name.



Let’s read Genesis 32:28



28-Then the LORD said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel.”



-What new name did God give to Jacob?

-Israel.

-The name Israel means to struggle with God.

-In the next lesson, we will learn more about Jacob.
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LESSON 24



1.  After Abraham’s wife Sarah died, what did Abraham do for his son Isaac to comfort him?

-Abraham found a wife for his son Isaac.



2.  What was the name of Isaac’s wife?

-Rebekah.



3.  How did God know everything about Rebekah’s twins before they were born?

-God knows everything about all people.

-There is nothing hidden from God.



4.  What were the names of the twin boys which Rebekah gave birth to?

-Esau and Jacob.



5.  Did Esau believe in God?

-No.



6.  Did Jacob believe in God?

-Yes.



7.  Why did God choose to send the Savior through the line of Jacob?

-Because Esau did not believe in God.



8.  What did Jacob see in the dream God gave him?

-Jacob saw a ladder.



9.  Where was the bottom end of the ladder touching?

-The bottom end of the ladder was touching the earth.



10.  To where was the top end of the ladder reaching?

-The top end of the ladder reached into heaven.



11.  What did it mean that the ladder was touching the earth and reaching into heaven?

-The ladder was bringing the earth and heaven together.



12.  Why did God give Jacob this dream?

-God was teaching Jacob about the Savior who would come.



13.  What was God teaching Jacob about the Savior?

-Just as the ladder was bringing earth and heaven together, God would send the Savior who would bring people on earth and God in heaven together.



14.  Why can God not forget His promise to send the Savior?

-Because God cannot forget.

-Because God cannot change.

-Because God always keeps His promises.



15.  After Jacob had lived many years in Haran, what did God tell him to do?

-God told Jacob to leave Haran and to return to the land of Canaan.



-Who protected Jacob and brought him safely back from the land of Haran to the land of Canaan?

-God.



Let’s read Genesis 37:1



1-Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.



-What was the new name that God gave to Jacob?

-Israel.



Let’s read Genesis 37:3



3-Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him.



-How many sons did Jacob have?

-Twelve.



-Jacob had twelve sons, but he loved one of his sons more than the others.



-What was the name of the son that Jacob loved more than any of his other sons?

-Joseph.



-Because Jacob loved Joseph more, he made a richly ornamented robe for Joseph.



-Because Jacob loved Joseph more than his other sons, what did Joseph’s brothers think of Joseph?



-They were jealous of Joseph, and hated him.



-Joseph’s brothers also hated Joseph because Joseph would tell his father when his brothers did something wrong.



Let’s read Genesis 37:2 & 4



2-Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.

4-When his brothers saw that their father loved Joseph more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.



-Why do people get angry with other people?



-Why do people hate other people?



-Because everyone has been born separated from God.

-Because everyone has been born with sin in their hearts.

-Because everyone has been born as children of Satan.



-Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph because they were born separated from God.



-Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph because they were born with sin in their hearts.

-Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph because they were born as children of Satan.



-Everyone has been born separated from God, and we cannot change ourselves.



-Everyone has been born with sin in their hearts, and we cannot change ourselves.



-Everyone has been born as children of Satan, and we cannot change ourselves.



-One day, God gave Joseph a dream.



Let’s read Genesis 37:5-8



5-Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.

6-He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had:

7-We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”

8-His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us?  Will you actually rule us?”  And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.



-What was the dream God gave to Joseph?



-In the dream, Joseph and his brothers were binding sheaves of grain in a field.



-Then, the sheaves of grain of the brothers bowed down to the sheaf of grain of Joseph.



-Because of the dream that God gave Joseph, Joseph’s brothers hated him even more.



-Sometime later, God gave Joseph a second dream.



Let’s read Genesis 37:9-11



9-Then Joseph had another dream, and he told it to his brothers.  “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

10-When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had?  Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”

11-His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.



-What was the second dream God gave to Joseph?



-In the dream, there were the sun, the moon, and the stars.



-Then, the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed down to Joseph.



-In the dream, who was the sun?

-Joseph’s father.



-In the dream, who was the moon?

-Joseph’s mother.



-In the dream, who were the eleven stars?

-Joseph’s eleven brothers.



-What did both of the dreams mean?



-One day, God would make Joseph chief, and Joseph’s family would bow down to him.



-Who knew Joseph’s future, and showed him the future through his dreams?

-God.



-Just like God knew Joseph’s future, God knows our future.



-How much of our future does God know?



-God knows all of our future.



-Because of these dreams that God gave Joseph, Joseph’s brothers hated him even more.



-One day Joseph went to visit his brothers in the field.



Let’s read Genesis 37:17b-20



17-So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan.

18-But his brothers saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.

19-“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other.

20-“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him.  Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”



-Joseph’s brothers hated him so much that they wanted to kill him.



-But Joseph’s oldest brother Reuben decided to save Joseph.



Let’s read Genesis 37:21-24



21-When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands.  “Let’s not take his life,” he said.

22-“Don’t shed any blood.  Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.”  Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.

23-So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe--the richly ornamented robe he was wearing--

24-and they took him and threw him into the cistern.  Now the cistern was empty; there was no water in it.



-What did Joseph’s brothers do with Joseph?



-They took off his robe, and threw him into a dry well.



-After Joseph’s brother Reuben left, what did the remaining brothers do with Joseph?



Let’s read Genesis 37:25-28



25-As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead.  Their camels were loaded with spices, balm, and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.

26-Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood?

27-Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.”  His brothers agreed.

28-So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.



-Joseph’s brothers sold Joseph as a slave to slave traders.



-Where did the slave traders take Joseph?

-To Egypt.



-What did the brothers do when Reuben returned?



Let’s read Genesis 37:29-31



29-When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes.

30-He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there!  Where can I turn now?”

31-Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood.



-Joseph’s brothers took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe into the blood of the goat.



-Then Joseph’s brothers took Joseph’s robe which had been dipped into the blood of the goat to their father Jacob.



Let’s read Genesis 37:32-35



32-Joseph’s brothers took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, “We found this.  Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.”

33-Jacob recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe!  Some ferocious animal has devoured him.  Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

34-Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned for his son many days.

35-All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted.  “No,” he said, “in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son.”  So his father wept for him.



-Joseph’s brothers sold Joseph as a slave.

-Joseph’s brothers then deceived their father Jacob.



-Jacob thought that Joseph was dead.



-Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph.



-The hate of Joseph’s brothers led them to sell Joseph as a slave.

-The hate of Joseph’s brothers led them to deceive their father.



-Hate always leads to more sin.



-Was Joseph dead?

-No.



-Where was Joseph?

-Joseph was in Egypt.



Let’s read Genesis 39:1



1-Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt.  Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.



-To whom did the slave traders sell Joseph as a slave?

-To Potiphar.



-Did God abandon Joseph?

-No.



-God will never abandon someone who believes in Him.



-God was with Joseph all of the time.



-What happened to Joseph after Potiphar bought Joseph?



Let’s read Genesis 39:2-6a



2-The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.

3-When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did,

4-Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant.  Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.

5-From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.  The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.

6-So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.



-Even though Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph, God did not abandon Joseph.



-Even though Joseph’s brothers sold Joseph as a slave, God did not abandon Joseph.



-Because Joseph believed in God, God blessed Joseph.



-One day, when Potiphar was gone, something happened to Joseph.



Let’s read Genesis 39:6b-15



6-Now Joseph was well-built and handsome,

7-and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

8-But Joseph refused.  “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.

9-No one is greater in this house than I am.  My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife.  How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”

10-And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

11-One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside.

12-She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!”  But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.

13-When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,

14-she called her household servants.  “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us!  He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed.

15-When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”



-Because Joseph believed in God, he refused to sleep with Potiphar’s wife.



-Because Joseph refused to sleep with her, Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph.



-What happened when Potiphar came home?



Let’s read Genesis 39:16-20a



16-She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.

17-Then she told him this story:  “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me.

18-But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

19-When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger.

20-Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined.



-When Potiphar came home, he believed the lie of his wife, and put Joseph in prison.



-When Joseph was in prison, did God abandon him?

-No.



-God will never abandon someone who believes in Him.



-God was with Joseph all the time.



-Even while Joseph was in prison, God was with Joseph.



Let’s read Genesis 39:20b-23



20-But while Joseph was there in the prison,

21-the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.

22-So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.

23-The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.



-Even though Joseph’s brothers hated him, Joseph still believed in God.



-Even though Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave, Joseph still believed in God.



-Even though Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph, Joseph still believed in God.



-Even though Joseph was put in prison, Joseph still believed in God.



-Who protected Joseph in prison?

-God.



-Why did God protect Joseph?



-Because Joseph knew that he was born into sin.

-Because Joseph knew that his sin brings eternal death.

-Because Joseph knew that God alone was able to save him.



-Because Joseph believed that God would send the Savior to save him.



-Do you think that God will forget about Joseph in prison?

-No.



-In the next lesson, we will read about what God does for Joseph in prison.
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LESSON 25



1.  Who protected Jacob and brought him safely back from the land of Haran to the land of Canaan?

-God.



2.  What was the name of the son that Jacob loved more than any of his other sons?

-Joseph.



3.  Because Jacob loved his son Joseph more than the other brothers, what did the other brothers think of Joseph?

-They were jealous of Joseph, and hated him.



4.  What was the first dream God gave to Joseph?

-The sheaves of grain of the brothers bowed down to the sheaf of grain of Joseph.



5.  What was the second dream God gave Joseph?

-The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed down to Joseph.



6.  What did both of the dreams mean?

-One day, God would make Joseph chief, and Joseph’s family would bow down to him.



7.  Who knew Joseph’s future, and showed him the future through his dreams?

-God.



8.  When Joseph came to visit his brothers in the field, what did his brothers do?

-First, they took off his robe, and threw him into a dry well.

-Later, they sold Joseph as a slave to slave traders.



9.  Where did the slave traders take Joseph?

-To Egypt.



10.  To whom did the slave traders sell Joseph as a slave?

-To Potiphar.



11.  What happened while Joseph was Potiphar’s slave?

-Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph, and Potiphar put Joseph in prison.



-Did God forget about Joseph?

-No.  God does not forget about anyone.



-Joseph is in prison in the land of Egypt.

-The name of the king of Egypt was Pharaoh.



-One day, God gave Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, a dream.



Let’s read Genesis 41:1-4



1-When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream:  He was standing by the Nile,

2-when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds.

3-After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank.

4-And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows.  Then Pharaoh woke up.



-Who gave the dream to Pharaoh?

-God.



-What was the dream God gave to Pharaoh?

-Seven thin cows ate up seven fat cows.



-That same night, God gave Pharaoh a second dream.



Let’s read Genesis 41:5-8



5-Pharaoh fell asleep again and had a second dream:  Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk.

6-After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted--thin, and scorched by the east wind.

7-The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads.  Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream.

8-In the morning, his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt.  Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.



-What was the second dream God gave Pharaoh?

-Seven thin heads of grain ate up seven fat heads of grain.



-Pharaoh was the king of Egypt, but Pharaoh did not believe in God.



-Pharaoh and his people worshipped the sun, moon, and stars.



-Pharaoh and his people worshipped frogs, animals, and the river which was in their land.



-Even though Pharaoh did not believe in God, was God able to direct Pharaoh to do what God wanted?

-Yes.



-Is God able to direct people who do not believe in Him?

-Yes.



-God is the only God, and He is able to direct people to do what He wants.



-Because God is perfect, however, everything that God does with people is perfect.



-All of the wise men of Egypt did not know the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams.



-But someone told Pharaoh that Joseph would know the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams.



-Therefore, Pharaoh sent for Joseph to come to him from prison.



Let’s read Genesis 41:14-16



14-So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon.  When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.

15-Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it.  But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”

16-“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”



-Joseph knew that he was not able to know the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams.



-But Joseph also knew that God was able to know the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams.



-Because Joseph believed in God, God revealed to Joseph the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams.



Let’s read Genesis 41:25-32



25-Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same.  God has revealed to Pharaoh what He is about to do.

26-The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream.

27-The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind:  They are seven years of famine.

28-It is just as I said to Pharaoh:  God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do.

29-Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt,

30-but seven years of famine will follow them.  Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.

31-The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe.

32-The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.”



-Who gave to Joseph the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams?

-God.



-What did both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean?

-Seven years of good harvest would be eaten up by seven years of famine.



-With the seven years of good harvest and seven years of famine coming, Joseph suggested a plan to Pharaoh.



Let’s read Genesis 41:33-36



33-Joseph said, “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt.

34-Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance.

35-They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food.

36-This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”



-Joseph suggested that Pharaoh find someone to store up the surplus of the good harvest years so that the people would have enough to eat during the famine years.



-What did Pharaoh think of Joseph’s idea?



Let’s read Genesis 41:37-40



37-The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials.

38-So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”

39-Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you.

40-You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders.  Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”



-Pharaoh made Joseph king of Egypt.

-Only Pharaoh was greater than Joseph in Egypt.



-Even though Joseph was sold by his brothers as a slave, God did not abandon Joseph.



-Even though Joseph was put into prison, God did not abandon Joseph.



-How did God fulfill the dreams that He gave to Joseph when Joseph was still a boy?

-God made Joseph king over all of Egypt.



-God always does what He plans.

-No one can stop the plans of God.



-After Pharaoh made Joseph king of Egypt, Joseph started to store up the surplus of the good harvest years.



Let’s read Genesis 41:46-49



46-Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt.

47-During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully.

48-Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities.  In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it.

49-Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.



-During the seven years of good harvest, Joseph stored up more grain than could be counted.



-When the seven years of good harvest were over, the seven years of famine began.



-Where were Joseph’s father and brothers?

-Living in Canaan.



-In Canaan, the famine also began, and Joseph’s father and his brothers had no more food.



-Here is what Joseph’s father Jacob said:



Let’s read Genesis 42:1-5



1-When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you just keep looking at each other?”

2-He continued, “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt.  Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die.”

3-Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt.

4-But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to him.

5-So Israel’s sons were among those who went to buy grain, for the famine was in the land of Canaan also.



-Joseph’s father Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain.



-What happened when Joseph’s brothers arrived in Egypt?



Let’s read Genesis 42:6b-17



6-So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground.

7-As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them.  “Where do you come from?” he asked.  “From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.”

8-Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him.

9-Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You are spies!  You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”

10-“No, my lord,” they answered.  “Your servants have come to buy food.

11-We are all the sons of one man.  Your servants are honest men, not spies.”

12-“No!” Joseph said to them.  “You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”

13-But they replied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land of Canaan.  The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more.”

14-Joseph said to them “It is just as I told you:  You are spies!

15-And this is how you will be tested:  As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here.

16-Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth.  If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!”

17-And he put them all in custody for three days.



-Joseph recognized his brothers, but his brothers did not recognize Joseph.



-Why did Joseph treat his brothers harshly and put them in prison?

-Joseph wanted his brothers to think about what they had done to him when he was still young.



-After three days, Joseph let all of his brothers out of prison except for one.



-Here is what Joseph said to his brothers:



Let’s read Genesis 42:18-20



18-On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:

19-If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving households.

20-But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.”  This they proceeded to do.



-Joseph gave grain to his brothers, and sent all of his brothers back to Canaan except for one.



-After a time, the grain that Joseph’s brothers had taken to the land of Canaan was finished.



-Therefore, Joseph’s father told his sons to return to Egypt to buy more grain.



Let’s read Genesis 43:1-5 & 11-15



1-Now the famine was still severe in the land.

2-So when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a little more food.”

3-But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’

4-If you will send our brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for you.

5-But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’”

11-Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be, then do this:  Put some of the best products of the land in your bags and take them down to the man as a gift--a little balm and a little honey, some spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and almonds.

12-Take double the amount of silver with you, for you must return the silver that was put back into the mouths of your sacks.  Perhaps it was a mistake.

13-Take your brother also and go back to the man at once.

14-And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin come back with you.  As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”

15-So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also.  They hurried down to Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph.



-Joseph’s brothers returned to Egypt.



-When they arrived in Egypt, Joseph invited all of his brothers to his house.



Let’s read Genesis 43:16-17



16-When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Take these men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare dinner; they are to eat with me at noon.”

17-The man did as Joseph told him and took the men to Joseph’s house.



-While Joseph and his brothers were together, Joseph revealed to his brothers that it was he.



Let’s read Genesis 45:3-8



3-Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph!  Is my father still living?”  But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at this presence.

4-Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.”  When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!

5-And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

6-For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping.

7-But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8-So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.  He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”



-What did Joseph say to his brothers?

-Joseph said that God Himself sent Joseph to Egypt.



-Because there was still a famine, Joseph asked his brothers to return to Canaan, and bring his father and his family to Egypt.					



Let’s read Genesis 45:9-11



9-Joseph said, “Now hurry back to my father  and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says:  God has made me lord of all Egypt.  Come down to me; don’t delay.

10-You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me--you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have.

11-I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come.  Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’”



-Joseph’s brothers returned to Canaan.



-Listen to what the brothers told their father Jacob:



Let’s read Genesis 45:25-28



25-So Joseph’s brothers went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.

26-They told him, “Joseph is still alive!  In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.”  Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them.

27-But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived.

28-And Israel said, “I’m convinced!  My son Joseph is still alive.  I will go and see him before I die.”



-So Joseph’s father and brothers went to Egypt to live with Joseph.



Let’s read Genesis 46:5



5-Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him.



-Why did Jacob take all of his family to Egypt?

-Because Joseph was living in Egypt.

-Because there was much food in Egypt.
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LESSON 26



1. Who gave the dreams to Pharaoh?

-God.



2.  What was the first dream God gave to Pharaoh?

-Seven thin cows ate up seven fat cows.



3.  What was the second dream God gave to Pharaoh?

-Seven thin heads of grain ate up seven fat heads of grain.



4.  Who gave to Joseph the understanding of Pharaoh’s dreams?

-God.



5.  What did both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean?

-Seven years of good harvest would be eaten up by seven years of famine.



6.  How did God fulfill the dreams that He gave to Joseph when Joseph was still a boy?

-God made Joseph king over all of Egypt.



7.  Why did Jacob take all of his family to Egypt?

-Because Joseph was living in Egypt.

-Because there was much food in Egypt.



-When Jacob and his sons and their families all moved to Egypt, they were seventy in number.



Let’s read Exodus 1:1-5



1-These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family.

2-Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;

3-Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

4-Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.

5-The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt.



-What was the new name that God gave Jacob?

-Israel.



-The descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were also called Israel, or the Israelites.



-Jacob, and his son, Joseph, and his brothers, and their families lived in Egypt for many years.



-The famine ended, and Joseph and his brothers continued to live in Egypt.



-Their father Jacob died, and Joseph and his brothers continued to live in Egypt.



-Later, Joseph and his brothers died, and the Israelites continued to live in Egypt.



Let’s read Exodus 1:6



6-Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died.



-Because the Israelites did not return to the land of Canaan, and continued to live in Egypt for many years, they became many people.



Let’s read Exodus 1:7



7-But the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them.



-After many years the king of Egypt, Pharaoh, died.

-Then, a new Pharaoh took his place.



-The new Pharaoh was not kind like the first Pharaoh.

-The new Pharaoh was very wicked.



Let’s read Exodus 1:8-11



8-Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.

9-“Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become much too numerous for us.

10-Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us, and leave the country.”

11-So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh.



-What did the new Pharaoh do to the Israelites?

-Pharaoh made all of the Israelites slaves.



-Why did Pharaoh make the Israelites slaves?



-Because Pharaoh was afraid that the Israelites would take over his country.



-Why was Pharaoh afraid that the Israelites would take over his country?

-Because the Israelites had become many people.



-Who was guiding Pharaoh to make the Israelites slaves?

-Satan.



-Why did Satan want to destroy the Israelites?



-Because Satan knew that God promised to send the Savior through the Israelites.



-Satan hates God.

-Satan hates all people.

-Satan did not want God to send the Savior through the Israelites.



-Satan did not want the Savior to come and save the people.



-Satan hates all of you.

-Satan does not want you to listen to God’s message.



-Satan wants all of you to go to the Lake of Eternal Fire.



-Even though Satan wanted to destroy Israel, God protected them.



-Even though Satan wanted to destroy Israel, God blessed them.



-Why did God bless the Israelites?

-Because God loved the Israelites.



-Because God would not break His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



Let’s read Exodus 1:12-14



12-But the more the Israelites were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites

13-and worked them ruthlessly.

14-They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.



-Even though Pharaoh oppressed Israel more and more, God blessed Israel more and more.



-Then one day, Satan gave Pharaoh a second evil idea.



Let’s read Exodus 1:15-22



15-The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah,

16-“When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.”

17-The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live.

18-Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this?  Why have you let the boys live?”

19-The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.”

20-So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous.

21-And because the midwives feared God, He gave them families of their own.

22-Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people:  “Every boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”



-What was the second evil idea Satan gave Pharaoh?



-Satan gave Pharaoh the idea that all of the Israelite boy children should be killed.



-Did God know that Satan planned to destroy the Israelites?

-Yes.

-Was God going to allow Satan to destroy the Israelites?

-No.



-God watched over and protected the Israelites.



-God also planned to take the Israelites out of Egypt, and back to the land of Canaan.



-God planned to take the Israelites out of Egypt, and back to the land of Canaan through a man named Moses.



-Here is the story of Moses:



Let’s read Exodus 2:1-4



1-Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman,

2-and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son.  When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months.

3-But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch.  Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.

4-His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.



-Moses’ father and mother believed in God.



-Moses’ father and mother believed that God would protect their baby.



-Therefore, God gave them the idea to place baby Moses in a basket, and place the basket in the river Nile.



-Did God protect their baby Moses?



Let’s read Exodus 2:5-10



5-Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank.  She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it.

6-She opened it and saw the baby.  He was crying, and she felt sorry for him.  “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.

7-Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”

8-“Yes, go,” she answered.  And the girl went and got the baby’s mother.

9-Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.”  So the woman took the baby and nursed him.

10-When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.  She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”



-God sent the evil Pharaoh’s daughter to protect Moses.

-God sent the evil Pharaoh’s daughter to adopt Moses.



-And Moses lived with the evil Pharaoh and his daughter.



-Why did God send Pharaoh’s daughter to adopt Moses?



-Because God planned to lead the Israelites out of Egypt through Moses.



-Because God planned to lead the Israelites out of slavery through Moses.



-God knew that Moses would be safe in Pharaoh’s house.



-God knew that Moses would learn how to read and write in Pharaoh’s house.



-God knew that Moses would learn many other things in Pharaoh’s house which would help him to lead the Israelites.



-Pharaoh wanted to destroy the Israelites, but God protected the Israelites.



-Satan and his demons also wanted to destroy the Israelites, but God protected them.



-Can any person stop the work of God?

-No.

-Can any demon stop the work of God?

-No.

-Can Satan stop the work of God?

-No.



-God is all powerful.



-God protected Israel, and He will protect all those who believe in Him.



-Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s house, and grew to become a man.



-One day, Moses went out to see how much the Israelites were suffering under slavery.



Let’s read Exodus 2:11-14



11-One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor.  He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people.

12-Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

13-The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting.  He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”

14-The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us?  Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?”  Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.”



-Were the Israelites able to save themselves from Pharaoh?

-No.



-Moses tried to save the Israelites from Pharaoh, and killed one of the Egyptians.



-But Pharaoh found out that Moses had killed an Egyptian.



-What did Pharaoh do?



Let’s read Exodus 2:15



15-When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian.



-Pharaoh found out that Moses killed an Egyptian.

-So Pharaoh tried to kill Moses.



-Moses became afraid, and ran away.

-Moses ran to the land of Midian.



-Was  Moses able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh?

-No.



-Moses tried to save the Israelites from Pharaoh, but he was not able to.



-Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh?

-God.



-Who is the only One who can save people from Satan?

-God.



-Just like the Israelites were held captive by Pharaoh, all people are held captive by Satan.



-Just like the Israelites were not able to save themselves from Pharaoh, all people are not able to save themselves from Satan.



-Just like Moses was not able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh, no other person is able to save us from Satan.



-Just like only God was able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh, only God is able to save all people from Satan.



-In the next lesson, we will learn more of Moses.
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LESSON 27



1.  What did the new Pharaoh do to the Israelites?

-Pharaoh made all of the Israelites slaves.



2.  Why did Pharaoh make the Israelites slaves?

-Because Pharaoh was afraid that the Israelites would take over his country.



3.  Why was Pharaoh afraid that the Israelites would take over his country?

-Because the Israelites had become many people.



4.  Who was guiding Pharaoh to make the Israelites slaves?

-Satan.



5.  Why did Satan want to destroy the Israelites?

-Because Satan knew that God promised to send the Savior through the Israelites.



6.  Why did God bless the Israelites?

-Because God loved the Israelites.

-Because God would not break His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



7.  Why did God send Pharaoh’s daughter to adopt Moses?

-Because God planned to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and slavery through Moses.



8.  Were the Israelites able to save themselves from Pharaoh?

-No.



9.  Was Moses able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh?

-No.



10.  Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites from Pharaoh?

-God.



11.  Who is the only One who can save people from Satan?

-God.



-The Israelites had been in Egypt in slavery for 400 years.



-Because the Israelites suffered so much, they cried out to God.



Let’s read Exodus 2:23b



23-The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God.



-Did God hear the cries of the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 2:24-25



24-God heard their groaning and He remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25-So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.



-God heard the cries of the Israelites.



-God also remembered his promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-What was God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?



-God’s promise was that, after 400 years, He would take the Israelites back to the land of Canaan.



-Perhaps the Israelites thought that God had forgotten them, but God does not forget.



-God will always do what He promises He will do.



-Although God is never in a hurry, He will always do what He has promised in His own time.



-Where was Moses?



-Did God not plan to lead the Israelites out of Egypt through Moses?



-Did God not plan to lead the Israelites out of slavery through Moses?



-Because Pharaoh wanted to kill Moses, Moses had fled to the land of Midian.



-In the land of Midian, Moses had married, and had two sons.



-One day, while Moses was tending the sheep of his father-in-law, he saw a strange sight.



Let’s read Exodus 3:1-3



1-Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

2-There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush.  Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.

3-So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up.”



-What did Moses see?

-Moses saw a bush that was burning, but it was not destroyed.



-Why was the burning bush that Moses saw not destroyed?

-Because God was in the bush.



-Because God was in the bush, the bush was not destroyed.

-God is all powerful.

-No one can do that which God can do.



-Why was God in the burning bush?

-Because God wanted to talk to Moses about the Israelites.



-How were the Israelites like the burning bush?



-Just like the fire wanted to destroy the burning bush, Satan and Pharaoh wanted to destroy the Israelites.



-Just like God was in the burning bush, God was with the Israelites.



-Satan and Pharaoh were not able to destroy the Israelites while God was with them.



-From the burning bush, God called Moses’ name.



Let’s read Exodus 3:4



4-When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses!  Moses!”  And Moses said, “Here I am.”



-Moses did not know that God was in the burning bush until God spoke to him from the bush.



-How did God know Moses’ language?

-God knows all languages.

-There is not any language that God does not know.



-God knows your language also.



-God hears everything that you say.

-God understands everything that you say.



-Even if you whisper, God hears everything.



-God spoke again to Moses from the burning bush:



Let’s read Exodus 3:5-6



5-“Do not come any closer,” God said.  “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”

6-Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.



-Why did God tell Moses to take off his shoes?



-Because Moses was standing before the perfect God.

-Because Moses was standing before the holy God.



-God then told Moses about the Israelites.



Let’s read Exodus 3:7-10



7-The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.

8-So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land  flowing with milk and honey--

9-And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.

10-So now, go.  I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”



-God told Moses that He had heard the cries of the Israelites.



-God told Moses that He had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and out of slavery.



-God told Moses that He had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites back to the land of Canaan.



-What did Moses reply to God?



Let’s read Exodus 3:11



11-But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”



-Moses told God that he was not able to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.



-Why did Moses tell God that he was not able to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?



-Because Moses remembered the time that he had tried to help the Israelites, but had failed.



-What did God reply to Moses?



Let’s read Exodus 3:12



12-And God said, “I will be with you.  And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:  When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”



-God told Moses that He would be with Moses.

-God also gave Moses a sign.



-What was the sign that God gave Moses?



-God promised that He would bring Moses back to the mountain where he was standing before the burning bush.



-The name of the mountain was Mount Sinai.



-What did Moses reply to God?



Let’s read Exodus 3:13



13-Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’  Then what shall I tell them?”



-Moses was afraid that the Israelites would not believe him when he would say that God had sent him to deliver them.



-Therefore, Moses asked God His Name which he shall tell the Israelites.



-How did God reply?



Let’s read Exodus 3:14



14-God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites:  ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”



-God told Moses to tell the Israelites that “I AM” had sent Moses to deliver them from slavery.



-What does God’s Name “I AM” mean?



-It means that God has no beginning.

-It means that God has no end.



-It means that God has always lived.

-It means that there has never been a time when God was not alive.



-God also said this to Moses:



Let’s read Exodus 3:15-18a



15-God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.’  This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

16-Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob--appeared to me and said:  I have watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt.

17-And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites--a land flowing with milk and honey.’

18-The elders of Israel will listen to you.”



-God also said to tell the Israelites that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had sent Moses to deliver them.



-Would Pharaoh let the Israelites leave Egypt?



-This is what God said:



Let’s read Exodus 3:19-20



19-God said, “But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him.

20-So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them.  After that, he will let you go.”



-Did God know that Pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt?

-Yes.



-How did God know that Pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt?

-God knows everything.



-Before you think a thought, God knows your thought.

-Before you say a word, God knows your word.



-Before you do something, God knows what you are going to do.



-Moses was still afraid that the Israelites will not believe that God has chosen him to lead them out of Egypt.



-Here is what Moses said to God:



Let’s read Exodus 4:1



1-Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you’?”



-Because Moses was afraid, God gave Moses two signs to show to the Israelites.



Let’s read Exodus 4:2-9



2-Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  “A staff,” he replied.

3-The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.”  Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it.

4-Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.”  So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand.

5-“This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob--has appeared to you.”

6-Then the LORD said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.”  So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow.

7-“Now put it back into your cloak,” the LORD said.  So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh.

8-Then the LORD said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second.

9-But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground.  The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground.”



-What was the first sign to show that God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?



-Moses staff turned into a snake, and then back into a staff.



-What was the second sign to show that God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?



-Moses hand became leprous when he put his hand inside his coat, and became well again when he put his hand once more inside his coat.



-Even with these two signs from God, Moses was still afraid that Israel would not follow him.



-Here is what Moses said to God:



Let’s read Exodus 4:10



10-Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant.  I am slow of speech and tongue.”



-Moses told God that he was not able to speak well.



-What did God answer?



Let’s read Exodus 4:11-12



11-The LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth?  Who makes him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight or makes him blind?  Is it not I, the LORD?

12-Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”



-Who was the One who gave Moses the ability to speak?

-God.



-Who was the One who was able to help Moses speak well?

-God.



-God was telling Moses that He would help him speak well.



-Even though God wanted to help Moses, Moses still did not want to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.



-Let’s read what Moses then said to God:



Let’s read Exodus 4:13



13-But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”



-Because Moses was afraid to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, God became angry with Moses.



-But God promised to send someone to help Moses speak to Pharaoh.



Let’s read Exodus 4:14-17



14-Then the LORD’s anger burned against Moses and He said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite?  I know he can speak well.  He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you.

15-You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do.

16-He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him.

17-But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it.”



-Whom did God send to help Moses speak to Pharaoh?

-Aaron, Moses’ brother.



-Because God promised that his brother Aaron would help him, Moses finally agreed to go.



Let’s read Exodus 4:18 & 20



18-Then Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Let me go back to my own people in Egypt to see if any of them are still alive.”  Jethro said, “Go, and I wish you well.”

20-So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and started back to Egypt.  And he took the staff of God in his hand.



-God was patient with Moses.



-Even though Moses did not want to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, God had chosen him.



-Why did God want to save the Israelites from slavery?



-Because God loved them, and He did not want them to live in slavery.



-Because God had promised Abraham that He would lead them back to the land of Canaan.



-Because God had promised Abraham that He would send the Savior through the Israelites.



-In the next lesson, we will see how God will save Israel.
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LESSON 28



1.  Why was the burning bush that Moses saw not destroyed?

-Because God was in the bush.



2.  Why was God in the burning bush?

-Because God wanted to talk to Moses about the Israelites.



3.  How were the Israelites like the burning bush?

-Just like the fire wanted to destroy the burning bush, Satan and Pharaoh wanted to destroy the Israelites.

-Just like God was in the burning bush, God was with the Israelites.



4.  What does God’s Name “I AM” mean?

-It means that God has no beginning.

-It means that God has no end.

-It means that God has always lived.

-It means that there has never been a time when God was not alive.



5.  Did God know that Pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt?

-Yes.



6.  What was the first sign to show that God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?

-Moses staff turned into a snake, and then back into a staff.



7.  What was the second sign to show that God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?

-Moses hand became leprous when he put his hand inside his coat, and became well again when he put his hand once more inside his coat.



8.  Whom did God send to help Moses speak to Pharaoh?

-Aaron, Moses’ brother.



9.  Why did God want to save the Israelites from slavery?

-Because God loved them, and He did not want them to live in slavery.

-Because God had promised Abraham that He would lead them back to the land of Canaan.

-Because God had promised Abraham that He would send the Savior through the Israelites.



-God kept His promise to Moses, and sent his brother Aaron to help Moses.



Let’s read Exodus 4:27-28



27-The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to meet Moses.”  So he met Moses at the mountain of God and kissed him.

28-Then Moses told Aaron everything the LORD had sent him to say, and also about all the miraculous signs he had commanded him to perform.



-Moses and Aaron then journeyed to Egypt.



-When Moses and Aaron reached Egypt, they called the Israelites together, and told them all that God had said to Moses.



Let’s read Exodus 4:29-31



29-Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites,

30-and Aaron told them everything the LORD had said to Moses.  He also performed the signs before the people,

31-and they believed.  And when they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshipped.



-Did the Israelites believe God’s Words that He had spoken to Moses?

-Yes.



-Why was it good that the Israelites believed God’s Words?



-Because only God was able to save the Israelites.

-Because only God’s Words were able to save the Israelites.



-If we do not believe God’s Words, what are we calling God?

-A liar.



-Will God save those who do not believe God’s Words?

-No.



-If we do not believe God’s Words, then we cannot be saved.



-God wants you to listen to His Words so that you will be saved.



-Only God can save us.

-Only God’s Words can save us.



-After Moses and Aaron finished speaking with the Israelites, they went to speak with Pharaoh.



Let’s read Exodus 5:1-2



1-Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:  ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.’”

2-Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go?  I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.”



-What did Pharaoh say when Moses said that the Lord was commanding him to let the Israelites go?



-Pharaoh said, “I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.”



-Why did Pharaoh not know God?



-Because Pharaoh did not want to know God.

-Because Pharaoh did not want to believe in God.

-Because Pharaoh loved his sin.



-Pharaoh and the people of Egypt did not believe in God.



-Pharaoh and the people of Egypt worshipped the large river in their land.

-Pharaoh and the people of Egypt worshipped the sun, moon, and stars as well as many animals.



-The people of Egypt also worshipped Pharaoh as their god.



-Pharaoh and the people of Egypt worshipped that which God created instead of worshipping God.



-During the time of Pharaoh, many people refused to believe the truths of God.



-Today also, many people refuse to believe the truths of God.



-Because many people refused to believe the truths of God, God allowed Satan to deceive them.



-Satan deceived the people, and they worshipped everything but God.

-Because many people refused to believe the truths of God, God chose Abraham to be the father of the Israelites.



-God chose to send the Savior through Abraham and the Israelites.



-God also chose to write His truths in His Book, which He wrote through Abraham and the Israelites.



-God’s book is called the Bible.



-Did God know that Pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt?

-Yes.



-God knows everything even before it happens.



-After Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go, listen to what God said to Moses:



Let’s read Exodus 6:1



1-Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh:  Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand, he will drive them out of his country.”



-Why did God decide to show his great power to Pharaoh and the Egyptians?



-So they would know that He alone was the true God.



-God decided to show Pharaoh and the Egyptians that the large river in their land was not God.



-God decided to show Pharaoh and the Egyptians that the sun, moon, and stars were not God.



-God decided to show Pharaoh and the Egyptians that their many animals were not God.



-God decided to show Pharaoh and the Egyptians that Pharaoh was not God.



-God also decided to show his power to the Israelites that they would know that He was their God.



Let’s read Exodus 6:2-8



2-God also said to Moses, “I am the LORD.

3-I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them.

4-I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.

5-Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.

6-Therefore, say to the Israelites, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.

7-I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.  Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.

8-And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  I will give it to you as a possession.  I am the LORD.’”



-God decided to show his power to the Israelites so they would know that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



-God decided to show His power to the Israelites so they would know that He was their God, the God of the Israelites.



-Because Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go, God began to show His great power.



-How did God show His great power to the Egyptians and to the Israelites?



-God sent great plagues on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.



-For the first plague, God turned the water of the great river of Egypt into blood.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 7:20-21



20-Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded.  Aaron raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.

21-The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water.  Blood was everywhere in Egypt.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the second plague, God sent a plague of frogs.



-The land of Pharaoh and the Egyptians was covered with frogs.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 8:5-6



5-The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the streams and canals and ponds, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’”

6-So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the third plague, God sent a plague of gnats.



-Pharaoh, all of the Egyptians, and all the land of Egypt were covered with gnats.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 8:16-17



16-Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the ground,’ and throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats.”

17-They did this, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came upon men and animals.  All the dust throughout the land of Egypt became gnats.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the fourth plague, God sent a plague of flies.



-The land of Pharaoh and the Egyptians was covered with flies.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 8:24



24-And the LORD did this.  Dense swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh’s palace and into the houses of his officials, and throughout Egypt the land was ruined by the flies.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the fifth plague, God sent a plague of death to all animals.



-All of the Egyptians’ horses, cattle, sheep, camels, and donkeys died, including Pharaoh’s.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 9:6-7



6-And the next day the Lord did it:  All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal belonging to the Israelites died.

7-Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died.  Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the people go.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the sixth plague, God sent a plague of boils.



-Pharaoh and all of the Egyptians became covered with boils.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 9:10



10-So Moses and Aaron took soot from a furnace and stood before Pharaoh.  Moses tossed it into the air, and festering boils broke out on men and animals.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the seventh plague, God sent a plague of hail.



-Hail rained on all of the land of Egypt, and destroyed all of the trees and crops of Pharaoh and the Egyptians.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 9:23-26



23-When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, the LORD sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed down to the ground.  So the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt;

24-hail fell and lightning flashed back and forth.  It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation.

25-Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in the fields--both men and animals; it beat down everything growing in the fields and stripped every tree.

26-The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the eighth plague, God sent a plague of locusts.



-Locusts ate all that was left of the trees and crops of Pharaoh and the Egyptians.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 10:13-15



13-So Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt, and the LORD made an east wind blow across the land all that day and all that night.  By morning the wind had brought the locusts;

14-they invaded all Egypt and settled down in every area of the country in great numbers.  Never before had there been such a plague of locusts, nor will there ever be again.

15-They covered all the ground until it was black.  They devoured all that was left after the hail--everything growing in the fields and the fruit on the trees.  Nothing green remained on tree or plant in all the land of Egypt.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-For the ninth plague, God sent a plague of darkness.



-Darkness covered all the land of Pharaoh and the Egyptians for three entire days.



-The plague, however, did not enter the land where the Israelites lived.



Let’s read Exodus 10:21-23



21-Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that darkness will spread over Egypt--darkness that can be felt.”

22-So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three days.

23-No one could see anyone else or leave his place for three days.  Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they lived.



-Pharaoh begged Moses to take away the plague, and said that he would let the Israelites go.



-But when God took away the plague, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



-Why did the plagues not enter where the Israelites lived?



-Because God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that 

He would bless them, and make them into a great people.



-Because God was showing Pharaoh, the Egyptians, and the Israelites that He alone is God, and there is no other.



-Even after these terrible plagues, Pharaoh still refused to let the Israelites go.



-Even after these terrible plagues, Pharaoh still refused to obey God.



-Can Pharaoh fight against God and win?

-No.

-Can anyone fight against God and win?

-No.



-What will happen to those who fight against God?

-God will destroy them.



-In the next lesson, we will study the last plague.
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LESSON 29



1.  Did the Israelites believe God’s Words that He had spoken to Moses?

-Yes.



2.  If we do not believe God’s Words, what are we calling God?

-A liar.



3.  Will God save those who do not believe God’s Words?

-No.



4.  What did Pharaoh say when Moses said that the Lord was commanding him to let the Israelites go?

-Pharaoh said, “I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.”



5.  Did God know that Pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt?

-Yes.

-God knows everything even before it happens.



6.  Why did God decide to show his great power to Pharaoh and the Egyptians?

-So they would know that He alone was the true God.



7.  How did God show His great power to the Egyptians and to the Israelites?

-God sent great plagues on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.



8.  What were those plagues?

-God turned the river to blood.

-God sent frogs to bother the Egyptians.

-God sent gnats to bite the Egyptians.

-God sent flies to bite the Egyptians.



-God killed all of the Egyptians’ cattle.

-God sent boils to cause much pain to the Egyptians.

-God sent hail to destroy the Egyptians’ crops.

-God sent locusts to eat up the Egyptians’ crops.

-God sent total darkness so the Egyptians were not able to see.



9.  What did Pharaoh say each time God sent a plague?

-Pharaoh told Moses that He would let the Israelites go.



10.  What did Pharaoh do each time God took away the plague?

-Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go.



11.  Why did these plagues not enter the land of the Israelites?

-Because God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that 

He would bless them, and make them into a great people.



-Because God was showing Pharaoh, the Egyptians, and the Israelites that He alone is God, and there is no other.



12.  What will happen to those who fight against God?

-God will destroy them.



-Although God had sent nine terrible plagues to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, did Pharaoh let the Israelites go?

-No.



-Did God know that Pharaoh would refuse to let the Israelites go?

-Yes.



-God always knew that Pharaoh would refuse to let the Israelites go.



-Even before God called Moses to lead the Israelites, God knew that Pharaoh would refuse to let the Israelites go.



-God knows everything before it happens.



-Can Pharaoh fight against God and win?

-No.

-Can anyone fight against God and win?

-No.



-No matter what people say, they cannot stop the work of God.

-No matter what people do, they cannot stop the work of God.



-If God decides to do something, He will always finish it.



-God would send one more plague, and then Pharaoh would let the Israelites go.



Let’s read Exodus 11:1



1-Now the LORD had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt.  After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely.”



-What was to be the last plague that God would send?



Let’s read Exodus 11:4-7



4-So Moses said, “This is what the LORD says:  ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt.

5-Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.

6-There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt--worse than there has ever been or ever will be again.

7-But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.’  Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.”



-The last plague would be the plague which would kill all of the Egyptians’ firstborn children and cattle.



-Because the last plague was the most terrible, God told the Israelites to prepare for the plague.



-Because the last plague was the most terrible, what did God command the Israelites to do so their firstborn would not die?



Let’s read Exodus 12:1 & 3-5



1-The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 

3-“Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.

4-If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are.  You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat.

5-The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats.”



-What did God command every husband of every Israelite family to do so that their firstborn would not die?



-To choose a one-year-old male lamb or goat.



-What type of lamb or goat did God command the Israelites to choose so that their firstborn would not die?

-One without defect.



-Why did God command that the one-year-old male lamb or goat be without defect?



-Because God is perfect.

-Because everything that God says is perfect.

-Because everything that God does is perfect.



-God would only accept a one-year-old male lamb or goat that was without a defect.



-God would never accept a sick sacrifice.

-God would never accept an injured sacrifice.



-Do you remember the ram that was caught by its horns in the bush to be sacrificed instead of Isaac?



-Why was the ram caught by its horns?



-Because God is perfect.

-Because God will only accept a perfect sacrifice.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, what were they to be careful to do?

-To obey God’s command.



-And only choose a one-year-old male lamb or goat without defect.



-What else did God command the Israelites to do?



Let’s read Exodus 12:6



6-The LORD said, “Take care of the animals until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.”



-How long did God command the Israelites to keep the lamb?

-Until the fourteenth day of the month.



-On the fourteenth day of the month, what did God command the Israelites to do with the lamb?



-God commanded that the lamb must be killed.

-God commanded that the lamb must die.



-Why did God command that the lamb must die?



-This was to teach the Israelites that God’s punishment for sin is death.



-Before Adam and Eve sinned, there was no death in the world.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned, death came into the world.

-Because Adam and Eve sinned, death comes to all people.



-What did God command the Israelites to do with the blood of the lamb?

-To catch the blood of the lamb in a bowl.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, then they must be careful to obey God’s command.



-And kill the one-year-old male lamb or goat, and catch its blood in a bowl.



-What did God command the Israelites to do with the blood of the lamb?



Let’s read Exodus 12:7



7-The LORD said, “Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.”



-God commanded the Israelites to put the blood on the top and on both sides of the door of the house where they would be eating the meat of the lamb that night.



-It was the blood of the lamb that would save the Israelites from God’s punishment.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, then they were to be careful to obey God’s command.



-And put the blood on the top and on both sides of the door of the house where they would be eating the meat of the lamb that night.



-What else did God command the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 12:22b



22-The LORD said, “Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning.”



-God commanded the Israelites to stay in the house with the blood on its door until morning.



-The Israelites were to stay inside with the blood on the outside.



-Why did God command the Israelites to stay inside the house with the blood on the outside?



-The blood on the outside was to cover the Israelites on the inside.



-The death of the lamb on the outside was to cover the Israelites on the inside.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, then they were to be careful to obey God’s command.



-And stay in the house with the blood on its door until morning.



-What else did God command the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 12:46b



46-The LORD said, “Do not break any of the bones.”



-God commanded the Israelites not to break any of the bones of the lamb.



-If the Israelites were to be saved from death, then they were to be careful to obey God’s command.



-And not break any of the bones of the lamb or goat.



-God told the Israelites to do everything exactly as He commanded.



-If the Israelites did not do everything exactly as God commanded, what would happen to them?



-The plague would come to them, and their firstborn would also die.



-God would save the firstborn of the Israelites only if they did everything exactly as He commanded.



-God would save the firstborn of the Israelites only if they followed God’s path.



-Will God allow us to save ourselves in our own way?

-No.



-Whose path is the only path that will save us?

-God’s path.



-What happened when Adam and Eve followed their own path and made clothes out of leaves?

-God rejected their clothes.



-What happened when Cain followed his own path and refused to sacrifice as God said?

-God rejected Cain’s sacrifice.



-God’s path is the only path that will save us.

-If we do not take God’s path, then God will reject us.



-What did God promise if the Israelites would obey Him?



Let’s read Exodus 12:12-14



12-The LORD said, “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the LORD.

13-The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.  No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.

14-This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD--a lasting ordinance.”



-If the Israelites obeyed God’s commands, what did God promise to do?



-God promised that the plague would not come to them, and their firstborn would not die.



-Did the Israelites obey God?



Let’s read Exodus 12:28



28-The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.



-The Israelites did exactly that which God commanded them to do.



-If an Israelite would choose a sick lamb to sacrifice, would God save him?

-No.



-If an Israelite would only tie up a lamb next to the door and not kill it, would God save him?

-No.



-The lamb had to die.

-The blood of the lamb had to be shed.



-God did not want the Israelites to forget that God’s punishment for sin is death.



-What happened later that night?



Let’s read Exodus 12:29-30



29-At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well.

30-Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.



-Pharaoh’s firstborn child and all the firstborn children of the Egyptians died.



-The firstborn of Pharaoh’s cattle and all the firstborn of the cattle of the Egyptians died.



-Did God kill all of the firstborn of the Egyptians as He said?

-Yes.



-God’s punishment for sin is death.

-God will punish all sin.

-God will punish all sin with death.



-When God decides to punish sin, no one can escape.



-Were any of the firstborn of the Israelites killed?

-No.



-Why were none of the firstborn of the Israelites killed?



-Because the Israelites obeyed God and put the blood on the doors of their houses.



-Just as the ram without defect died as a substitute for Isaac, so the lambs without defect died as a substitute for the firstborn of the Israelites.



-Because the Israelites obeyed God, did God keep His promise and pass over the homes of the Israelites?

-Yes.



-God remembered His promise to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and out of slavery.



-God remembered His promise to send the Savior through Abraham and the Israelites.



-The Israelites were children of Adam and Eve just like the Egyptians.



-The Israelites were born into sin just like the Egyptians.



-The Israelites had sinned and deserved to die just like the Egyptians.



-It was only the grace of God that saved the Israelites.

-It is only the grace of God that saves anyone.



-After Pharaoh’s firstborn and all of the Egyptians’ firstborn died, what did Pharaoh do?



Let’s read Exodus 12:31-36



31-During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up!  Leave my people, you and the Israelites!  Go, worship the LORD as you have requested.

32-Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go.  And also bless me.”

33-The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country.  “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!”

34-So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.

35-The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing.

36-The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.



-That night, Pharaoh called Moses and let the Israelites go.



-Pharaoh thought he was able to fight against God.

-Pharaoh thought he was able to fight against God and defeat God.



-Satan also thought he was able to fight against God and defeat God.



-No one can defeat God.

-No one can stop the work of God.



-God will save those who take the path of God.

-God will destroy those who take their own path.



Let’s read Exodus 12:51



51-And on that very day the LORD brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.



-God kept His promise and led the Israelites out of Egypt.



-Can Pharaoh fight against God and win?

-No.



-Can anyone fight against God and win?

-No.
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LESSON 30



1.  Although God had sent nine terrible plagues to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, did Pharaoh let the Israelites go?

-No.



2.  What was to be the last plague that God would send?

-The plague which would kill all of the Egyptians’ firstborn children and cattle.



3.  What did God command every husband of every Israelite family to do so that their firstborn would not die?

-To choose a one-year-old male lamb or goat.



4.  What type of lamb or goat did God command the Israelites to choose so that their firstborn would not die?

-One without defect.



5.  Why did God command that the one-year-old male lamb or goat be without defect?

-Because God is perfect.

-Because everything that God says is perfect.

-Because everything that God does is perfect.



6.  On the fourteenth day of the month, what did God command the Israelites to do with the lamb?

-God commanded that the lamb must be killed.

-God commanded that the lamb must die.



7.  Why did God command that the lamb must die?

-This was to teach the Israelites that God’s punishment for sin is death.



8.  What did God command the Israelites to do with the blood of the lamb?

-To catch the blood of the lamb in a bowl.



9.  What did God command the Israelites to do with the blood of the lamb?

-God commanded the Israelites to put the blood on the top and on both sides of the door of the house where they would be eating the meat of the lamb that night.



10.  Why did God command the Israelites to stay inside the house with the blood on the outside?

-The blood on the outside was to cover the Israelites on the inside.



11.  Will God allow us to save ourselves in our own way?

-No.



12.  Whose path is the only path that will save us?

-God’s path.



13.  Did God kill all of the firstborn of the Egyptians as He said?

-Yes.



14.  After Pharaoh’s firstborn and all of the Egyptians’ firstborn died, what did Pharaoh do?

-Pharaoh let the Israelites go.



15.  Can Pharaoh or anyone fight against God and win?

-No.



-After God led the Israelites out of Egypt, to what land was God leading the Israelites?



-Back to the land of Canaan.



-Canaan was the land that God promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants.



-When the Israelites first came to Egypt, they were only 70 people.



-Now, after living in Egypt for 400 years, the Israelites numbered two million people.



-How was God able to lead two million people?



Let’s read Exodus 13:21-22



21-By day the LORD went ahead of Israel in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.

22-Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.



-How did God lead the Israelites by day?

-With a cloud.



-How did God lead the Israelites by night?

-With a pillar of fire.



-If God did not lead the Israelites, would they know where to go?

-No.



-If God did not lead the Israelites, what would happen to them?

-They would get lost and die.



-Because God loved the Israelites, He led them so they would not get lost and die.



-God led the Israelites up to a sea which is called the Red Sea.



-At the Red Sea, God told the Israelites to rest for a time.



Let’s read Exodus 14:1-3



1-Then the LORD said to Moses,

2-“Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea.  They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.

3-Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’”



-Why did God lead the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea?



-God wanted to show both the Egyptians and the Israelites that He alone is God.



-Who told God what Pharaoh would be thinking?

-No one.



-How did God know what Pharaoh would be thinking?



-God knew every thought of Pharaoh before Pharaoh thought them.



-God knows all of our thoughts before we even think them.



-Let’s listen to what Pharaoh was saying:



Let’s read Exodus 14:5-9



5-When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done?  We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!”

6-So Pharaoh had his chariot made ready and took his army with him.

7-He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them.

8-The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly.

9-The Egyptians--all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops--pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.



-Pharaoh was thinking to capture the Israelites again.



-Therefore, Pharaoh assembled his army, and went to capture the Israelites again.



-Who was leading Pharaoh to capture the Israelites again?

-Satan.



-Why did Satan want Pharaoh to capture the Israelites again?



-Because Satan wanted to destroy the Israelites.



-What did the Israelites do when they saw Pharaoh and his army coming to capture them again?



Let’s read Exodus 14:10a & 11-12



10-As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them.

11-They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die?  What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?

12-Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’?  It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”



-The Israelites blamed Moses, and said that they should have stayed in Egypt.



-Even though the Israelites saw God send the ten plagues in the land of Egypt, they still did not believe in God.



-The Israelites did not believe in God, but Moses believed in God.



-This is what Moses said to the Israelites:



Let’s read Exodus 14:13-14



13-Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.

14-The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”



-Were the Israelites able to save themselves?

-No.

-Why were the Israelites not able to save themselves?



-The Red Sea was in front of them, the mountains were on both sides of them, and Pharaoh and his army were behind them.



-The Israelites were trapped.



-Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites?

-God.



-When Adam and Eve were kicked out of the Garden of Eden, they were not able to re-enter the garden.



-Only God was able to make a way to save them.



-When Isaac’s hands and feet were tied, and Abraham’s knife had started to sacrifice him, Isaac was not able to save himself.



-Only God was able to make a way to save Isaac.



-Now that the Israelites were trapped, they were not able to save themselves.



-Only God was able to make a way to save the Israelites.



-Just like only God was able to make a way to save the Israelites, only God is able to make a way to save us.



-Did God make a way to save the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 14:21-22



21-Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land.  The waters were divided,

22-and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.



-God commanded the Red Sea to open up and make a path for the Israelites to cross the sea on dry ground.



-Was it difficult for God to open up the Red Sea?

-No.



-Why was it not difficult for God to open up the Red Sea?



-Because God created the Red Sea.

-Because God is the Master of all the seas.

-Because God is all powerful, and can do everything.



-The Israelites started to cross the Red Sea.



-Because Pharaoh and his army were coming to capture the Israelites again, what did God do to protect the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 14:19-20



19-Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them.  The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them,

20-coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel.  Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.



-God placed a cloud between the Israelites and Pharaoh and his army.



-The cloud shined light for the Israelites and made darkness for Pharaoh and his army.



-Even though the cloud made darkness for Pharaoh and his army, they still continued to follow the Israelites.



-Pharaoh and his army followed the Israelites into the Red Sea.



Let’s read Exodus 14:23



23-The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea.



-What did God do after Pharaoh and his army had followed the Israelites into the Red Sea?



Let’s read Exodus 14:24-28



24-During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion.

25-He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving.  And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites!  The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”

26-Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”

27-Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place.  The Egyptians were fleeing toward it; and the LORD swept them into the sea.

28-The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not one of them survived.



-God drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea.

-Not one of Pharaoh’s army survived.



-Did Pharaoh fight against God and defeat God?

-No.



-Who can fight against God and defeat God?

-No one.



-Did any of the Israelites die?



Let’s read Exodus 14:29-30



29-But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.

30-That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.



-None of the Israelites died.



-Why did none of the Israelites die?



-Because God protected them.



-Why did God protect the Israelites?



-Because God promised to send the Savior through Abraham and the Israelites.



-Because God also wanted to send His Bible through Abraham and the Israelites.



-If we believe in God, God will save us.



-If we do not believe in God, then God will not save us.
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LESSON 31



1.  After God led the Israelites out of Egypt, to what land was God leading the Israelites?

-Back to the land of Canaan.



2.  How did God lead the Israelites by day?

-With a cloud.



3.  How did God lead the Israelites by night?

-With a pillar of fire.



4.  Why did God lead the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea?

-God wanted to show both the Egyptians and the Israelites that He alone is God.



5.  What did the Israelites do when they saw Pharaoh and his army coming to capture them again?

-The Israelites blamed Moses, and said that they should have stayed in Egypt.



6.  Were the Israelites able to save themselves?

-No.



7.  Why were the Israelites not able to save themselves?

-Because the Red Sea was in front of them, the mountains were on both sides of them, and Pharaoh and his army were behind them.



8.  Who was the only One who was able to save the Israelites?

-God.



9.  Why was it not difficult for God to open up the Red Sea?

-Because God created the Red Sea.

-Because God is the Master of all the seas.

-Because God is all powerful, and can do everything.



10.  Because Pharaoh and his army were coming to capture the Israelites again, what did God do to protect the Israelites?

-God placed a cloud between the Israelites and Pharaoh’s army.

-The cloud shined light for the Israelites and made darkness for Pharaoh and his army.



11.  What did God do after Pharaoh and his army followed the Israelites into the Red Sea?

-God drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea.



12.  Why did God protect the Israelites?

-Because God promised to send the Savior through Abraham and the Israelites.

-Because God also wanted to send His Bible through Abraham and the Israelites.



-After God destroyed Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, to where did God lead the Israelites?



-Into the desert.



-What is a desert?

-The desert is a land where there is only sand.



-There is almost no soil in the desert.

-There is almost no grass in the desert.

-There are almost no trees in the desert.



-There is only sand in the desert.



-As God was leading the Israelites through the desert, what did the Israelites do?



Let’s read Exodus 16:1-3



1-The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt.

2-In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.

3-The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt!  There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”



-The Israelites criticized Moses and Aaron.



-Why did the Israelites criticize Moses and Aaron?



-Because they did not have any food.



-Why did the Israelites not have any food?



-Because there was no food in the desert.

-There was only sand in the desert.



-Was Moses able to find food for the Israelites in the desert?

-No.



-Why was Moses not able to find food for the Israelites in the desert?



-Because there was no food in the desert.



-Were the Israelites able to find food for themselves in the desert?

-No.



-Why were the Israelites not able to find food for themselves in the desert?



-Because there was no food in the desert.



-Who was the only One who was able to give the Israelites food in the desert?

-God.



-Did the Israelites believe God to give them food in the desert?

-No.



-Instead of believing God to give them food in the desert, what did the Israelites do?



-They criticized Moses and Aaron.



-Did God hear the Israelites criticize Moses and Aaron?

-Yes.



-What did God say to Moses?



Let’s read Exodus 16:11-12



11-The LORD said to Moses,

12-“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites.  Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread.  Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’”



-God told Moses that He would give the Israelites food.



-Even though the Israelites did not believe God, God said that He would give them food.



-God was helping the Israelites even though they did not believe in Him.



-Why does God help people even though they do not believe in Him?



-Because God created all people.

-Because God loves all people.



-Because God wants to save all people.

-Because God wants all people to believe in Him.



-If we do not believe in God, will God save us?

-No.



-Did God let the Israelites die of hunger?

-Did God give the Israelites food?



Let’s read Exodus 16:13a



13-That evening quail came and covered the camp.



-What was the meat that God gave the Israelites that evening in the desert?

-Quail.



-There were so many quail that they covered the camp of the Israelites.



-The next morning, God gave the Israelites more food.



Let’s read Exodus 16:13b-15, 31



13-And in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.

14-When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.

15-When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?”  For they did not know what it was.  Moses said to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.”

31-The people of Israel called the bread manna.  It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey.



-What was the food God gave to the Israelites the next morning?



-God gave the Israelites bread.



-The bread was spread all around the camp.



-What did the Israelites call the bread which God sent down from heaven?

-Manna.



-Every morning, God sent bread as dew from heaven to feed the Israelites.



-The manna from heaven which God gave the Israelites every morning was a sign of God’s grace.



-Even though Adam and Eve disobeyed God, God in His grace promised to send the Savior to save us.



-Even though Noah and his family were sinners, God in His grace protected them from the flood.



-Even though the Israelites did not believe in God, God in His grace saved them from slavery in Egypt.



-Even though the Israelites did not believe God was able to save them, God in His grace opened the Red Sea so that they would escape Pharaoh and his army.



-All of these are a sign of God’s grace.



-For all of the years that the Israelites were in the desert, God gave them manna every day.



Let’s read Exodus 16:35



35-The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan.



-God never forgot one day to give the Israelites manna.

-God always keeps His promises.



-Even though God had given the Israelites quail and manna, the Israelites complained again.



Let’s read Exodus 17:1-4



1-The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded.  They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.

2-So they quarrelled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”  Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me?  Why do you put the LORD to the test?”

3-But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses.  They said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”

4-Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people?  They are almost ready to stone me.”



-Why were the Israelites complaining?

-Because they had no water.



-Why did the Israelites not have any water?



-Because they were in the desert.

-Because there is almost no water in the desert.



-Was Moses able to find water for the Israelites in the desert?

-No.



-Why was Moses not able to find water for the Israelites in the desert?



-Because there is almost no water in the desert.



-Were the Israelites able to find water for themselves in the desert?

-No.



-Why were the Israelites not able to find water for themselves in the desert?



-Because there is almost no water in the desert.



-Who is the only One who was able to give the Israelites water in the desert?

-God.



-Did the Israelites believe God to give them water in the desert?

-No.



-Instead of believing God to give them water in the desert, what did the Israelites do?



-They criticized Moses and Aaron.



-Did God hear the Israelites criticize Moses and Aaron?

-Yes.



-Did God let the Israelites die of thirst?

-What did God say to Moses?



Let’s read Exodus 17:5-6a



5-The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people.  Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.

6-I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb.  Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.”



-What did God tell Moses to do to get water?



-God commanded Moses to hit a rock with his staff.



-If Moses obeyed God, then God would give the Israelites water from the rock.



-Who alone was able to give the Israelites water out of a rock?

-God.



-Did Moses obey God?



Let’s read Exodus 17:6b



6-So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.



-Moses obeyed God.



-Moses hit the rock with his staff just as God told him to.



-Because Moses obeyed God, God gave the Israelites water.



-When we obey God, God will save us.

-When we disobey God, God will not save us.



-We must obey God according to God’s way.



-We cannot obey God by going our own way.



-If we go our own way, God will not save us.

-God will only save us if we go God’s way.



-Who alone can save us from the power of sin?

-Only God.

-Who alone can save us from the power of death?

-Only God.

-Who alone can save us from the power of Satan?

-Only God.



-Did God save the Israelites according to the way they decided?

-No.



-How did God save the Israelites?

-According to the way that God decided.



-How does God save all people?

-According to the way that God decides.
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LESSON 32



1.  After God destroyed Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, to where did God lead the Israelites?

-Into the desert.



2.  What is a desert?

-The desert is a land where there is only sand.



3.  As God was leading the Israelites through the desert, what did the Israelites do?

-The Israelites criticized Moses and Aaron.



4.  Why did the Israelites criticize Moses and Aaron?

-Because they did not have any food.



5.  Why did the Israelites not have any food?

-Because there was no food in the desert.



6.  Was Moses able to find food for the Israelites in the desert?

-No.



7.  Were the Israelites able to find food for themselves in the desert?

-No.



8.  Who was the only One who was able to give the Israelites food in the desert?

-God



9.  Why does God help people even though they do not believe in Him?

-Because God created all people.

-Because God loves all people.

-Because God wants to save all people.

-Because God wants all people to believe in Him.



10.  If we do not believe in God, will God save us?

-No.



11.  What was the meat that God gave the Israelites one evening in the desert?

-Quail.



12.  What did the Israelites call the bread which God sent down from heaven every morning?

-Manna.



13.  What did God tell Moses to do to get water?

-God commanded Moses to hit a rock with his staff.



14.  Who alone can save us from the power of sin, death, and Satan?

-Only God.



15.  Did God save the Israelites according to the way they decided?

-No.



16.  How did God save the Israelites?

-According to the way God decided.



17.  How does God save all people?

-According to the way that God decides.



-Where are Moses and the Israelites?



-They are in the desert.



-God continued to lead the Israelites in the desert.



Let’s read Exodus 19:1



1-In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt---on the very day--they came to the Desert of Sinai.



-Who decided where to lead the Israelites?



-God.



-Why did God decide where to lead the Israelites?



-Because God alone knew the best way to go.



-Just like God knew the best way for the Israelites to go, God also knows the best way for all people to go.



-Next, to where did God lead the Israelites?



Let’s read Exodus 19:2



2-After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.



-God led the Israelites to Mount Sinai.



-Do you remember Mount Sinai?



-Mount Sinai was the mountain where God had spoken to Moses from the burning bush.



-What did God promise when He spoke to Moses from the burning bush?



-God promised that He would bring Moses back to Mount Sinai.



-Did God keep His promise to bring Moses back to Mount Sinai?



-Yes.



-Even though Pharaoh wanted to kill Moses, God protected Moses, and brought him back to Mount Sinai.



-We can believe all of God’s promises because God always keeps all of His promises.



-When Moses and the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai, God called Moses up to the mountain.



-Why did God call Moses up to the mountain?



-God wanted to talk to Moses.



Let’s read Exodus 19:3-5a



3-Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:

4-‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.

5-Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’  These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”



-What did God say to Moses on the top of the mountain?



-God wanted to make an agreement with the Israelites.



-What was the agreement that God wanted to make with the Israelites?



-God said that if the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, then He would bless them.



-If the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, then what would God do?



-God would punish them.



-Moses went down the mountain to tell the Israelites what God had said.



-What then did the Israelites say to God?



Let’s read Exodus 19:7-8



7-So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak.

8-The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.”  So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.



-The Israelites told God that they would obey all of His commandments.



-Did the Israelites remember all the times that they had disobeyed God in the past?



-No.



-The Israelites were forgetting that they did not believe that God was able to save them at the Red Sea when Pharaoh and his army were pursuing them.



-The Israelites were forgetting that they did not believe that God was able to give them food and water in the desert.



-Did the Israelites think that they were able to obey all of God’s commandments?



-Yes.



-Why did the Israelites think that they were able to obey all of God’s commandments?



-Because they were proud and arrogant.



-Were the Israelites able to obey all of God’s commandments?



-No.



-Why were the Israelites not able to obey all of God’s commandments?



-Because they were born children of Adam and Eve.



-Because they were born slaves of sin.



-Because they were born slaves of Satan.



-All people are born children of Adam and Eve.



-All people are born slaves of sin.



-All people are born slaves of Satan.



-Did God know that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments?



-Yes.



-If God knew that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments, then why did God want to make an agreement with the Israelites?



-Would you make an agreement with someone if you knew that he was not able to keep the agreement?



-No.



-If God knew that the Israelites were not able to obey all of His commandments, then why did God want to make an agreement with the Israelites?



-God wanted to make an agreement with the Israelites because He wanted to teach the Israelites.



-What did God want to teach the Israelites?



-God wanted to teach the Israelites that they were never able to obey all of His commandments.



-Even if the Israelites tried very hard, they were never able to obey all of God’s commandments.



-God wanted to teach the Israelites that they were never able to obey all of His commandments because they were born into sin.



-God wanted to teach the Israelites that because they were never able to obey all of His commandments, only God was able to save them from eternal death.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned, all of their children were born into sin.



-Because Adam and Eve sinned, all of their children were born with sin in their hearts.



-Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, all of their children became children of sin, death, and Satan.



-Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, all of their children became slaves of sin, death, and Satan.



-God wanted to show the Israelites their sin.



-God wanted to show the Israelites their evil.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that they were slaves of sin.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that they were slaves of evil.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that they were slaves of Satan.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that if they did not cry out to God to save them, then their sin would destroy them.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that if they did not cry out to God to save them, then Satan would destroy them.



-Only God can save us from the power of sin.



-Only God can save us from the power of death.



-Only God can save us from the power of Satan.



-Here is the agreement that God made with the Israelites:



-If the Israelites obeyed all of His commandments, then God would bless them.



-If the Israelites did not obey all of His commandments, then God would punish them.



-After Moses told God that the Israelites said they would obey all of God’s commandments, what did God say?



Let’s read Exodus 19:9a & 10-11



9-The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.”

10-And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.  Have them wash their clothes

11-and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.”



-God told Moses that He would come down on Mount Sinai, and that the Israelites were to prepare themselves.



-Why was God coming down on Mount Sinai?



-God wanted to show the Israelites that He is holy.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that He hates all sin.



-God wanted to show the Israelites that He punishes all sin with death.



-God also told Moses to put a boundary around Mount Sinai.



Let’s read Exodus 19:12-13



12-The LORD said, “Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it.  Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death.

13-He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him.  Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.’  Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.”



-Why did God want Moses to put a boundary around Mount Sinai?



-Because God did not want anyone to touch Mount Sinai.



-Why did God not want anyone to touch Mount Sinai?



-Because God was coming down on Mount Sinai.



-What would happen if the Israelites would touch Mount Sinai?



-They would die.



-Why would the Israelites die if they touched Mount Sinai?



-Because God was coming down on the mountain.



-Because God is holy.

-Because God hates all sin.



-Because God punishes all sin by death.



-On the morning of the third day, God came down on Mount Sinai.



Let’s read Exodus 19:16-18



16-On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled.

17-Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.

18-Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire.  The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently.



-God came down on Mount Sinai.



-Thunder shook the sky near the mountain.



-Lightning filled the air around the mountain.



-Thick smoke completely covered the mountain.



-A very loud trumpet blast sounded.



-The whole mountain shook violently.



-And God came down on the mountain in fire.



-Were the Israelites afraid?



-They were very afraid.



-What were the thunder, lightning, smoke, and fire signs of?



-That God is holy.



-That God hates all sin.



-That God punishes all sin by death.



-During the time of Noah, God punished the sins of the people by death.



-During the time of Sodom and Gomorrah, God punished the sins of the people by death.



-During the time of Pharaoh, God punished the sins of the people by death.



-God punishes all sin by death.



-God came down on Mount Sinai, and called Moses up to the mountain.



Let’s read Exodus 19:20-25



20-The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses went up

21-and the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish.

22-Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them.”

23-Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’”

24-The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you.  But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or He will break out against them.”

25-So Moses went down to the people and told them.



-God told Moses that the Israelites would die if they touched the mountain.



-Why did God allow Moses to come up the mountain?



-Was Moses not also a child of Adam and Eve?

-Yes.



-Was Moses not also born into sin?

-Yes.



-Why did God allow Moses to come up the mountain?



-Because Moses believed in God.



-Because Moses came to God in God’s way.

-Because Moses came to God the way that God showed.



-God chose Moses to be His messenger.

-God chose Moses to give His message to the Israelites.



-If the Israelites refused to listen to Moses, then they were also refusing to listen to God.



-God’s Book, the Bible, is God’s message to all people.



-If we refuse to listen to God’s message in His Bible, then we are also refusing to listen to God.



-If we refuse to listen to God, then God will punish us forever.



-In the next lesson, we will learn of the commandments that God gave to the Israelites and to all people.
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